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PREFACE. 



The building of a strong character and the 
living of a true life constitute our one work in 
this world ; to aid in this high achievement is 
the aim of these lectures. 

They are published because not a few per- 
sons, who heard them as delivered, have given 
assurance of having received special help from 
them, and have urged their publication, and 
because I have a growing conviction that the 
press — ^undoubtedly the most powerful agency 
for good or for evil in society— ought to be 
more largely employed for life's higher ends. 

They make no claim to great literary excel- 
lence. They are selected, rather than others 
which embrace a wider range of thought, be- 
cause they have a definite and thoroughly 
practical aim, and cover a field of endeavor 
which is to-day largely engaging the attention 
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4 Peepacb. 

of ministers and teachers and other Christian 
workers. 

Indeed, the hope is cherished that pastors 
and teachers may find in this volume an auxil- 
iary in their important work, and may deem it 
worthy of such use, by placing it in the hands 
of young disciples and others whom they may 
wish to inspire with worthy conceptions of life 
and duty. 

A part of these discourses were delivered on 
Sabbath evenings, while engaged in the work 
of the pastorate, and with special reference to 
the young men of my congregation. These 
were repeated, and others added, after entering 
upon my present work, and were given as Sab- 
bath afternoon lectures before the students of 
the University and the citizens of the town. 
A few of them have been delivered at Chau- 
tauqua and elsewhere, on special occasions, and 
have appeared in some periodicals. The favor 
with which these have been received has influ- 
enced the decision to give them this more per- 
manent form. They are published essentially 
as delivered, partly because pressing duties left 
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Pbefacb. 5 

no time for revising them, and partly because 
it is beUeved that their object may be quite as 
effectually secured by retaining the features of 
direct application and fervent appeal, leaving 
them to speak from the printed page substan- 
tially as they did from the pulpit and the 
platform. 

The endeavor to bring out in connection with 
each character those traits which belong to it 
as a whole will account for any similarity of 
treatment. Certain distinctive qualities belong 
to all illustrious men, and cannot be omitted 
in the study of their characters. The method 
of development, however, will be found to 
differ largely in the treatment of eacL 

Though aiming at special adaptation to the 
young, the principles which underlie the form- 
ing and preserving of character, and the ques- 
tions which relate to successful living, are sub- 
jects that can never cease to be interesting and 
helpful to persons in every period of life. 

Whilfe these studies deal mostly with the 
representative men of the Bible, as furnishing 
freer scope and imposing less restraint in their 
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discussion than could otherwise be secured, 
yet, happily, character is essentially the same 
in both sexes, and it is hoped that, as the audi- 
ences to which they were originally addressed 
were composed of all classes, so these " Guides 
and Guards " may prove to be a help and an 
inspiration, alike to young men and young 
women, and also to those of maturer years, 
whose sterner work and heavier burdens call 
for amplest strengtL 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONTENTS. 



i 

PAfll 
CHABACTBB-BuiLDINa AcCOBDINa TO PaTTBBN 9 

Joseph the Incobbuftiblb Touno Man 81 

Moses the Uncbowited King 53 

David : Fbom the Sheep-fold to the Thbone 77 

Absalom the Fast Touno Man. 103 

Solomon the Bbhjjant Failtjbb 123 

Daniel the Uncompbomisino Youno Man 143 

Lot the Self-Sbekeb 171 

Ruth the Tbue-Heabtbd 191 

John the Baptist the Coxtbaobous Man 213 

Thomas the Honest Sceptic 233 

COBNELIUS THE TbUTH-SeEKEB 257 

Timothy the Fatthpul Disciple— The Religion of 

Ohabacteb and the Religion of Sentiment 279 

Paul the Hebo 807 

Self-Respbct and Sblf-Contbol 839 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHARACTER-BUILDING 

ACCORDING TO PATTERN. 



Digitized by 



Google 



**Let every man take heed how he bnildettL"— St. Paul. 



"Man is the architect of circumstance. Our strength is meas- 
ured by our plastic power. From the same materials one man builds 
palaces, another hovels; one warehouses, another villas; bricks and 
mortar are mortar and bricks until the architect makes them some- 
thing else. Thus it is that, in the same family, in the same circum- 
stances, one man rears a stately edifice, while his brother, vacillat- 
ing and incompetent, lives forever amid ruins." — Gabltlb. 



" In respect to these great questions we ought to take the best of 
human reasonings, that which is most difficult to be confuted, and 
embark on it as on a raft, so to sail through lifo amid its storms, 
unless we coM be carried more safely in aswrer conveyance furnished in 
some Divine instruction,** — SOGRAXE& 



Digitized by 



Google 



** See, saith he, that thoa make all things aooording to the patten 
showed to thee in the mount"— Hkbebwb viii, 5. 

TO Moses, the distingmshed lawgiver and leader of 
God's people, was committed a great work, and 
to him was granted a great privilege. The long-en- 
slaved people were to be educated; right conceptions 
of God, a becoming reverence for him, fear of his 
awful majesty, faith in his pnrity and mercy, must be 
tanght them. For this purpose a sacred tabernacle 
was to be built, which should symbolize the Divine 
Presence, and impress upon all the people God's im- 
manence and power. To qualify Moses for success- 
fully carrying forward this great work God called 
him to ascend the mount of Sinai, and there, amid 
scenes of startling grandeur, revealed to him a per- 
fect pattern of the tabernacle which he was to erect, 
and of all its furnishings, together with the form of 
worship to be conducted in it. 

Commiming there with Jehovah, face to face, with 
the clear vision of the sacred edifice inefiEaceably im- 
pressed upon the mind, the solemn charge was laid 
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12 CHASAOTER-BuiLDma. 

upon Moses, " See that thou make all things accord- 
ing to the pattern showed to thee in the mount." 
That vision and that charge were given to Moses ; the 
lessons which they teach remain for our profit. We 
may profitably trace the parallel between out work 
and that of the Hebrew leader, and remind ourselves 
that to U8^ as weU as to him, is committed a work of 
incalculable importance ; to us is given a divine pat- 
tern for our guidance, and upon our ears also falls 
the solemn charge to follow faithfully the heavenly 
pattern. 

All of us are builders — ^builders for time and for 
eternity. The building of the sacred edifice of char- 
acter, which is to be a holy temple for God to dwell 
in ; the raising of the stately structure of a life-work 
which shall be enduring as the years of God ; the lay- 
ing of secure foundations for that heavenly home in 
which we all hope to dwell — ^these are the high and 
heaven-appointed employments of our earthly years. 

Concerning this work two things are true : 

FirBt. The Divi/ne Pattern is gi/ven to us aU. 

Second. The Dwme PaM&m must he followed in 
order to a true amd successful life. 

To these two suggestive facts your thoughtful at- 
tention is invited. 

I. The Divine Pattern is given to us all. 

Not blindly nor ignorantly do we pursue our life 
vocation. Up into the mount of privilege God calls 
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Cha/racter-BuUding according to Pattern. 13 

each of us, and there reveals the heavenly pattern of 
onr life-work. High as was the privilege granted to 
Moses, equal or greater is that given to us. Quite 
too much, indeed, has this life of ours of the earthly 
and the carnal ; but it need not oi? be " of the earth, 
earthy.'' Into it flames a heavenly light ; down upon 
its clamor and confusion sounds a supernatural voice, 
summoning us to mounts of revelation and converse 
with heavenly powers. 

The yearning of all true hearts to hear the voice of 
God and to know his thought and will concerning us 
is fully met in these divine revealings. What are 
these holy heights where God reveals to you the 
heavenly plan according to which you are to build ? 

1. The Mount of Divine lUurrivnai/iori^ where con- 
science sits enthroned, and utters her authoritative 
voice as she summons you to her tribimal. That voice 
of warning and restraint, of persuasion and guidance, 
is often heard above the Babel of earthly voices that 
press their urgent pleas. That voice, sanctioning the 
right, condemning the wrong, is God's own call 
to a life of fidelity to him. The light which 
shines in upon the soul in this inner sanctuary comes 
from God himself, and the vision of a life of duty 
and obedience which, through the illumination of 
conscience, passes before the mind, is God's own re- 
vealing of the true life which he wills that you should 
live. 
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14 CHABACTEB-SuiLDma. 

The voice and the vision vary in clearness and dis- 
tinctness, but they are given to all, and will beccnne 
clearer and more distinct as they are heeded and 
obeyed. 

On this mount of illumination, also, the Holy Spirit 
flashes his revealing light and utters his divine voice, 
giving increased emphasis to the call of conscience, 
and intensifying the vision of the divine pattern 
for our earthly building. " See that thou make all 
things according to the pattern showed to thee" 
on this privileged mount, and follow the leadings 
of conscience and the appeals of the Spirit as God's 
divinely -ordained guide to a true and triumphant 
life. 

2. There is also the Mmmt of Dimne, Bevdation 
thr(mgh the Inspi/red Word. In the pages of Homer 
and Virgil, of Shakespeare and Milton, you are in- 
vited to the mount of communion with these illustri- 
ous men. Great, indeed, is that privilege. You live 
in their immediate presence ; you breathe the atmos- 
phere which surrounded them; you listen to their voices; 
you think their thoughts, and learn the priceless les- 
sons garnered from their lives. In the Bible, you are 
permitted to commune with the eternal God, to hear 
his voice as certainly as Moses heard it on the quaking 
mount. Familiarity with the thought of a divine 
revelation may have destroyed its startling effect and 
blinded your eyes to its transcendent importance, but 
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Cha/racter-BuilMng accordmg to Pattern. 15 

still the marveloiiB fact exists that here God calls you 
into his awful, yet glorious, presence, and talks with you 
face to face, as with Moses on the mount, amid peal* 
ing thunders and flashing lightnings. This is God's 
special and individual revelation to every man to 
whom it is given. 

And here God reveals to each of us his own plan 
for all our earthly building and work. The plan re- 
vealed is set before us with sufficient distinctness, 
completeness, and fullness of detail. It is given to 
us not only in doctrine and in precept, but it is clearly 
illustrated in the historiea and hiographies with which 
the sacred book abounds, and which, as their subjects 
follow or disregard the divine direction, always secure 
or miss life's highest good ; and thus, in a peculiar 
sense, they serve as " guides " or " guards " to us who 
are favored with the inspired record of their successes 
and failures. 

And if at any time the pattern becomes vague in 
the mind, the divine original is at hand, and the vision 
may be renewed with perfect clearness. 

The most remarkable feature about this inspired 
volume is that the great end for which it appears 
to have been given is precisely that which we are 
now seeking to emphasize, namely, to teach us how 
to Woe — ^to reveal to Ji&Sihea/venh/ ideal for our earthly 
life. 

Here, then, in this holy mount of revelation, you 
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are suininoned to talk with God ; and here is shown to 
yon the perfect pattern of all yon are to be and to do. 
Will you, can yon, despise or treat with disrespect or 
with neglect a privilege more exalted than that with 
which Moses, most honored of world-renowned heroes, 
was favored ? Will you close yonr eyes to the heaven- 
ly vision, or stop yonr ears to the heavenly voice ? 
Nowhere else in all earth's countless volumes, teeming 
with the wisdom of sages and philosophers, bright 
with the visions of poets and painters, will you find 
such a true ideal of life and all its noblest work, such 
a sure guide to finest issues and sublimest results. 
" See that thou make all things according to the pat- 
tern showed to thee " in this favored mount of divine 
revelation. 

3. But in a pre-eminent sense is the pattern revealed 
to us on the Movmt ofDimme Mamfeatation. Moses 
saw only in vision the plan of the tabemade which he 
was to build, but we, more privileged than was he, 
are permitted to behold the glorious pattern which 
we are to follow, clothed in concrete and tangible 
form, taking on our ovm humanity, standing before 
our ravished eyes incarnated in the Person of Jesus 
Christ. Yes, the pattern has been given to us, not in 
visionary outline, not in abstract rules, not in principle 
and precept alone, not merely in the lives of the hu- 
man characters who figure on the sacred page, but in 
the living form and loving lif« of the Son of God 
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himseK. That is the very summit of privilege to 
which we have been exalted. 

No other truth that ever fell on human ear is equal 
in majesty and worth to that sublime record of the 
incarnation, "God was manifest in the flesh, justi- 
fied in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the 
Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into 
glory." 

The earth has seen the glorious Person of its Cre- 
ator and Saviour ; no other vision of prophet or seer 
can equal that transcendent sight ! 

This manifestation is to us. The entrancing vision 
has not faded from the view of men like a forgotten 
dream. It hangs before us to-day in all its pristine 
glory and divine beauty. 

And this divine personage embodies in his charac- 
ter and work all that is grandest in conception and 
noblest in achievement in human life. He was, he is, 
the Perfect Pattern according to which all of us are 
to model our lives. And the portrait of this spotless 
character and the record of this wonderful life are 
incomparably the most priceless boon ever given to 
man. As often as you turn to this picture m the 
Gospel narrative, you ascend to a mount of privileged 
communion more sacred and precious than that which 
Christ's chosen apostles enjoyed when they sat by 
his side on the Mount of Olives, or Mary when she 

sat at his feet in her house so honored by his presence 
2 
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18 CHAItACTEE-BuiLDING. 

at Bethany, or John when, at that last and never-to- 
be-forgotten supper, he leaned npon his bosom. 

Looking at this incarnation of truth, purity, duty, 
sacrifice, and love, we hear the heavenly voice calling 
to us, " See that thou make all things according to " 
this "pattern showed to thee" in this most sacred 
mount of divine manifestation. 

To these holy eminences of divine illumination, 
divine revelation, and divine manifestation, God bids 
you rise ; and here he speaks to you in a voice that 
cannot be misunderstood, and must not be disregarded. 

4. There are also given to us all seasons of special 
revdaMariy times when the height to which we are 
lifted is greater, and earth with its blinding atmos- 
phere seems farther removed — its strife and clamor 
more faint and ineffectual — ^while God's voice sounds 
clearer, and the heavenly vision is brighter. 

There are times when the soul seems more sus- 
ceptible of good influences, and the powers of evil 
relax their grasp, and tender memories steal in upon 
the mind, and the thoughts of a mother's love, and a 
father's prayers, and a teacher's counsels, and a Sav- 
iour's sympathy, and the Spirit's gentle wooings, hold 
the entire being for one supreme hour under their 
hallowing spell. Yes, dear friends, there are such 
moments in the life of every one of you, when the 
higher nature seems to triumph, and life wears a 
changed aspect, and the "Will regains his usurped 
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throne, and Eesolve takes the vision of life then re^ 
yealed as the tme ideal, henceforth to be master. 

Cherish, friends, these favored seasons. Prize the 
revelations and purposes of these more elevated hours 
beyond all estimate. As travelers in mountainous 
regions, climbing to some high eminence where the 
glories of the entrancing view ravish the soul, carry 
the glorious vision with them, through all the future 
years of life ; so take with you these clearest visions 
of the heavenly pattern, these best thoughts and 
holiest purposes and loftiest ideals, down into the 
lowest valley of temptation and strife. Do not let 
this great and ever-perpetuated warfare with the 
"world, the flesh, and the devil" find you in your 
worst, but ever in your hest^ condition — the heavenly 
armor always on, the holy purpose always strong to 
fight with valor the foes of life, and the heaven- 
revealed plan always kept before the mind to lend 
its ceaseless inspiration in life's daily battle. 

Enough has been said to indicate what that pattern 
is which is given to us all, where and how it is re- 
vealed to us, and its infinite value ; let us turn now 
to consider the second great fact that calls for our 
most serious attention, namely, 

n. The Divine Pattern must be followed id order 
to a true and successful life. 

There can be no neglect of this revealed plan, no 
failure to build after this model, no trifling with this 
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divine revelation as thongh it were a human fancy, 
without making one's life a melancholy failure ; and 
there can be no genuine acceptance of it without 
making one's life a true success. 

1. Let it be kept in mind that this is God^s plan 
for ytmr life-work — God's ideal life for you. Eeflect 
a moment and take in the full measure of this 
thought. 

You look around you, above you, every-where, and 
see this vast physical universe. You observe that 
this planet of earth on which we live, though it seems 
so large, is but a small part of a By stem of worlds 
with which it stands intimately connected ; that yon- 
der blazing sun, the central orb of this system, is as 
large as 1,300,000 worlds like ours, and around it are 
revolving other worlds of vast magnitude. Extend- 
ing your vision you behold, by telescopic aid, stretch- 
ing away into measureless space, oi^ver suns cmd sys- 
temsj vaster and more incomprehensible, worlds upon 
worlds, a mighty and majestic host, which no eye 
can compass, no human powers can measure, and no 
terrestrial mathematics can compute, all marshaled in 
imposmg array, and marching in unvarying order 
along their pathways through the skies. "What is this 
amazing array of flaming worlds ? God^s tJwugkt ex- 
pressed in visible forms. What gives to this vast 
universe such perfect unity amid infinite variety? 
God^s psrfect jIUm. What holds these myriad worlds 
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in their orbit and prevents a universal wreck ? Ohedi- 
ence to GocPa lorn ^ never-wavering allegiance to his 
plan and purpose. 

And the same God who conceived and called into 
being this stupendous universe, and in perfect accord 
with whose plan each rolling orb wheels round in its 
appointed orbit, this God has condescended to give to 
each of jou aplcmfor yowr Ufe^worh. 

Whether a life-pattern coming to us from such 
a source is worth our acceptance, whether it can be 
rejected or neglected without wreck of all worthy 
hopes, none but a madman can ever pause to 
question. 

Every consideration of the character and majesty of 
God, of his relation to the universe and to ourselves, 
every consideration of honor and of privilege, of duty 
and of destiny, demand that, setting aside all personal 
shaping and directing of our lif e-btdlding, we should 
unhesitatingly accept and unfalteringly follow the 
pattern given us by this divine Architect. 

Not thus to respect the authority of the Divine 
Being is to insult his holy majesty, and to turn away 
with disdain from the beneficent power that protects 
you and daily pours his benisons upon you. 

Once let the thought that Ood^8 ideal of y(ywr 
life has been really revealed to you actually possess 
the mind, with all its legitimate force, and nothing 
can prevent your yielding to its sway. Henceforth, 
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your life has a significance in it which belongs to 
nothing merely human; it is a divine thing; it is 
God's purpose and God's thought taking on a human 
form incarnated in you. 

You thimJc God's thoughts, you utter his words, 
you crystallize his will into actual deeds ; you project 
into this needy and sinful world of humanity a life 
that is heaven-planned and heaven-inspired, the copy 
of a divine ideal given to you by the almighty World- 
Builder. 

And thus, because it is God's plan and not a hu- 
man production, it must be followed; because it is 
the "high and holy One that inhabiteth eternity" 
who has made you this wondrously condescending 
overture, " See that thou make aU things according to 
the pattern showed to thee in the mount." 

2. All the lessons from analogy teach us the 
majesty of divine law — ^the penalty of violating, and 
the profit of obeying, its behests. See every-wherein 
nature a perfect adjustment of part to complementary 
part, an adaptation of means to ends. Every thing 
shows purpose and plan. Law reigns ; order and har- 
mony are the universal resultants. What if this 
earth were to rebel against the universal plan of the 
great Creator and break away from its allegiance to 
the great law of gravitation ! What chaos and con- 
fusion, what wreck and ruin, would ensue 1 God is 
teaching man the lesson of obedience to divine law 
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and of harmony with the divine method by the 
myriad voices of the physical universe. He is teach- 
ing us also by symbols and by signs, as well as by the 
facts of science, to respect law and to observe order. 

The tabernacle which Moses was conunanded to 
build was an object-lesson for the Hebrews to teach 
them these essential truths. Its exact measurements, 
its minutely - described materials, its oft-recurring 
numbers of symbolic meaning, its outer and inner 
courts, its holy and most holy place, all symbolized 
order, stability, perfection. The cherubim, hovering 
over the ark with their wings meeting, taught the 
same great lesson of order and harmony, and declared 
the inmianence of the great presiding Power who per- 
vades all nature and governs all the affairs of men. 

Attempt to disregard one of the laws which God 
has ordained, and you pay the penalty. Despise or 
forget the law of gravitation ; step from the roof of a 
house or the edge of a precipice as though the air 
were like the solid pavement for your feet, and, 
quickly dashed to the ground below, your mutilated 
body attests the foolhardiness of your lawless act 
What have you done but violated God's order — set 
aside his laws ? 

Can you, then, disregard no single part of his 
plan, vfi naturCy without peril, and yet expect to 
set at naught his entire plan for the government of 
yov/r life with immunity from evil consequences? 
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No, friends, as certainly as there is but one God 
who made the nniyerse and established its laws, and 
made you and put you under law, so certainly will 
that same God hold you to the acceptance of his per- 
fect plan, or leave you to sufEer the fearful penalties 
of its rejection. 

3. And this Divine Pattern must be followed in its 
corrvpleteness cmd com^eJiensvveness^ with all its par- 
ticularity of detail. 

Three perils lie in ambush, even for those who, with 
more or less strength of purpose, regard themselves 
as accepting the revealed plan for their life-building. 
The first is the peril of accepting it m party but not in 
its completeness; the second is that of accepting it 
iheoreUcaUy^ but rejecting it practically ; the third is 
the peril of accepting it for a Ume^ but abandoning it 
before the life-work is completed. 

Every-where in society, and not seldom in the 
Church of Christ, you will find representatives of 
these several classes of persons, subjects of a sad, prac- 
tical failure in following God's plan, while yet they 
do not avowedly reject it. 

But this is a matter concerning which profession 
and sentiment and expressed desire are worth no 
more than they would be on the part of a workman 
on a btdlding who disrega/rded the plam, of the archi- 
tecty and built the structure in part or entirely according 
to his own plam,. This question of building the 
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temple of character and of our life-work is an intensely 
practical one, and depends far less upon our desires 
and purposes than upon tJie work dctuaHA/ done^ day 
by day, hour by hour, as the structure ever moves 
forward to completion. 

Here, again, as ever, we must remind ourselves that 
we are all and always the subjects of inexorable law 
upon which sickly sentiment and cheap excuses have 
no effect. There is no other way of safety but to 
a/void the mistakes which will certainly vitiate the 
entire work of life, and cause it. to end in pitiable 
failure. 

And so, we repeat, God's plan must be taken, as he 
gives it to each, in all its completeness and particular- 
ity. In that pattern of the tabernacle showed to 
Moses, we may sometimes wonder why so many and 
minute and seemingly unimportant details were given 
by special revelation. 

But the wonder ceases when one has once seen a 
model of that tabernacle, constructed just as Moses 
was bidden to construct it, the exact pattern followed 
in every minutest detail, not a ring or bar or knob or 
loop omitted ; for then its simple beauty and sym- 
metry are clearly apparent. 

So, often, we may think that the life-plan given 
to us has much in it that is unimportant, and may 
be omitted without essential harm. We forget the 
perfect adjustment and mutual dependence of part to 
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part, and each minutest part to the completed whole ; 
we forget that strength and symmetry and beauty 
of character are destroyed by any slightest omission 
or neglect, and that it is only when the full com- 
plement of apparently trifling particulars is reached 
that character and life attain their truest and greatest 
glory. 

Besides, none but God knew the full meaning of 
every direction given in the pattern of the Hebrew 
tabernacle. Much, if not all of it, was both symbol- 
ical and typical, teaching great spiritual truths and 
typifying better things to come in the "heavenly 
tabernacle not made with hands." And thus may it 
be with the pattern shown to us; all its deepest 
depths of divine meaning and purpose, all its relations 
and far-reaching results, we may not now clearly per- 
ceive. But this we do know, though we often forget 
or fail to apply it in our daily lives, that nothing that 
God requires of us, however non-essential it may seem 
to us, is unimportant ; and nothing that relates to life 
and duty and destiny is trivial or insignificant. 

The greatest achievements of earth's greatest men 
have resulted from the utmost attention to minutest 
things. The architect, the sculptor, the painter, the 
poet — all have wrought their masterpieces by follow- 
ing with unwavering fidelity the ideal revealed to 
them on some favored mount of illumination. The 
pattern given, the ideal floating ever in the mind, 
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inspired the patient toil and painstaking detail neces- 
sary to lie realization of their purpose. 

"Why, yon have done nothing to this statue since 
I was here months ago," said a friend to Michael 
Angelo, as he stood in the great sculptor's studio and 
looked at a marble figure before him. "O yes," 
replied the incomparable' genius, "I have removed the 
blemish from that limb, softened that expression, 
given a gentler look to the eye, and carried it forward 
some steps toward completion." " But these are all 
trifles," interposed the visitor. "Yes," replied the 
matchless sculptor, "but trifles make perfection, and 
perfection is no trifle." And so the illustrious artist 
toiled on with patient devotion to the seemingly petty 
details of his work, which unskilled eyes would rarely 
notice, until the completed statue called forth the 
praises of an admiring world. Nothing is unimpor- 
tant in a world where every whisper goes soimding 
through the universe, and adds harmony or discord to 
the " music of the spheres." 

" Pluck one thread and the web ye mar; 

Break but one 
Of a thousand keys, and the paining jar 

Through all will run." 

I must not dwell upon the necessity of avoiding the 
peril, to which allusion has already been made, of 
j^acticallAf neglecting^ while we seem to accept, the 
divine pattern of our life. 
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The architect draws not only a representation of 
the entire structure as it stands completed in his own 
mind, but he draws for the workman's daily use what 
he terms the "working-plan." This must be ever 
kept in mind as each timber or stone or brick is placed 
in position. So the great Architect has given us not 
merely a general outline, but a worhing-plcm of life. 

And thus must you build, with God's working- 
plan of life and conduct ever in mind; watching 
daily with utmost care lest (mother plan than that of 
the divine Architect be substituted, and the work be 
marred beyond reparation. Substitute self for God, 
your own purpose for his will, pleasure for duty, com- 
promise for unyielding integrity, prevarication for 
unqualified truth, and the sacred structure is irrepar- 
ably weakened and deformed. 

See to it, young friend, that day by day, not only 
in jpwrjpoae but in fact^ you actually do " make all 
things according to the pattern showed to thee in the 
mount." 

And then, too, you must beware lest, having legun 
to build according to the divine model, the heavenly 
vision fade away, the earnest endeavor cease, and the 
work end in mournful failure. How sad the thought 
of such a possible termination of a life-work begun in 
hope, and prosecuted at first with fairest promise. 
But can you call to mind no example of such a mel- 
ancholy fate? no young man who began a life of 
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promise by praying in cliildhood at his mother's side, 
and ended in a drunkard's doom? no young man 
who left the parental roof with promises of obedience 
to the heavenly call upon his lips, who has forgotten 
those promises and pierced the hearts of parents with 
bitter pangs of grief? Are there none before me 
now who remember solemn vows made at God's altar — 
vows which have not been kept, holy purposes that 
have vanished into " airy nothings ? " 

Are there none who entered upon a course of study 
with the purpose of devoting their lives to the Christian 
ministry, who, by their neglect and thoughtlessness, 
have drifted into a reahn of darkness and doubtand 
indifference to spiritual things? Am I addressing 
none from whose mind the blessed vision has faded? 
none to whom the lofty ideal of life has lost its 
beauty and attraction ? none with whom the heavenly 
pattern has ceased to lend its inspiration to life? 

If such there be, listen to these kindly voices from 
earth and heaven ; recall the faded vision ; renew the 
broken vows ; rekindle the expiring flame of devo- 
tion ; replace the withdrawn sacrifice upon the altar 
of consecration; and henceforth watch with double 
diligence, and, with never-falfcering fidelity, "See 
that thou make all things according to the pattern 
showed to thee in the mount." 

This, then, is the priceless lesson of this hour's 
study. God reveals to each of you a perfect pattern 
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for yonr life. That life will be a success or a failure 
in exact proportion as you follow, or fail to follow, 
the divine pattern. Let neither of these twin truths 
ever lose its conunanding influence over you. 

K peril and failure lie along the path of disregard 
to the divine plan, safety and success are the certain 
results of heeding it. Build as the heavenly voice 
and vision bid you, and not all the forces of evil com- 
bined can make your life a failure. You may not 
build upon conspicuous heights that gorgeous temple 
of success at whose gilded shrines men love to wor- 
ship. Your humbler edifice may not conunand the 
attelition and admiration of the world ; but it shall be 
the true development of God's ideal, reared in har- 
mony with the eternal laws that hold the universe in 
being, and it shall stand while the throne of God en- 
dures. 
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THE INCORRUPTIBLE YOUNG MAN. 
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"Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; ... in all thy ways ac- 
knowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths."— Proverbs. 



" My strength is as the strength of ten, 
Because my heart is pure." — ^Tennyson. 



** There is but one temple in the universe, and that is the body oi 
man." — ^Novams. 



" His life was gentle, and the elements 
So mixed in him, that Nature might stand up 
And say to all the world, * This was a man.' " 
— Shaqsspeabb. 
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" The archers have sorely grieved hfan, and shot at him, and hated 
him : but his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hands were 
made strong by the hands of the mighty Grod of Jacob.'* — Genesis 
xlix, 23. 24. 

THE book of human character, next to the book of 
God, contains the most valuable lessons for our 
study ; and when the record of character is found m 
the sacred volume, the two sources of wisdom become 
one, and present a pre-eminent claim upon our atten- 
tion. The lessons which may be learned from the 
study of the biographies of the Bible are serviceable 
to all classes of persons ; but to the young, especially, 
they are invaluable. 

Our present object is to portray some of the more 
prominent and representative characters of Bible his- 
tory in such manner as to remove them from the 
realm of unreality in which the mind naturally places 
them, and bring them into real and realized relations 
with the world in which we live and circumstances 
essentially like those which surround ourselves. Thus 
it is hoped that in the study of these " Guides and 
Guards," which inspiration has given us for instruc- 
tion and admonition, the youth and the manhood of 
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to-day may be streugtliened and equipped for vaKant 
warfare and victorious achievement in the battle of life. 

We begin with one rf the most perfect characters 
in the Scriptures. We may as well set before us at 
the outset the truest model, and bring ourselves into 
familiar intercourse with one of the noblest men 
whose record adorns the page of history. With the 
history of this Hebrew youth you are all familiar, 
and I shall not attempt to conduct you through all 
the details of his eventful life, but only pause, here 
and there, to ponder the lessons of the more conspicu- 
ous events in that life, and admire the beauty of his 
matchless character. 

The one distinguishing feature of this character 
that most excites our admiration and deserves our 
study is its unconquerable power of resistance to the 
mighty forces of evil. Truthfully and eloquently did 
the hoary-headed Jacob say, as, dying, he placed his 
h^nd in benediction on Joseph's head, " The archers 
have sorely grieved him, and shot at him, and hated 
him : but his bow abode in strength, and the arms 
of his hands were made strong by the hands of the 
mighty God of Jacob." In this light we hold him 
up to your view as a model of integrity and honor^ 
Joseph the tried, the tempted, the vruiOTruptihIe you/ng 
mrni. He was subjected to unusual tests, and stood 
the ordeal with resolute firmness and strength. 

In the early years of Joseph's home-life he was the 
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subject of an unwise partiality on the part of his dot- 
ing father. The child of his beloved Kachel, the son 
of his old age, possessing rare amiability and excellence 
of character, Joseph was the object of Jacob's peculiar 
affection ; that affection was ill-concealed. A richly- 
embroidered coat, given him as a mark of distinction, 
and many an act of fondness shown by the thoughtless 
father, pointed him out as the favorite child, and 
natui*ally enough stung the hearts of his less favored 
brothers, and jnade him the mark for the envenomed 
shafts of their envy. That this partiality of his father 
and ill-will of his brothers did not spoil the youth and 
embitter his heart only shows his native strength of 
character. Himself guileless and unsuspecting, he 
artlessly tells his brothers the strange dreams which 
prefigure his promotion and their abasement. This 
fans the flame of hatred in their breasts. 

The opportunity for revenge comes ; on an evil day 
he is sent to seek his brothers while they tend their 
flocks in the fields of Dothan, a long distance from 
home ; the envious brothers seize him and thrust him 
into a deep pit to die. But a company of Arabian 
merchants happening — as men say — ^to pass by just at 
that juncture, these heartless brothers, prompted by 
cupidity, drag him from tlie pit, and for twenty pieces 
of silver sell him as a slave, to endure the cruelties of 
a life of bondage. 

That was a dark day for the youthful Joseph. 
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Wrested suddenly from the anns of parental affec- 
tion, borne away, a stranger and a captive, to a land 
unknown, his heart may well sink within him, as with 
the caravan of these strange-visaged Midianites, he 
slowly moves on to the land of Egypt. What thoughts 
crowd his mind ! what burning tears wet his cheeks 
on this sad journey! But God, the ever-faithful, 
is still liis friend, and his heart beats yet with 
hope while he feels the inspiration of a new-bom 
strength. 

At length the caravan reaches Egypt's proud capi- 
tal, and Joseph is sold by his recent purchasers to 
Potiphar, captain of the guard of the Pharaoh who 
rules the land. See him, a lad of seventeen sum- 
mers, hitherto inexperienced in the world, now far 
from home, a slave in a foreign land, without one 
earthly friend to counsel him. 

New scenes are wont to test the character of youth. 
What a critical moment is that in the young man's 
life when he first leaves the dear old home, and goes 
forth to battle with life's forces alone I Entering a 
strange city, exposed to new temptations, forming 
new associates, released from home restraints — ah, how 
many a youth of promise, just at that eventful period, 
has begun 'a career of sin and sorrow! But Joseph, 
though in a heathen land, where false gods are univers- 
ally worshiped, forgets not the God of his father ; and 
the pious instructions of his early days, now ripened 
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into firm religious principles, prove a safeguard against 
the corrupting influences of liis new surroundings. 

And how fares it with this young Hebrew slave in 
the house of the Egyptian officer ? Just as it always 
will with one who honors God and plants himself 
upon the eternal foundation of right-doing. "The 
Lord was with " him and prospered him, made all he 
did to prosper, and gave him favor in the sight of his 
master, who, discovering that he was a young man of 
piety and integrity, and that his God was with him, 
advanced him to the highest position in his house- 
hold, made him overseer of all that he had, and 
trusted him unqualifiedly, placing in his hands the 
entire management of his aflfairs, and "knew not 
aught that he had, save the bread which he did eat." 

Look at this picture, young men, struggling to rise 
in the world, and learn the basis of all true prosperity 
— ^fidelity to God and fidelity to man — the Lord's 
favor and the Lord's help. This is the most essential 
prerequisite to a successful life. Joseph the Israelitish 
slave, rising to the highest place in Potiphar's liouse- 
hold, is a worthy study for every youth of our day. 

But we must follow this youth of our story into 
yet more critical circumstances, and behold him suc- 
cessfully resisting the blandishments of sinful pleas- 
ure, beating back the fearful surges of temptation 
that dash against him, warding off the fiery arrows 
shot from the bow of wanton lust, if we would know 
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the true heroism of his character and see it shining in 
all its lustrous beauty. In that house where Joseph 
has found such favor is a fair tempter — ^his own mis- 
tress, wife of his master — a woman doubtless of 
queenly beauty, but of corrupt heart. 

A pure-minded woman, true to her nature and her 
holy calling, is God's best evangel, and man's best 
angel on earth. Many such there are who bless the 
homes in which you live, and throw their hallowing 
light on the path you tread. But a bad woman, false 
to her nature and her mission, and fallen from her 
high estate of purity, is at once the darkest blot and 
the direst curse of society. In the very house of such 
a one Joseph's lot is cast. Day by day she fixes her 
evil eye on the weU-favored youth, and, by all the 
machinations of an artful and wicked woman, seeks to 
win him to the way of sin. 

We cannot but admire the inflexible integrity of 
this invincible youth. Here he is, in a strange land, 
completely in the power of his master and mistress ; 
here are beauty, position, wealth, honor, power, unit- 
ing the charms of their seductive voices to lure him 
from virtue. He knows the power of this evil-pur- 
posed woman ; he is a slave, she is his mistress ; his 
hope of future favor, his very life, are in her hand. 
Besides, the law of Jehovah had not then been written 
on tables of stone ; society had not attained that high 
plane of virtue which it now occupies. And yet, 



Digitized by 



Google 



Joseph the InccTTuptiMe Young Man. 39 

not the caresses of an unhallowed love, not the promise 
of superior position, not the dreadful consequences of 
resistance, not all the combined influences of this fierce 
temptation, which swept over him like a hurricane 
blast, moved a single iota the granite column of that 
noble character, which stood secure on its firm foun- 
dation of virtue and religion. Strong and immovable 
as the pyramids, which from their lofty heights looked 
down upon that illustrious youth, was his own im- 
maculate character. 

It becomes us to ponder well this firm and manly 
element of character, and learn, if we can, the sources 
of this unconquerable strength. For Joseph stands 
not alone the subject of shai*p temptation, of wanton 
smiles, and hellish arts. The archers are to-day shoot- 
ing forth their poisonous arrows with fatal precision 
of aim, and many a man falls wounded by these dead- 
ly shafts. How shall they withstand these fiery darts ? 
how resist the blandishments of sin? Not otherwise 
than as Joseph did. Mark well, therefore, the weapons 
with which he conquered. 

The fear of God^—ih.^ consciousness of being in his 
all-seeing presence — this was the mighty safeguard 
which protected him against the fierce assaults of the 
evil one. " How then can I do this great wickedness, 
and sin a^amst Godf^^ is the weapon which he hurls 
into the smiling face of this fair form of eviL It is 
not that he is apprehensive of the consequences of 
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sin, but it is because lie fears God, and dares not, will 
not, sin against him. Above the enticing notes of the 
tempter, above the dulcet tones of pleasure, above the 
pleadings of apparent seK-interest, above the clamor- 
ous cry of passion, is heard the clear, calm voice of 
conscience saying, " Do not this great wickedness and 
sin against God." Whoever heeds this sacred voice 
is safely shielded from the tempter's power ; whoever 
heeds it not ventures into the dark and slippery paths 
of sin, and his " feet shall slide in due time." 

The fear of God, then, was the anchor which held 
this imperiled youth; and, my young friend, only 
this anchor will hold you when the winds of tempta- 
tion furiously rage and the storm of passion beats 
high — ^this only will save you from making shipwreck 
of virtue, and from the loss of all that is dear and 
worthy and true. Well does Basil say of this grace 
that it is "the store-house of other virtues;" and 
Chrysostom calls it " the mother and root and nurse 
and foundation and bond of all good things in us." 

Ajid this fear of God teaches a man prudence, 
even as it did Joseph. He is wise, who, when tempta- 
tion meets him face to face, resists with invincible 
purpose ; but he is wiser who^fiees from the fascinat- 
ing charm of evil, avoiding the very occasion of sin. 
Thus Joseph will lend no listening ear to the voice of 
evU, stops not to bandy words in dalliance with 
temptation, but flees from its presence, and walkp 
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forth with the conscious dignity of a conqueror. 
How many a man, with no thought of basely surrenr 
dermg to temptation, will yet linger around its en- 
chanting presence, charmed by its honeyed words, and 
fascinated by its witching spell, until, like the foolish 
moth, he, too, is lured into the fatal flames ! One of 
Satan's most successful arts is to induce young per- 
sons to look at masked evil. Your only safety is in 
obeying the counsel of inspiration, ''Enter not into the 
jpath of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men. 
Avoid it, pass not hy it, turn from it, and pass away." 

We have now to view Joseph's character subjected 
to another severe test — that of sudden reverses of for- 
tune. That firm refusal to sin against God cost him 
something. He knew it would; and it is this fact 
that imparts the element of heroism to his act. He 
deliberately chooses rather to suffer than to sin. 

And now, as the result of his fidelity, the maliciouB 
darts of calumny are hurled at him. 

" Heaven haa no rage like love to hatred turned, 
Nor hell a fury like a woman scorned." 

The fiery rage of this shameless woman now vents 
its fury on the innocent subject of her seductive arts ; 
and he whom no art nor wile could seduce from the 
way of purity, now stands before his master accused 
of the basest crime. Joseph is immediately seized 
and rudely cast into prison. It is not an easy thing 
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to Btand calmly under the imputation of a false accu- 
sation. To sufEer wrongfully, and heoait^e of your 
fidelity to the right, requires true heroism of soul. 
Behold such greatness in the bearing of the falsely- 
accused and imprisoned Joseph! Conscious of his 
own integrity and the spotlessness of his character, he 
calmly leaves his reputation md his life in the hands 
of tliat God whose he is and whom he serves. 

He might easily have yielded to this sudden re- 
verse — as many another has yielded to one less trying 
— ^and have said, " It is all over with me now. 
Reputation blasted, position lost, friends gone, incar- 
cerated in this dismal dungeon — ^all is lost." Not thus 
ingloriously did this brave-hearted man surrender. 
He has not lost all, nor mtcch^ when weighed in God's 
balances. He still has — what no king can wrest from 
hinri^ and no dungeon exclude from his enjoyment — ^the 
rich heritage of an unsullied character, a pure con- 
science, and, with these treasures, the favor of the ever- 
blessed God. 

" What nothing earthly gives or can destroy, 
The sours calm sunshine and the heart-felt joy, 
Is virtue's prize." 

" The Lord was with Joseph '' in prison. There is a 
whole volume of blessed history in that one sentence. 
Nothing more need be added. He was happy ; he was 
prosperous ; he was honored*; he was safe. Put a man 
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anywhere, at any post of duty or of danger, with a 
pure character, an enlightened conscience, a grace- 
renewed heart, and the infinite God for his companion, 
and he needs no other guaranty of safety or success. 
He will find and follow the one best way. 

How f are^ it, again we ask, with this Hebrew youth 
in these new and greatly changed circumstances ? Let 
every young man look into that prison and learn how 
to secure the success he seeks — how to win the high- 
est prizes of life. 

^' Honor and shame from no condition rise, 
Act well thy part, there all the honor lies." 

And act that part in the fear of God and with his 
ever-proflfered help. 

Joseph in prison is the same man that he was in 
the house of Potiphar. Circumstances do not change 
a true and royal character. They neither make nor 
unmake the genuine man. A diamond is not less a 
diamond, trampled under foot of man, than when it 
flashes on the bosom of royalty. Here, in this ac- 
cused prisoner, is a diamond character flashing forth 
its brilliant hues through all these gloomy prison cells. 

It does not take the jailer long to learn the character 
and worth of his new charge. Joseph commands the 
same respect and confldence here as when, a slave, 
he entered the house of Potiphar. And, as then he 
soon rose to the highest position of trust, so here, we 
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soon find him intrusted with the care and guardian- 
ship of all his fellow-prisoners. How simple, yet in- 
structive, the Scripture record I " But the Lord was 
with Joseph, and showed him mercy, and gave him 
favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. And 
the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's hand 
all the prisoners that were in the prison ; and what- 
ever they did there, he was the doer of it. The 
keeper of the prison looked not to any thing that was 
under his hand ; because the Lord was with him, and 
that which he did, the Lord made it to prosper." 

And God thus manifests his favor to Joseph be- 
cause he recognizes and honors God. He is the same 
prayerful. God-fearing, God-honoring man here in 
the presence of these coarse associates that he has ever 
been, and plucks the ripened fruit of the promise, 
" Him that honoreth me, I will honor." 

And when the Lord, true ever to his purpose, un- 
dertakes to honor and to help the faithful doer, he is 
at no loss for opportunities and resources. It matters 
not whether such a one is in a prison or a palace, on 
a cobbler's bench or on a throne : God can raise him 
from the one to the other as easily as he lifts the 
mantle of darkness from the earth and wraps it in the 
white robe of light. Ah, if men but knew, if young 
men could but see, how readily God can bring them 
deliverance, blessing, honor — all they need of gain 
and of good — tliey would honor and trust him more 1 
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If there was in all that land of the Nile one whose 
condition seemed more hopeless than that of another 
it was this Hebrew slave and prisoner in his Egyptian 
dungeon^ Yet God was preparing a palace for his 
abode, horses and chariots for his service, and the 
honors of a kingdom to be cast at his feet 1 "God 
raiseth the poor out of the dust, and lif teth the needy 
out of the dung-hiU; that he may set him with 
princes." Among his fellow-prisoners are two of the 
king's servants. Each of them has a dream, and 
Joseph interprets their dreams. Mark you, it is 
through the wisdom which God gives that he has the 
power of interpretation, and he does not fail to ac- 
knowledge this fact. The interpretation proves cor- 
rect — the one is liberated, the other slain. The re- 
stored butler forgets, in his base ingratitude, the friend 
of his prison-life, and for two more long years Joseph 
waits and works, prays and hopes, shut in from the 
L'ght of day. 

But God is not in haste as men are. He knows the 
glorious issue of his plans, and calmly waits their 
consummation. If we knew him better and trusted 
him more we should become jpa/rtakers of that sub- 
lime patience which knows no weariness. There is 
no more essential lesson for a young man to master 
than this — " Learn to labor and to wait." Be not in 
haste to grasp the glittering prize for which you toil. 
It will be worth the more, you will be the more 
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worthy of it, after the earnest struggling and the patient 
waiting of years of persevering efEort. 

Bnt God's time comes at last ; and no ingratitude 
of friends nor wrath of enemies can stay its coming. 
He that can put dreams into the king's mind, and 
give the spirit of wisdom for their interpretation to 
the young Hebrew prisoner, can surely bring the 
needed deliverance to every imprisoned spirit of 
earth, no matter how secure his dungeon nor how 
strongly forged his claims. Pharaoh, the king, 
dreams, and the ungrateful butler now remembers, in 
the long-forgotten Hebrew slave, one who can reveal 
to Pharaoh the meaning of his night-vision. Joseph 
is summoned, and is soon standing before this mighty 
Pharaoh, listening to the rehearsal of his mysterious 
dream. Behold him unabashed in the presence of 
royalty, and hear his modest acknowledgment of his 
God, and his dependence upon him for the wisdom 
which he possesses. 

" It is not in me," says Joseph, in reply to the 
monarch's flattering allusion to his prophetic ability, 
" God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace." 

He who was not ashamed to confess his God before 
his fellow-prisoners blushes not to acknowledge him 
before a heathen king. The dream, as interpreted by 
Joseph, presaged seven years of bountiful harvests, 
followed by seven years of gaunt famine. The inter- 
pretation given, this youthful prophet ventures to 
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connsel the troubled ruler to choose a man, discreet 
and wise, who in the seajson of plenty shall lay up 
ample stores for the time of want. But who so wise 
and qualified for this difficult task aa this same He- 
brew youth, "in whom the Spirit of God is?" 

Therefore, after consultation, Joseph the stranger — 
fresh from his prison-cell — ^is appointed by Pharaoh 
to be the prime minister of his kingdom. Thus 
speaks Pharaoh to the humble released prisoner: 
" Forasmuch as God has showed thee all this, there 
is none so discreet and wise as thou art: Thou 
shalt be over my house, and according unto thy word 
shall all my people be ruled : only in the throne will 
I be greater than thou. And Pharaoh said unto Jo- 
seph, See, I have set thee over all the land of Egypt. 
And Pharaoh took oflf his ring from his hand, and 
put it upon Joseph's hand" — a badge of highest 
honor — "and arrayed him in vestures of fine linen, 
and put a gold chain about his neck ; and he made 
him to ride in the second chariot which. he had ; and 
they cried before him. Bow the knee." 

Did ever the tide of fortune turn so quickly and 
fiow in so suddenly to the very flood-height of 
worldly prosperity ? " Behold, one hour hath changed 
his fetters into a chain of gold, his rags into robes, his 
stocks into a chariot, his jail into a palace ; Potiphar's 
captive to his master's lord, the noise of his chains 
into " the acclaim of the prostrate multitude ! 
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Picture to yourself Joseph, now but thirty years of 
age, exalted to this dizzy height of power. He lives in 
yonder palace, probably in the city of Heliopolis, fa- 
mous for its magnificent buildings, its grand temple — 
sacred to the sun — ^its priesthood, its wise and learned 
men. Hither the wise men of Greece resorted, in 
after years, to seek wisdom. Here, a thousand years 
later and more, Solon, Plato, and Herodotus studied 
Egyptian lore. Only a single obelisk of red granite 
to-day marks the spot of all this departed greatness. 
But in Joseph's time the proud city was in the height 
of its splendor. In the midst of this magnificence and 
learning, and these spectacular rites of heathen worship, 
he moved, most illustrious of all, crowned with highest 
honors; under the shadow of this same monolith that 
stands to-day in its silent, solemn grandeur, he rode in 
his costly chariot, and Egypt's wisest and most honored 
sons bowed in humble obeisance before him. 

Will his character stand this test — ^severer it may 
be than any heretofore applied — of sudden elevation 
to prosperity and power, honor and wealth ? Many 
a man is there, who, in his lowly home of poverty, 
knelt upon his uncarpeted floor, morning and even- 
ing, and sent up his grateful offering of praise and 
prayer to heaven, but who, when that humble abode 
is exchanged for the costly mansion, with its splendid 
appointments, bows not the knee in prayer upon that 
carpet of richest texture, and offers no sweet incense 
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of praise to liim whose favor has loaded him with 
benefits. 

Many a man who walked in the humble path of 
poverty, or the darkened way of adversity, with a 
conscious integrity, and cleansed his way "by taking 
heed thereto according to " God's "word," when lifted 
to the paths of higher social position, corrupts his 
way by parting hands with virtue, and forsaking the 
God of his less prosperous years. 

There is many a man to-day in the halls of legisla- 
tion, in the highest places of power, prayerless, god- 
less, virtueless, who was once a praying youth. Ah, 
* my friends, it is not so much the bleak, fierce winds 
that sweep along the valleys and around the mountain 
bases of adversity that blight manhood and blast vir- 
tue and destroy character, as it is the fervid rays from 
the zenith sun beaming upon those who stand on the 
dazzling heights of prosperity. There is, probably, 
no greater peril before you than that of elevation to 
the very heights of position which you seek to gain. 

But this young man, whose character we are study- 
ing, bears his new honors, and withstands the influ- 
ence of liis sudden prosperity, as few are wont to do. 
He is the same humble, faithful, God-serving man in 
the palace that he was in the prison. Though mar- 
ried to the daughter of the high-priest, who ministers 
at the altars of that magnificent Temple of the Sun, 
Joseph still cleaves to the religion of his youth, and 
4 
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is known through all that idolatrous land as the de- 
vout worshiper of the Hebrew's God — Jehovah. He 
acknowledges the divine appointment of his mission, 
and fulfills it with a singleness of purpose and a 
purity of character which we cannot but admire. 

"We must rapidly pass over the remaining portion 
of his history, though full of intensest interest. The 
years of plenty pass, and his superior administrative 
ability fills the store-houses of the land for the years 
of famine which follow. 

One day there stand before him ten Israelitish 
men, who, pinched with hunger, have come down to 
buy com to carry back to the land of Canaan. He 
starts back with surprise as he looks into their faces — 
they are his brothers, who, more than twenty years 
before, had heartlessly sold him to the wandering 
Midianites. Now, at length, the opportunity for re- 
venge has come. A single word from him and they 
may be immured in the darkest dungeon, or hurried 
away to instant death. But revenge finds no place in 
that great-souled man. That royal nature is too mag- 
nanimous for such a base passion. Love only bums 
in that bosom ; and he longs to throw himself into 
their arms. And when he has tested the strength of 
their affection for their aged father, and for their 
youngest brother, Benjamin, he makes himself known 
to them, falling upon their necks, weeping and kiss- 
ing each with all the fondness of an ardent lover. 
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Gratefully and joyfully he sends for liis gray-liaired 
father, and provides a home of comfort for his old 
age, and for all his brothers, with their families. His- 
tory records no more beautiful or touching scene. 
Unlike many a man, who, in his prosperity, forgets his 
father's family, Joseph shows the superior qualities of 
liis nature by his ardent, filial, and fraternal affection. 

Thus rapidly have we glanced at the life and char- 
acter of this distinguished youth. We have seen him 
filling and adorning every station in life with a man- 
liness of bearing and fidelity to duty, eliciting uni- 
versal respect and praise — a manly boy, a dutiful son, 
an affectionate brother, a trusty servant, a considerate 
master, a wise statesman, a discreet administrator, a 
humble, faithful believer in God. A character so firm 
yet tender, strong yet lovable, exalted and pure, let 
us seek to emulate. 

Eeluctantly we leave the contemplation of such a 
character, taking to our inmost hearts the priceless 
lessons which it teaches. Learn hence, young friend, 
that it is not from surrounding circumstances, nor yet 
alone from early training, that true manhood comes. 
Joseph's brothers enjoyed the advantages of pious in- 
struction equally with himself ; yet he alone, of all 
the sons of Jacob, presents a character that is not 
sadly marred and unlovely. Ton must make your- 
sdfhy God's help. True nobility must develop from 
within, and cannot be given you by another — 
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** Destiny is not about thee, but within — 
Thyself must make thyself. ^' 

The one great lesson which the life of Joseph 
teaches us — a lesson which I would fain write upon 
your heart with the earnest tenderness of a brother — 
is this : True religion furnishes the only sure founda- 
tion of character, and the only safeguard against 
temptation. Build your character on any other foun- 
dation, and when the swelling* tides of temptation 
surge against it, and the tempest blasts of evil sweep 
over it, the feeble, tottering structure will fall, and 
with it will perish all your hopes for time and for 
eternity. But build upon this "Kock," and neither 
the fearful surges of sin, nor the threatening waves 
of death, nor the mighty billows of eternity, shall 
move the stately structure from its everlasting foun- 
dation. It will stand through time and through 
eternity a sacred temple of the Lord, and in it the 
soul shall offer up her grateful praise and ring her 
ceaseless song of joy. 

Kemember, then, O young man, if you would have 
your " bow " abide " in strength," while the archers 
shoot their death-dealing arrows at you, that the 
"arms" of your " hands ^' must be "made strong by 
the hands of the mighty God of Jacob," and the 
God of Joseph, the Incorruptible Young Mto. 
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THE UNCROWNED KING. 
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"He endured, as seeing Him who is invisible." — Epistle to thk 

HEBBEW& 



*' Once to every man and nation comes the moment to decide, 
lu the strife of Truth with Falsehood, for the good or evil side. 

" Then it is the brave man chooses, while the coward stands aside, 
Doubting, in his abject spirit, till his Lord is crucified." — Lowell. 



"Heard are the voices, 
Heard are the sages, 
The world's and the ages*: 
* Choose well, your choice is 
Brief, and yet endless.' " — Goethp 
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" By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called 
the son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing rather to suffer affliction 
with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season ; 
esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in 
Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward." — 
Hebrews xi, 24-26. 

VIEWED in some aepects of his character and life- 
work, Moses might jnstly be regarded as the 
most illustrious of men. In some respects he is 
equaled, and even surpassed, by St. Paul ; but in the 
breadth of his attainments and achievements, in the 
extent of his influence upon the institutions of civil- 
ized society, it is doubtful if any other man can take 
the crown of pre-eminence from the head of Moses. 
Others have shone with brilliant luster in their own 
age and nation ; he is the master-spirit of all ages and 
of all nations. The character and credibility of 
Moses, as you are aware, have recently been violently 
attacked by a somewhat conspicuous lecturer, reports 
of whose flippant lectures on the "Mistakes of 
Moses" have been widely circulated in the secular 
press. * It does not come within the scope of my 

* This discourse was delivered in the university when the lecture 
referred to was attracting attention and misleading many persona. 
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purpose to reply to these assaults, nor to attempt to 
vindicate the great statesman and lawgiver and 
author from the puny attacks of this petty trifler, 
whose chief object seems to be to amuse a thoughtless 
audience with cheap and vulgar jokes on solemn and 
sacred subjects. I will not consume your time nor in- 
sult your intelligence by any extended allusion to the 
statements of this erratic man. His vulgarity, rib- 
aldry, and blasphemy ought to be a suflScient antidote, 
with all sensible people, against the virus of his blatant 
atheism. The man who deals in disgusting jests about 
God and religion is not to-day so dangerous to the 
community as he, who, under the illusive name of 
science, insinuates his atheistic materialism into un- 
guarded minds. 

But, afiide from this lecturer's coarse and ribald 
jokes, his want of candor and his thorough ignorance 
or willful misrepresentation of facts must utterly 
destroy the influence of his allegations with all 
thoughtful people. The man who finds nothing but 
amusing blunders in the Mosaic account of creation, 
when the most distinguished scientists discover in it 
a remarkable harmony with the latest revelations of 
science; the man who makes merry over the ai*k 
resting on some fancied icy mountain-peak, when the 
Bible makes no such affirmation ; the man who assigns 
the Pentateuch to a date about two hundred and fifty 
years before Clirist, when every half -instructed gcholar- 
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knows that the Old Testament was translated into 
Greek in the Septnagint version, commenced about two 
hundred and eighty-four years before Christ, and there 
is abundant evidence that the most of the Old Testa- 
ment existed centuries before this — in a word, the man 
who goes right on, making assertions in utter disregard 
of the facts of science and of history and of universal 
consciousness, can be regarded as only a literary jug- 
gler, seeking to till his coffers at the expense of an ig- 
norant populace. But the man who denounces Homer 
and Dante and Milton will hardly stir a ripple on the 
surfaceof thoughtful minds when he turns his wooden 
guns against the illustrious Hebrew leader — ^Moses. 

The life of such a man as Moses is worthy of the 
profoundest study. But our limit will only permit 
us to point out the more marked features of his char- 
acter — ^grander far and more enduring than any of 
Egypt's proud and lofty piles — and to indicate the 
secret springs whence its streams of influence flow 
over the wide earth, and on through the ages of time 
and eternity. These we shall discover in the history 
of his youth and early manhood, and especially in that 
decisive choice to which our text refers. 

Moses was probably bom in a little hut near by the 
banks of the Nile. The day of his birth was clouded 
with a terrible sorrow. A pitiless Pharaoh was on the 
throne of Egypt, who "remembered not Joseph," 
and oppressed the people of Israel. 
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Tliey had so increased as to be a dreaded power ; 
and tyranny, then as ever, quakmg before this grow- 
ing element of liberty, decreed the slaughter of all 
the male children of the Hebrews. For three months 
this fair babe was concealed by his parents, Amram and 
Jochebed, in their humble abode. Further conceal- 
ment was impossible, and the trial hour came. A 
little basket or boat was woven of rushes and papyrus, 
covered with bitumen, and then, after one fond, pro- 
longed kiss, the weeping mother put the tender in- 
fant in the little ark, and prayerfully laid " it in the 
flags by the river's brink." Miriam, an elder sister 
of some twelve summers, stood afar off with her 
eye on the precious freight of the tide. Soon the 
daughter of the king came with her train of maids 
to bathe in the sacred Nile. How she happened to 
come just at that moment when the little rush basket 
met her eye — why she did not linger another half 
hour in bed, or why the current did not sweep the 
young Moses to some other point than just that where 
the princess came — ^you may learn when you read under- 
standingly the book of Divine Protidence. 

'*It chanced — eternal God that chance did guide." 

Her eyes saw, and her womanly heart pitied, the little 
waif ; and she sent her attendants to rescue him from 
his perilous condition. 
But what could she do with a Hebrew babe ? It was 
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the winsome Miriam who solved her doubt as she naive- 
ly asked if the princess would like her to call a nurse for 
the child, and then bounded away happy, to call the 
mother, who, perchance, was toiling at her task, while the 
tears of maternal love were burning hotly on her cheeks. 

The mother hastened to the place, and Pharaoh's 
daughter gave back to her charge her own loved 
child to be nureed and cared for with tenderness. 
How eagerly she folded the rescued child to her 
throbbing heart when she was fairly beyond the sight 
of the princess, and how many and fond the kisses 
imprinted on its cheek, can be readily imagined. 

Thus, the child Moses, though the adopted son of 
Pharaoh's daughter, by a wise and wondi'ous Provi- 
dence was placed under the watchful care of his own 
mother to be trained for his future mission. "Well 
and faithfully did that mother fulfill the duties of her 
holy trust. The strange circumstances of his pres- 
ervation must have awakened within her some pre- 
sentiment of a future big with interest; and for that 
future, zealously and lovingly she sought to qualify 
him. "What lessons would she teach him concerning 
the one true God — the God of their people Israel — of 
his dealings with their fathers the patriarchs, of Joseph 
and his marvelous history, of the promises concerning 
the future of this oppressed people — their deliverance, 
and the coming of Messiah, some day, to be their 
glorious King and Redeemer ! Here, then, in that pious 



Digitized by 



Google 



60 Chabacter-Building. 

mother's sacred teachings and hallowing influence, 
were laid the foundations of the exalted greatness 
which characterized his after years. 

At what age he was taken from his Hebrew home 
to the court of Pharaoh we know not ; but doubtless 
he remained in charge of his parents long enough to 
be thoroughly instructed in the principles of the Jew- 
ish religion, and to learn liis real parentage, and the 
hopes that were entertained of his future services to 
his oppressed people. 

At length he was removed to the court and edu- 
cated as the son of the princess in all the learning of 
the Egyptians. Imagine him in this new sphere of life, 
the honored and petted child of royalty, living in a 
gorgeous palace, probably in the proud city of Heli- 
opolis — ^then the center of Egypt's learning and glory. 
Kings and princes, the great and the wise men of the 
world, were his associates and teachers. 

No pains were spared in his education, to make him 
a worthy successor to the throne. Clemens Alexan- 
drinus tells us that the most eminent instructors of 
Egypt were employed in his education ; and Philo 
says that the greatest scholars of Greece and Assyria 
came to instruct him in the arts and sciences of their 
respective nations. 

That he wisely improved these rare opportunities 
there can be no doubt. Many are the particulars re- 
corded by historians, of his beauty of person, his clever 
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parts and deeds of prowess. It is related that he was 
made commander of the army, and distinguished him- 
self by many signal victories. Sacred history informs 
us that he " was exceeding fair," that he " was learned 
in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in 
words and in deeds." 

It was amid such scenes as these, in a proud, idol- 
atrous court, with so much of fame and flattery to 
please the ear and poison the heart, and such a halo of 
personal glory encircling him as would naturally 
blind the eyes to higher good and beguile the feet 
from religion's path, that the youth and opening man- 
hood of Moses were passed. How many of the young 
men of to-day would stand the strain thus put upon 
his character? It was well that the education of 
Moses began in the rude hut by the Kile, with his 
mother for his teacher, and not in the palace of 
Pharaoh, with the wisest of the world's philosophers 
for instructors. Let a true mother lay the foundation 
of character, and it will ordinarily stand the strain of 
many a fierce temptatioji. How often, think you, 
amid all this glitter and glory, did Moses think of his 
relationship to the despised Hebrew slaves, and of the 
lessons instilled into his youthful mind concerning 
them and their God — Jehovah ? How many a strug- 
gle did that manly bosom know as he thought of duty 
and of destiny all along those years of life at court ? 
But at length the decisive hour came that sum- 
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moned him to make the final choice. Perhaps it was 
proposed, by some legal form or ceremony, that he 
should be publicly recognized as the "son of Pha- 
raoh's daughter," and heir to the crown of Egypt. 
There was no more time for deliberation. Eoyalty 
with all its accompaniments of distinction must be 
publicly accepted or refused. 

I fancy I see the princely Moses in this hour of 
trial and of triumph. Slowly and thoughtfully he 
ascends some eminence that overlooks the surround- 
ing country. Great thoughts struggle in his mind. 
Great questions agitate his throbbing bosom. At his 
feet lies the fair city reflecting from dome and tower 
the golden beams of the setting sun. Proud temples 
glisten in the flashing light. The palace, with all its 
gorgeousness and splendor, meets his eye, inviting 
him to its costly treasures and its beguiling delights. 
Within, he sees the throne-room, and the waiting crown 
and scepter, holding out to him their coveted honors. 
His view embraces the rich lands of Egypt with their 
vast resources, and the "treasure-cities" with their 
untold wealth. All this shall be his — honor, power, 
wealth, pleasure — if he will acknowledge himself the 
son of Pharaoh's daughter. Yonder, on the public 
works and in the fields, toiling in their grime and 
sweat, bending beneath heavy burdens and smarting 
under cruel blows, he sees the hated and enslaved 
Israelites, his comitrymen. His eye rests on the 
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wretched huts m which they live, and his heart 
sickens at the thought of their degradation and the 
apparent hopelessness of their elevation. 

But standing there beneath the calm blue sky, on 
the threshold of a decision so pregnant with immeas- 
urable results, he remembers what his mother early 
taught him concerning Jehovah, the God of this 
despised people ; a strange, heavenly voice falls upon 
his ear and thrills his heart ; visions of a triumphant 
future, and the rewai'ds of the great hereafter, float 
with inspiring force before his mind. The heroic 
choice is made. 

Let us consider what that choice involved ; the prin- 
ciple that inspired it ; the reward which followed it. 

L What did that important choice involve? how 
much of sacrifice and of self-renunciation ? 

Sank amd royalty Tie tliereby renounced — ^the high- 
est honor and the greatest power that earth can give — 
the very prizes for which men toil most zealously and 
pay most largely. Yet, now that they are fairly within 
his grasp, he spurns them with deliberate choice. The 
story related by Josephus concerning the childhood of 
Moses, that when he was presented by the princess to 
her father as her adopted son, and the royal crown was 
put upon his head, he refused to wear it, and, dashing it 
away, trampled it under his feet, is virtually true of his 
later years. But it is not the freak of a fondled child. 
It is the well-pondered act of a matured judgment. 
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This decision also involved the renunciation of 
temporal riches. Egypt was at that time one of the 
wealthiest of monarchies — a vast treasure-house of 
riches. The "treasures of Egypt" were no slight 
temptation as they lay glistening in the sunlight of 
promise before this prince, who had lived amid the 
luxuries of a palace. Let any man measure, if he can, 
the influence which the desire for a competency of 
worldly good has upon himself, and he may better judge 
how strong was the power of Egypt's incalculable 
wealth, which failed to swerve from his holy purpose 
the illustrious Hebrew, in that decisive hour of choice. 

And there, too, were the pleasfwres of a life amid 
courtly splendors, which he voluntarily renounced. 
Within his reach were all the sensual enjoyments 
that the mind could devise or the heart desire. He 
could have lived in an atmosphere of earthly pleasure, 
breathing the perfume of sweetest flowers of delight, 
feasting the eye with all forms of beauty, regaling 
the senses with every carnal joy. And let it not be 
supposed that there are no pleasures in a life of sin. 
They err who thus affirm. The apostle distinctly 
declares that the choice with Moses was between suf- 
fering " affliction with the people of God " and en- 
joying " tJie jpleasures of sin for a seOjSonP 

He does not say that sin itself is always bitter. 
Nay, the rather is it pleasant to the taste. There is a 
fascination in its illusion, a charm in its deceptive 
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sweets, a witching spell in its secret delights. O yes, 
sin is pleasurable, joy-giving, exhilarating. It is the 
^^ wages oi sin" that is "death." But the tyrant 
master keeps the "wages" carefully concealed from 
the view of his deluded slave. 

And it is this pleasurableness which gives to sin its 
power over men. They would not with such eager- 
ness partake of this fruit were it bitter and nauseous. 
Now, as of old, it is because it is " pleasant to the 
taste " that the apple of sin is eaten by every son and 
daughter of Eve. And what the potent might of 
these pleasures of sin is, and how great the struggle 
needful to conquer it, there is no one that hears me 
who does not in some measure know. 

All honor to Moses, then, for his signal victory 
over this f air-visaged and subtle foe, who has taken 
captive so many of earth's fairest sons, and led them 
by the silken bonds of a willing captivity to the bitter 
wages of death ! And all honor and certain reward 
to every youth who, like Moses, will spurn the sinful 
pleasure, and choose the higher though hidden good 1 

But in that choice was involved more than the re- 
nunciation of all these forms of worldly good. With 
him, to reject i^hem^ was to accept their Cfpposites ; and 
not less luster is shed upon that decision by what he 
accepted than by what he renounced. 

Think of that race of bondmen whom henceforth 
he was to call his brethren ; taking his place by their 
6 
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side, and sharing the reproach and hatred which be- 
longed to them ; himself a prince, descending from 
the lofty position of royalty, cutting asunder every tie 
.that bound him to his previous exalted station, and be- 
coming the companion and brother of a despised and 
almost hppelessly degraded people. They were not 
only poor and enslaved, but ignorant, and, doubtless, 
in general, far more gross than the common people of 
the Egyptians. Slavery always degrades. It not only 
deprives men of their rights, but it robs them, in proc- 
ess of time, of the nobler qualities of a tnie manhood. 

There, too, were the envy and ill-wiU of this very 
people he sought to benefit. They would not under- 
stand him. They were sure to misinterpret his good 
intentions. All this he must have foreseen. And 
how strikingly did the sequel prove its truth ! His 
very first endeavors in their behalf excited their hate- 
ful envy ; and this, possibly, as well as the fear of the 
king, drove him from them to the land of Midian. 
His whole intercourse with them for- forty years in 
the wilderness was that of a magnanimous prince deal- 
ing with a degraded and querulous people, whose mur- 
murings and bickerings were an incessant provocation. 

It was with such a people that Moses deliberately 
chose so intimately to identify himself. Nor was 
there in his mind one thought that belongs to the 
ambitious demagogue seeking political preferment. 
No such motive influenced him as too often leads men 
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to adopt the cause of their suffermg brothers. No 
earthly recompense did he expect or seek. 

And not only was there the dishonor of becoming 
the companion of these degraded Hebrews ; he ac- 
cepted also the "reproach" which attached to the 
worship of ihei/r God and faith in their promised 
Messiah. 

It was, as the apostle says, " the reproach of Christ " 
which Moses " esteemed greater riches than the treas- 
ures in Egypt." The God of the Hebrews was held 
in derision by these idolatrous Egyptians. And 
Moses chose all the odium that ever attaches to an 
unpopular religion, professed by a despised and ostrar 
cized class. His former associates among the lords 
and princes, the priests and the philosophers of Egypt 
would look upon him with contempt for adopting a 
religion so despised in their eyes. Think of this, 
youth of this Christian land, where the true God is 
honored and worshiped by presidents and senators, by 
the learned and the great; where the Bible is the 
reco^iized rule of life, the Church the acknowledged 
\ light of the world, and the religion of Christ is ad- 
mitted to be the one hope of humanity ! And yet, 
you, perchance, hesitate to accept this honored boon, to 
adopt this revered faith, to choose this infinite gpod, 
through cowardly fear of a few godless associates. 

Look on this princely reared son of fortune, turning 
away from rank and wealth, from honor and pleasure, 
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from friends and genial pursuits, to hunuliation and 
poverty, to dishonor and reproach, to uncongenial as- 
sociates and the curses of those he would bless ; and 
summon your fainting heart to a like worthy choice. 

Moses places on the scales of decision, on the one 
side the world* 8 hest^ on the other religiorCs worsts 
and with deliberate judgment chooses the latter; 
"affliction with the people of God," "the reproach 
of Christ," outweigliing a throne with its dazzling 
honors, the wealth of a proud monarchy, and the 
pleasures of a royal palace. 

II. Turn we now to consider for a moment, upon 
what principle and by what inspiring motive such a 
choice was made. And here we are left in no doubt. 
The apostle solves the problem for us : "-By faith 
Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be 
called the son of Pharaoh's daughter.'' Standing on 
that summit of observation he looked not alone with 
the eye of sense upon the inviting scene before him, 
but with the clear and penetrating eye of faith he 
surveyed the whole prospect. And when you look 
upon earth's most entrancing scenes with the eye of 
a clear-visioned faith, their beauty fades, their glory 
pales, their wealth vanishes, their pleasure dies. 

He saw thus that all this fair-promising good was 
more seeming than real — a tinseled glory that would 
not withstand the corroding atmosphere of adversity 
and death — pleasing to the sense but not satisfying to 
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the heart. He believed in God, and believed that it 
was better to be the son of God than the son of a 
king; better to have God's friendship and approba- 
tion than the honors of a kingdom and the flatteries of 
earth's proudest nobles ; better to share disgrace with 
God's people than to be lifted to the summit of glory 
among his enemies. 

He saw by faith, also, that all this glitter and 
glamour of earthly treasures were but " for a season " — 
a flower of earth that blooms to-day and fades to-mor- 
row ; a summer's day that wanes and darkens into 
deepest night ; a song of tremulous joy that ends in a 
wail of despair; a transitory pleasure that while it 
might make hfe agreeable would make a death-bed 
terrible. Ah, it were well for us all were we to re- 
member, when earthly prospects charm and forbidden 
pleasures allure, that they are hut " for a season 1 " 

Moses' faith in God also gave him assurance that 
the promises concerning his people Israel should be 
fulfilled ; that however degraded they were then, they 
should be exalted, and a Delivering Hand should 
wrest them from the oppressor's grasp. 

Faith brought to his view far more than the nat- 
ural eye could compass. It was to him " the substance 
of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen." 
Go forth, and look with naked eye over the limited 
field presented to your view, bounded by the sensible 
horizon, and the seemingly not-distant arch of heaven 



Digitized by 



Google 



^0 CHAEAOTEB-BmLDma. 

fihutting down upon it. Now place the telescope to 
your eye, and lo ! the field of vision is enlarged, and 
distomt worlds appea/r. Faith is such a telescope, and 
through this Moses looked. And it was this look 
which the apostle refers to when he says, " He had 
respect to," or, rather, he was " looking away " to," the 
recompense of reward." That is the thought. He 
was " looking away." And what did he see ? Fields 
more fair and fruitful than the fertile valley of the 
Nile ; the river of life surpassing far the sacred stream 
of Egypt ; riches infinitely transcending Egypt's gar- 
nered treasures ; a crown more effulgent than that of 
the Pharaohs; a palace whose splendor outdazzled 
that of the magnificent City of the Sun. 

And it was this faith-view of the invisible and the 
abiding that gave to Moses victory over the visible 
and the transitory. Thence he drew his inspiration. 
There, in constant intercourse with the unseen, were 
the springs that fed his nature and nourished his soul, 
and strengthened his massive character and made him 
the religious hero of the ages. ^* He endured as see- 
ing him that is invisible." 

Friends, there is but one way to conquer this world 
— and it m/ust he conquered^ or it wiU conquer you 
— and that way is to look from this, through the 
telescope of faith, to the other world. ." This is the 
victory that overcometh the world, even your faith." 
If you would be a winner in the life-race, you must 
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do as Moses did — ^take in the whole and not d^poH of 
life, sacrifice the present for the future, pleasure for 
principle, gold for godliness, wealth for worth, repu- 
tation for character, the blossoms of immediate prom- 
ise for the golden fruits of the eternal years. 

This choice of Moses has its impressive lesson for 
every one, and especially for the youths before me, in 
whose hearts the fires of ambition blaze, and the light 
of hope bums brightly, shining out afar on the un- 
trodden path of life. For here, again, we are re- 
minded of the oft-recurring fact that every one must 
make for himseK a similar choice — ^ choice between 
the good that is seeming and the good that is real, 
between the pleasures of sin for "a season" and the 
joys of holiness forever. 

The false and the true, wrong and right, time and 
eternity, earth and heaven, struggle for the mastery 
in every human soul. This fact is seen gleaming 
through the traditions of all countries. In the 
legends of the Mussulman, Mohammed is represented 
as standing on the mountain which overlooks Damas- 
cus. Fair and fairy-like is the scene before him^ — a 
garden of unearthly beauty — ^but he turns away from 
the view, exclaiming, " Man has but one paradise, and 
mine is fixed elsewhere." 

Happy will it be for you, young friend, if you 
crystallize this legend into a beautiful reality in your 
own history, and, turning away from the most inviting 



Digitized by 



Google 



72 Chakacteb-Bulldlng. 

scenes over which sin casts its illusive glamour, ex- 
claun, " My paradise is fixed elsewhere." 

How many a young man stands to-day with his 
eye on some captivating but forbidden pleasure! 
"With him the choice is fairly shaped — a life of sin, or 
a life of virtue — which ? How many stand with hesi- 
tating feet where the path of true religion begins. A 
voice divine calls them to walk in this narrow way, 
sunny or clouded, thorn-covered or rose-strewn. But 
(motker way, broiEtder and more thronged, invites their 
waiting feet ; and flowers and fruits of pleasure seem to 
hang blooming and blushing all along that inviting way. 

Ah, if they could but see as Moses saw, that at the 
end of the "narrow way" stands the golden gate of 
life, glistens in the blazing light of heaven the Palace 
Beautiful, waits for them the Eang Eternal holding 
out the fadeless crown, they would not longer halt ! 

A sentence or two only can be given to the years 
of Moses' after-history. The visit to his oppressed 
brethren ; the forty years of waiting and preparation 
amid the desert wilds of Arabia ; the converse with 
God by the burning bush ; the contest with Pharaoh 
and the triumphant issue ; the leading of that vast 
multitude through the Red Sea, and for forty years 
more through the wilderness — all this I pass and ask 
you to consider for a moment, 

ni. The rewa/rd of his UlAisirioua choice. He 
was rewarded by being called to a mission of most 
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diBtrngmslied service and resplendent honor. He sao- 
riflced the honors which Egypt proffered him, and 
God gave him, in this life, honor beside which all the 
glory of Egypt fades, as the glimmering star in the 
light of the burning sun. 

He became the leader and deliverer of God's 
chosen people — a lawgiver in comparison with whom 
the names of Solon and Lycurgus lose their brightness ; 
an author of the most illustrious books the world 
has ever read ; a prophet with a shining record of 
glory ; a hero whose fame has filled the earth. 

The honor that he renounced was but " for a season ;" 
the honor that he gained is lasting as the years of 
God. Where now is Egypt with all her greatness 
and glory? "Where is her garnered wealth? Her 
palaces and temples have crumbled to decay ; the dust 
of her gods, Anmion and Ea and Osiris, mingles with 
that of their worshipers ; the munmiied forms of her 
princes — ^her Pharaohs and Ptolemies — stare at you 
with vacant gaze in the museums of earth. Her 
hundred-gated Thebes is desolate as the wilderness. 
Her lofty pyramids and solemn Sphynx alone remain, 
sad, dumb witnesses of her departed glory. 

Had Moses chosen this portion how long would he 
have enjoyed it, and where now would be his heri- 
tage ? Was it or was it not higher honor to be Moses, 
leader of God's hosts, than to be Pharaoh, king of the 
Egyptians ? 
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So certainly is it always better even to "suffer 
afliiction with the people of God than to enjoy the 
pleasures of sin for a season." 

Nor was he less honored in his death than in his re- 
markable life. There is no grander scene recorded in 
human history than the triumphant departure of this 
man of God. A hundred and tWenty eventful years 
of life are passed. His work is done. God bids him 
ascend the summit of Fisgah, and look out upon the 
land of earthly promise, whither his people shall go, 
but which hi8 foot is never to tread. Did ever the 
world behold a scene like that ? A son of humanity, 
smitten by no disease, with undimmed eye and un- 
abated force, climbing the mountain to die, alone with 
God ? There, on the rocky mount of vision, with no 
eye to behold but Jehovah's, this servant and friend 
of God yields his spirit to the divine Father, as a 
child throws himself into the waiting arms of an 
earthly parent. 

But what of his body ? Earth's heroes are often 
honored in their burial. Distinguished men lay them 
in their last resting-place. But never before nor 
since was a child of mortality laid in his grave by the 
hands of the infinite God. " So Moses the servant of 
the Lord died there in the land of Moab, according 
to the word of the Lord. And he buried him in 
a valley in the land of Moab, over against Bethpeor : 
but no man knoweth of his sepulcher unto this day.'' 
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*< Gk)d made his grave, to men imknown, 
Where Moab's rocks a vale enfold, 

And laid the aged seer alone, 
To slumber while the world grows old." 

More than fifteen centuries pass. There is an- 
other scene of memorable interest unfolding before 
our gaze. Messiah has come, and with his three 
chosen diseiples is on the Mount of Transfiguration. 
Suddenly he stands transfigured before his wondering 
disciples ; his face shines as the sun, and his raiment 
is white as the light. And lo ! there, stand with him, 
in shining garb, two eminent inhabitants of the other 
world engaged in holy converse 1 

And who are these chosen messengers from heaven 
commissioned by Jehovah to this honored service? 
Moses, the servant of God, and Elijah, the prophet 
of Horeb. 

God still holds him in highest esteem, and sends 
him forth on grandest missions of honor. 

And Christ, too, adds immortal renown to this 
name in his constant allusions to Moses, his great pro- 
totype. " The law was given by Moses, but grace 
and truth came by Jesus Christ." Wherever Christ's 
Gospel is preached, the name of Moses will be heard 
and honored. 

And not through all the earth alone is this name 
known as the honored of the Lord. On rocky Patmos 
the apostle John saw a vision of heaven, with its vast 
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company of them that had " gotten the victory," who, 
in their ecstasy of triumph, swept their hands over 
the " harps of God." What is the song they sing ? 
Listen I Ah, there is one name — the " name which 
is above every name," the name of Jesus — ^that is on 
the lips of every one in that victorious host, and rings 
out in sweetest accents in every song they sing. But 
there is another name which those redeemed ones 
love to honor. " They sing the song of Moses, the 
servant of God, and the song of the Lamb." What ! 
Is this he whom we saw accepting "affliction with the 
people of God," "reproach," and shame and dishonor? 
Yes; and his name is forever coupled with that of 
Jesus in the Gospel message and in the songs of 
heaven. Though imcrowned as ruler of a petty 
earthly kingdom, yet the myriad inhabitants of 
earth and heaven unite to put upon his head the 
crown of highest distinction, and hail him kmg 
o/nwng men. 

Behold, then, the reward which follows the choice of 
wisdom. And you are called to-day to make this 
choice. On the one hand is the world with its sinful 
pleasures ; on the other, the service of God. Make 
your choice with the self -surrender and the faith of 
Moses, and his covenant-keeping God shall be yours, 
to ennoble and to honor you with earth's best gifts 
and heaven's highest rewaixls. 
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FROM THE SHEEP-FOLD TO THE THRONE. 
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*'Love and courage are the spirit^s wings, wafting to noble actions.** 

— Goethe. 



" Not in the clamor of the crowded street, 

Not in the shouts and plaudits of the throng, 
But in ourselves, are triumph and defeat" — Longfellow. 



" Quit you like men ; be strong."— St. Paul. 
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" I took thee fVom the sheepcote, even from following the sheep, that 
thou Bhouldest be ruler over my people Israel." — I Chbon. xvii. 7. 



ACENTUEY after the fall of Troy, and more 
than three centuries before the founding of 
Borne, a shepherd-boj was tending his flocks 
among the Judean hills, who was destined to fill 
a lai^ place in the world's history. That youth, 
as yet unknown beyond his humble Bethlehem 
home, was David. The curtain rises and introduces 
us to the first scene in the changeful drama of his 
life, in the quiet little town of Bethlehem. His 
father, Jesse, is a Jewish elder and chief man in the 
village. David is the youngest of ten children, and 
on him fall the menial labor and contemptuous treat- 
ment which, in the East, are conunonly the lot of the 
latest bom. It is the occasion of a yearly sacrificial 
festival. The old and honored prophet Samuel sur- 
prises the villagers by suddenly appearing, driving a 
heifer before him, for sacrifice, and carrying in his 
hand a horn of anointing oil. He calls for Jesse's 
sons to pass before him. Eliab, the eldest, tall and 
kingly in his bearing, approaches, but Samuel has no 
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message or mission for him; seven sons of manly 
look appear and pass unhonored. " Are here all thy 
children?" says the prophet. "There remaineth yet 
the youngest, and, behold, he keepeth the sheep," re- 
plies the father. He is quickly sent for, by Samuel's 
command, and the prophet, moved by divine influence, 
pours the anointing oil upon his head, speaking prob- 
ably some inspiring word in David's ear, and the 
mysterious ceremony is ended amid the wonder of 
aU present. To none are the wonder and mystery 
greater than to J)avid himself. 

There he stands, the future king of Israel, chosen of 
God for a great destiny and a commanding position 
among men. 

Look at him. He is a youth yet under twenty 
years of age, perhaps not over fifteen; his face is 
ruddy and fair; his hair, auburn; his eyes sparkle 
with peculiar brightness betokening a keen intellect ; 
his form is not massive, nor is it diminutive, as is 
usually supposed, but it is compact and sinewy, capa- 
ble of great endurance, combining the agility of the 
deer with the strength of the lion. 

The ceremony over, with its mystic meaning faintly 
understood, the prophet departs, and David returns 
to his flocks in the fields. 

With this spectacular scene begins a public history 
which fills a larger space in the Scripture records 
than that of any other character — a history embracing 
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greater vicissitudes and extremes of fortune than any 
other, and clothed with the interest of romance 
from first to last. To trace the successive steps of 
his eventful life, to analyze critically his many-sided 
character, to mark the effects of his acts upon society, 
and to note the many lessons of his career would re- 
quire a volume. Such is not our present purpose, but 
rather to take a hasty glance at his life, especially at 
its earlier period, and to solve the question, if pos- 
sible, as to the reason of his promotion and greatness. 

How long he remained in the retirement of the 
Bethlehem pastures we know not, nor what events 
marked his daily life; one or two incidents only 
have come to our knowledge; when a bear and a 
lion had seized a lamb of his flock, the courageous 
lad, instead of running for safety, engaged in a 
hand-to-hand encounter with the ferocious beasts, 
and by his valor and strength made them an easy 
conquest. 

Another event soon makes the young shepherd a 
conspicuous figure before the eyes of all Israel. There 
is war between the Philistines and the Israelites. The 
two armies confront each other. They are encamped 
on the frontier-hais of Judea, a deep ravine separat- 
ing them. Saul, king of Israel, commands the Israel- 
ite army; David's three eldest brothers are in the 
army, and David is sent by his father to carry to his 
brothers some loaves of bread and parched com and 
6 
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slices of milk-cheese. Approacliing the camp he 
hears the well-known battle-shout, and his martial 
spirit is stirred within him. The champion of the 
Philistine army, for the fortieth time, now repeats 
his defiant challenge in contemptuous language and 
tones. The valiant shepherd-lad has the spirit both 
of patriotism and of piety within his manly breast, 
and, seeing the disheartening and humiliating condition 
of his people, a high purpose and a great inspiration 
seize him; he proposes to meet the vaunting chal- 
lenger. Eliab, his eldest brother, angrily resents his 
proposal, and tauntingly suggests to him that he had 
better go back and look after those few sheep in 
the wilderness. But a great and brave spirit is not 
to be frowned or frightened out of a noble purpose. 
With Saul's approval David undertakes the gigantic 
task. 

The scene is one of the most sublime and tragic in 
history or in romance. There stands the proud and 
boastful giant, a huge monster, furious with rage and 
trusting in his physical strength ; and there on the 
other edge of the ravine stands the calm-browed, 
fair-haired youth in his shepherd's garb, with a simple 
sling in his hand, trusting in the "living God," whose 
servant he is and whose cause he defends. A single 
stone, hurled by that arm which for the moment com- 
bined, in its tensioned fibers, both human skill and 
divine power, sinking in Goliath's forehead, brings 
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the mailed champion to the ground, and David, seiz- 
ing the massive sword of the fallen giant, and sever- 
ing his head from his body, bears the two trophies 
away in triumph. 

The Philistines fled in terror. Israel was victorious. 
The shepherd-youth of Bethlehem became a promi- 
nent actor on the national stage. 

David was now probably about twenty years of 
age. He was soon called — or according to the chro- 
nology of some writers /"^called — to Saul's court, be- 
cause of his valor and musical ability, and became 
his armor-bearer, rising to the rank of captain of the 
king's body-guard. The king's daughter, Michal, was 
given to him in marriage as a reward for his services. 
But his distinction excited the envy of king Saul. 
The old king could not bear to hear the daughters of 
Israel singing as they did, " Saul hath slain his thou- 
sands, and David his ten thousands." 

The commonest and the meanest characteristic of 
human nature is envy. Few men are great and good 
enough to rise superior to it. It destroys the hap- 
piness and curses the lives of thousands. Its influence 
is subtle and deceptive ; so base and detestable is it 
that no one will acknowledge, even to himself, that 
his bosom is the home of such a monster ; so it pierces 
him with its fangs while he knows not what poisonous 
serpent stings him. His judgment is warped, his 
charity quenched, his spirit embittered, his peace of 
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mind destroyed, all because he has a hidden enemy in 
his own breast, in the envy secretly cherished, and 
fancies that he has a real enemy in the person who is 
the innocent cause of his wretchedness. 

Such always is the deluded victim of envy, though 
he may be philosopher, preacher, professed saint, or 
infallible pope. Such was king Saul in his feelings 
toward David ; an unhappy, selfish, splenetic old man, 
hating and persecuting his son-in-law, the young and 
generous-hearted David, who really loved him with a 
true affection, and was ready for any service or sacrifice 
in Saul's behalf. That cruel and causeless envy drove 
David a fugitive from his home and followed him 
with merciless persecution for ten full years. 

We cannot dwell upon this wild, romantic period 
as of his life, though it is as full of interest as it is of 
adventure. Hunted by Saul and his forces, like a par- 
tridge on the mountains, driven from fastness to fast- 
ness, with many perils and hair-breadth escapes, David 
finds no rest for his weary feet, through all these ad- 
venturous years. 

He is recognized by many as the probable successor 
to the throne, and Jonathan, Saul's eldest son, and 
heir-apparent to the crown, is David's most ardent 
friend, surrendering to him all claim to be king and 
is more than willing to be next to him in the kingdom. 
A band of adherents, devoted to David's interests, 
numbering sometimes six hundred strong, follow his 
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varying fortunes and figlit for him with valor and de- 
votion unsurpassed. Some of them are rough char- 
acters, not over scrupulous, and in financial distress or 
unpleasant relations with the government. David's 
experience with these men forms a valuable element 
in his qualifications for future work, and his marvelous 
control over them reveals the qualities of a leader 
and commander. 

He first escapes from Saul's envious wrath by the 
aid of his wife Michal, who lets him down from a 
window, and skillfully conceals his departure. He 
flies to his old friend Samuel, the prophet, at Kamah, 
thence to Nob, where the Tabernacle was located, ob- 
taining of Abimelech, the priest, bread for himself and 
for his hungry companions, and the sword of Goliath, 
kept as a trophy in that sacred repository. 

He next takes refuge among his old enemies, the 
Philistines, and is received by Achish, king of Gath, 
at his court. His safety at length being imperiled 
there, he flees to the wild cave of Adullam, a rocky 
cavern not far from Bethlehem ; here he is joined by 
liis whole family, no longer safe from Saul's fury. 
Here, also, the band of outlaws G,ttach themselves to 
him, and his independent life is fairly initiated. The 
rocky fortress of Herodium, or possibly that of Mar- 
sada, is next a refuge, and his aged parents are placed 
in care of their ancestral kinsman in Moab. 

Ifow he i^ in the forest of Hareth ; now protected 



Digitized by 



Google 



86 Chabacteb-Building. 

by Nahafih, the Ammonite king ; now in the wilder- 
ness of Ziph and betrayed by the treacherous Ziphites 
into Saul's toils, from which he but just escapes ; now 
he makes a descent on the town of Keilah, and for 
the first time finds himself in possession of a fortified 
town, but is soon driven out by the approach of Saul ; 
and again, he is among his former enemies in Ziklag, 
on the frontier of Philistia, under the protection and 
in the service of Achish the king. 

These scenes, to which we can give but this hasty 
glance, are of great importance, as entering into the ex- 
perience and aflEecting the character of David, The 
events of this period are celebrated in many of the 
Psalms which he composed, either at this time or later 
in his Kf e. The memory of these adventures, with 
their perils and deliverances, constitute an essential 
element in that incomparable thesaurus of sacred 
poetry, the Book of Psalms, which the world will 
never weary of reading. 

At length tidings reach him of the fatal battle on 
the heights of Gilboa, in which both Saul and Jona- 
than are slain. With unaffected grief he receives 
the news of the death of his bitterest enemy, and 
gives vent to his emotions in one of the most pathetic 
and sublime strains of elegiac poetry contained in any 
language : 

"The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high 
places : how are the mighty fallen! 
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" Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of 
Askelon ; lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice, 
lest the daughters of the uncireumcised triumph. 

"Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, 
neither let there be rain, upon you, nor fields of 
offerings : for there the shield of the mighty is vilely 
cast away, the shield of Saul, as though he had not 
been anointed with oil. 

" From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the 
mighty, the bow of Jonathan turned not back, and 
the sword of Saul returned not empty. 

"Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in 
their lives, and in their death they were not divided : 
they were swifter than eagles, they were stronger than 
lions. 

"Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who 
clothed you in scarlet, with other delights ; who put 
on ornaments of gold upon your appareL 

"' How are the mighty f aUen in the midst of the 
battle ! O Jonathan, thou wast slain in thine high 
places. 

" I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan : 
very pleasant hast thou been unto me : thy love to 
me was wonderful, passing the love of women. 

" How are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of 
war perished ! " 

At last, free from the persecutions of his relentless 
enemy, David now inquires of the Lord what to do. 



Digitized by 



Google 



88 CHAItACrrEB-BuiLDIKG. 

and is directed to go up to Hebron, the oldest town 
of Palestine, where rest until this day in their ancient 
sepulcher the mortal remains of Abraham and Isaac 
and Jacob, with their wives. Here David is again 
anointed, and proclaimed king of Judah. For seven 
and a half years he reigns in Hebron. Ishbosheth, 
Saul's son, is made king of the northern kingdom of 
Israel. The two houses have their strong adherents, 
and there is prolonged war between "the house of 
Saul and the house of David." The latter conquers. 
The kingdom of Israel is united with that of Judah. 
Jerusalem, the stronghold, hitherto resisting all at- 
ta<5ks, and held by the original occupants, the Jebu- 
sites, is now taken, and the seat of government is 
transferred to this more central and conmianding 
position. 

"We have now hastily traced the rise of this shep- 
herd-lad from the sheep-fold to the throne. David is 
thus presented to our thought as the type of youths 
rising from lowly to lofty positions, and rising by 
virtue of conditions and qualities essentially the 
same. 

What are these conditions and qualities? What 
lifted David to this commanding height of greatness? 
What will lift your life out of the low level of " vul- 
gar mediocrity" and belittling earthiness? 

To say that God chose David and put this high 
honor on him does not at all answer the question. 
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Why did the divine choice fall on him rather than on 
ten thousand other young men of Israel ? 

God's choice of agents and bestowment of honors 
are not made capriciously, without ground of personal 
merit in the subject. This promotion and eminence 
of character and destiny are not the product of cir- 
cumstances, nor of divine agency independent of hu- 
man qualities and co-operation. It is our task and 
pleasure to study the humcm elements^ to estimate the 
subjective factors in this problem of growth and 
greatness. 

If we could rightly analyze and estimate all these 
forces and factors we should doubtless find that David 
was chosen to be king by the Divine Ruler because, 
considering all the interests involved, he was the best 
man in the whole nation for the position. And, inas- 
much as the Israelitish people, with all their imper- 
fectness, were the most enlightened and advanced 
nation of the earth at that time, this man David 
stands before us as probably the best type of character 
which the world presented in his age, in any land, 
under any sky. This thought gives additional inter- 
est to the study of his character, and will help to settle 
some questions of the thoughtful mind as to why God 
should hold in such high esteem and use for such high 
purposes a man whose Hf e was marred by such imper- 
fections as David confessedly exhibited. "We must 
never forget that the Divine Being, in seeking to 
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develop the race of sinful men by human agencies, 
employs such material as he haa, selecting, indeed, for 
highest uses the noblest characters, which often, how- 
ever, are far from being perfect. If he employs the 
imperfect and sinful it is because there are none per- 
fect and sinless. He will, nevertheless, put greatest 
honor and most distinguished service on those most 
worthy and pure. 

David was the "man after" God's "own heart," 
not absolutely, but because he was the hest of his 
noHon amd age for the work he was called to do. 

Let us attempt, then, a brief answer to the question 
started as to the qualities that gave him distinction. 

First, then, there was in David a svhstamMal ground 
of personal worthy of stisceptibUiHes a/nd tendencies, 
upon which to build a life of greatness. It is vain to 
deny the fact that there is a marked difEerence in 
youths in respect to their susceptibility to objective 
influences and teaching. The same instruction, the 
same surroundings, stir great thoughts, kindle high 
aspirations, in one mind, and leave another stolid and 
passionless as a clod. The Bible every-where recog- 
nizes this difference, and all its teachings accord with 
this fact. Some are " worthy " — ^not absolutely and in- 
dependently good in themselves, but have a worthy 
basis of appreciation and receptivity which is a foun- 
dation on which to build future developmetit. Some 
have no such receptive natures — ^^^ way-side" hearers 
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— to whose dull ears and unsusceptible hearts Truth 
makes her appeal in vain, and all instruction and effort 
are fruitless. There is nothing of good in this world, 
and nothing, I fear, in the next, for such as these. 
Do not let us flatter ourselves that great or good men 
are to come out of such material as this. Great sin- 
ners may become great saints, but there is a suscepti- 
ble groundwork out of which the change is wrought. 
Neither college nor church, nor God himself, without 
changing the laws of our being, can make a noble 
man out of an intractable, unteachable, and inert 
youth. 

David became great because the receptive soil of 
his nature took in the good seed, which God and an- 
gels and men are ever casting, by myriad agencies, on 
human hearts. 

Nature taught him her sublime lessons. In his 
quiet shepherd-life he passed long days and nights 
communing with her "varied forms," listening to her 
solemn voices, drinking from her inspiring fount of 
wisdom. The stars whispered to him from their sen- 
tinel-posts, as he gazed upon their marshaled armies 
and emblazoned banners; the mountains awed him 
into reverence ; the tempest thundered the Almighty's 
voice in his attentive ear. 

He had a poetic nature, as have most pre-eminent 
men. Pragmatic and prosy men sometimes affect to 
disparage the poetio temperament. It is, however, an 
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almost inseparable part of the best type of character. 
Nearly every great preacher and orator and writer 
that moves the popular heart has the poetic fire kin- 
dled within. He may never have written a line of 
jingling rhyme ; but he sees with the poet's eye, feels 
with the poet's delicate sensibilities, speaks or writes 
with the fervid passion and glowing imagination of 
the true and heaven-inspired poet. These true foun- 
dations of greatness, these susceptibilities and possi- 
bilities of a distinguished future, David possessed in 
marked degree. 

But not every one who possesses these innate con- 
ditions of development uses them as did David, nor 
rises to approximate eminence. 

There was in David also a combination of active 
qualities essential to the development of a strong char- 
acter and to great achievements. 

His life was swayed ly a great purpose. All dis- 
tinction centers in this ; all flowering and fruitage of 
noble deeds spring from this one fruitful seed. It 
is the bane of multitudes that they have it not; 
know nothing of its marvelous power ; are content to 
tread the path of sinful and slavish sordidness which the 
vulgar crowd are traveling. Two youths sit before me, 
side by side, equal, so far as human judgment can per- 
ceive, in talent and possibilities. In the breast of one 
bums a quenchless flame of purpose ; in the bosom of 
the other no suoH fire warms and moves the sluggish 
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iiatnre. This one distinction is enongli to make the 
difference between success and failure — ^a life of honor 
and usefulness, and a life of mortification and shame. 
Eead the lives of the world's heroes, in sacred or in 
profane history — the commanding Moses, the intrepid 
Gideon, the stem Elijah, the courageous Daniel, the 
strong-spoken Baptist, the fiery Peter, the enthusiastic 
Paul, the impetuous Luther, the indefatigable Wesley, 
the bold Savonarola, the zealous St. Charles Borro- 
meo, the compassionate Howard, the symmetrical 
Garfield, and many more, and of heroines an equally 
worthy band— every one was borne onward and lifted 
upward in a career of noble doing and daring by the 
omnipotence of an all-conquering purpose. In this 
illustrious band of God's noblemen, lifted above their 
fellows by greatness of purpose, we must give David 
a place. Humble though his lot, and as yet unher- 
alded to the world, while he watched his flocks beside 
the solemn mountains and beneath the smiling stars, 
it cannot be doubted that great thoughts of duty and 
of destiny struggled in his mind, and that the power 
of an overmastering purpose bore him on through aU 
the changeful periods of his eventful life. 

To a great purpose was added great cov/rage; the 
one the almost unfailing accompaniment of the other; 
the one controlling, the other stimulating, all the fac- 
ulties of the soul ; the one keeping steadily in view a 
regal life — ^be it with or without a crown — ^the other 
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urging on, in moments of hesitation, to valorous 
deeds. From his early shepherd-life to the close of 
his threenscore and ten years, such courage was a 
marked feature in David's character. Hir daring 
feats while tending his flocks and defending them 
from beasts of prey, his martial exploits, aside from 
his contest with the giant Goliath, furnish abundant 
evidence of this element of a strong character. 

But it is not to his physical prowess that we chiefly 
refer: that is not seldom found in the coarsest and 
commonest natures. The higher courage of a moral 
quality was also his in unwonted degree. It required 
courage to face the frowns and taunts of his envious 
brothers, and hold steadily to histigh aims in spite of 
their disdain; it required courage for this humble 
volunteer to stand as the champion of the people of 
the "living God'' imder the suspicious eyes and 
scathing jests and questioning looks of soldiers of the 
regular army ; it required courage to hold back his 
rough, hard-handed band of outlaws, and deter them 
from deeds of violence. It always requires courage 
of the highest quality to lift any life out of the crowd- 
ed path of common servility to custom. 

The one thing that most young people dare not do 
is to make their Kf e a singular exception to a prevail- 
ing evil habit— to make a brave and persistent effort 
to "escape the average." Custom is the curse of 
fools, such fools as all of us by nature are; courage is 
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its cm-e. " Dare to throw off my yoke," says Society, 
"dare to leave the beaten path and cease to do as 
others do, and you are marked for social persecution." 
And this word is more imperious than the command 
of an emperor. Here is the arena for the display of 
courage for us all. You need not wait for the future's 
great occasions to test the presence or absence of this 
quality of every great soul in you. The test is being 
applied every day. The commonest duties and hum- 
blest walks of life reveal the true hero or the time- 
serving coward. The student is settling the question 
in his school-days, whether he is to be a com-ageous 
leader or a cowardly imitator. If he have not moral 
metal enough to utter a manly protest against the evil 
habits and traditional customs which are the snare and 
bane of college life, he need not dream of deserved 
distinction in legislative halls, or metropolitan pulpits, 
or judicial trials, or medical associations, or any other 
sphere in life. His history may be written up at 
once. Cowardly conformity to custom, cheap medi- 
ocrity, or sham popularity — ^that embraces it all. 

K he have the courage that wiU face his compan- 
ions and frown on every custom that smites character 
and belittles manhood — ^no matter with what heraldry 
surrounded and with what sophistry defended— he 
will cut his way to the front of life's heroes and win 
distinction in its fierce moral battles. 

A few years ago there was a boy in the famous 
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English fichool at Eton who was brave in all manlj 
Bpoits, captain of the boats, a leader in the cricketx 
match, but braver far, and in a higher sense, in his 
social intercourse with his school-fellows. There was 
among the students a demoralizing custom, fortified 
by time-honored tradition, as most evil customs are, of 
singing, on Bome special occasions, certain coarse songs. 

This courageous youth, taking on himself all the 
contemptuous sneers of his comrades, declared that 
such songs should not be stmg in his presence, and 
bravely left the room, under the storm of reproaches 
from his cowardly associates. The power of the vi- 
cious custom was broken, and from that day ceased. 
It is no surprise to find that boy in later years sacri- 
ficing his life as a martyr in resolutely fighting an- 
other wicked custom, that of kidnapping in the 
Southern seas. That martyred hero was Dr. Cole- 
ridge Patterson, Bishop of Melanesia, who surren- 
dered his life in 1871. "Well does Max Miiller pay 
him a most tender and beautiful tribute of honor and 
esteem. The martyr spirit was in him when an Eton 
student, and no less bravely exhibited then than in 
his crowning act. 

David was a courageous youth and a courageous 
king, and aU who would follow him on the road to 
worth and distinction must imitate him in true valor. 

He exhibited, also, through all these years of prepara- 
tion and development great jiddiiy to trusts imposed. 
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I say great fideUty, not fidelity in great things merely. 
True fidelity consists in little faithfulnesses in the 
omcmon and apparently petty details of daily life. 

After that eventful day when the prophet anointed 
David for Israel's future king — ^a day which he could 
never forget, an event the significance of which could 
not be entirely unknown — it might have seemed an 
irksome task and a waste of time to drive his father's 
flocks a-field. Why not better that some one of his 
many brothers should attend to that menial work, one 
who had not such a distinguished future before hmi? 
No, there was never a word of that character and never 
a faltering in faithfulness to the humblest trust and 
lowliest duty. The sheep were always well cared for ; 
the duty of errand-boy, carrying bread and cheese to 
his brothers in camp, was cheerfully undertaken. See 
that lad skipping over the hills, with his wallet slung 
over his shoulder, faithfully carrying his burden, doing 
his appointed work, though it seems a humble one, 
only that of bearing food to those who are expected 
to do the more distinguished deeds of fighting for 
their country and their God : little does he know that 
he is the real hero marching to his coronation, and 
that, ere another day dawns, his name will resound 
through the land as the deliverer of his country. 

" He that is faithful in that which is least is faith- 
ful also in much ; and he that is unjust in the least is 
unjust also in much," This is the universal law. 
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Through unswerving fidelity in the least and last 
of all life's duties do men march to the summit 
of distinction, and the victor's crown. The lesson 
faithfully learned, the task conscientiously done, the 
duty performed with rigorous exactness, every-where, 
always, this and this only will make a genuine hero 
or a true man. And this fidelity wiU make a hero, 
whatever be one's outward surroundings ; for " Qt)d's 
heroes may be the world's helots." 

One other element of David's character I must not 
fail to give prominent place, because it is the one pre- 
eminent characteristic of the youth and the man — 
great fwitk m God. His whole life, with one sad ex- 
ception, exhibited a rare and distinguishing faith. It 
was the inspiration of his life, and offers the only ex- 
planation of its marvelous deeds. Take the inspiration 
of a transcendent faith from the contest with Goliath, 
and it becomes a piece of fool-hardiness unequaled in 
history. That simple shepherd-lad, fresh from his 
flocks, marching unattended and unarmed, save with 
his shepherd's staff and sling, to confront the colossal 
giant with his massive armor and unprecedented 
strength, is the sublimest audacity the world has ever 
seen. It is all dear, however, in the light of the 
Scripture record. 

That Herculean monster of a Philistine is defying 
" the armies of the living God ; " this shepherd-youth 
feels the fires of religious zeal flaming in his bosom, 
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hears the voice of Jehovah calling him to this perilous 
service, and with an nnquestioning faith, whose sub- 
limity is almost unparalleled^ marches valorously to 
his task, saying, ^^ The Lord that delivered me out of 
the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, 
he will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine." 
This inspiring faith in his God, aa a loving, personal, 
omnipotent Helper, more than any other quality, more 
than all other qualities combined, made him the hero 
that he was ; lifted him from the sheep-fold to the 
throne ; nay, gave him a proud distinction among the 
world's illustrious noblemen, and enthroned him in 
the hearts of humanity, through all succeeding time. 

And this same faith, in the same unchanging God, 
in proportion aa we possess it, will lead us to great 
undertakings and raise us to summits of real power. 

This high purpose, and lofty courage, and unswerv- 
ing fidelity, and inspiring faith, were all fed and fired 
by habitual and genuine rdigioua devotion. A pious 
youth, a devout soldier, a religious ruler, he drew his 
inspiration from communion with the Invisible, and 
became great in proportion as he obtained victory 
over the seen and the sensual. Amid the multiplied 
cares and harassments of a busy life he maintained 
his habits of devotion, and three times a day, in 
formal manner, offered his prayer to God, besides 
maintaining a constant habit of lifting up his "eyes 
to the '' heavenly " hills,'* whence strength and victory 
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come. This was a secret of success in David's life, as 
it is in every life which feels its mighty stimulns and 
makes available the omnipotence of God. 

Over a life ennobled by personal qualities like 
these, divine Providence presided, directing its paths, 
controlling its issues, and overruling all its events for 
highest and best results. Its trials were a discipline 
for future triumphs ; its seeming defects were a prep- 
aration for greater victories ; its early hardships, step- 
ping-stones to higher honors. 

Such ever is the life committed wholly to the 
guardianship of the living God and held steadily to 
his high service. All its issues shaU be victorious ; all 
its trials shall prove triumphs ; all its losses shall re- 
sult in gain ; all its darkness end in brightest day. 

Of David's forty years' successful reign; of his 
checkered and chastened life in later years ; of his es- 
tablishing and extending a kingdom that continued for 
nearly five centuries ; of the many other qualities in 
his remarkable character; of his attainments and 
achievements as musician, author, warrior, ruler, re- 
ligious leader and judge, I cannot now speak. 

One dark sin stained the purity of this exalted 
character — sl sin which no sophistry can excuse and no 
charity conceal. Though living in an age of great 
moral blindness and debasement ; though a warrior, 
and familiar with rapine and blood ; though mingling 
with men of depraved habits to whom he was, in the 
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PMin, incomparably superior ; though an Oriental mon- 
arch Mdth unrestrained power, and adopting a practice 
common enough among such rulers, David's sin was, 
nevertheless, a most heinous offense, never extenuated 
by himself and should not be extenuated by us. There 
it stands, like a black, tempest-freighted cloud against 
a sunlit sky ; but over that cloud, fringing it with the 
light of hope, arches the rainbow of repentance, shed- 
ding its radiance over the sad and sorrowful scene. 

Young friends, the conditions of growth and true 
greatness are before us in the portrait thus briefly 
sketched. The conditions are possible to you; the 
real prize is certainly within your reach. Do not 
think I mock you when I say that the Divine Father 
has chosen you as well as David for a high and hon- 
ored destiny. You may not sit upon a governmental 
throne, nor wear that gilded bauble which men call a 
crown, but you may be genuine kings and queens, 
living regal lives, wielding scepters of more than royal 
power. You may or may not ever have salute your ears, 

" That applauding thunder . . . 
Which men call fame ; " 

but the greatness of an exalted character and the 
triumphs of a victorious life are surely yours, if you 
will pay the price of these transcendent guerdons. 

"Was David set apart for God's service by the holy, 
consecrating ceremony of his prophet? So have 
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many of you been solemnly dedicated to the service 
of God by consecrating vows, by the sacred rite of 
baptism, by solenm prayers, rising often and fervently 
from parental hearts, at household altars and from 
secret places where no eye but God's could see and 
no ear but his could hear. I do not play with fancies 
nor jest with your inmiortal interests when I say that 
you, every one, no matter how cheaply you have held 
your life hitherto, how little you have esteemed its 
worth and privilege, how slightingly used its oppor- 
tunity — ^nay, more, no matter how basely you have 
abused its largess of mercy — nevertheless, you are 
called to "fellowship with the saints,'' to companion- 
ship with earth's greatest and purest heroes, to a life of 
high aims, unsullied purity, and commanding power. 
To such a life I summon you, with tender and im- 
passioned earnestness, by the sacred call of Heaven 
which is upon you ; by the solemn, consecrating rite 
of God's ministers; by the vows and prayers, the 
' pleadings and tears, of pious parents, yet lingering on 
earth to bless you with their counsel, or looking down 
from heaven to follow you with their spirit ministries ; 
by the voice of conscience ; by the sublime possibilities 
of a life well-spent and the certain fate of a life mis- 
spent ; by the powers within you and the promise be- 
fore you and the perils around you — by all these voices, 
human and divine, by all these appeals from earth and 
heaven and hell, I summon you to such a worthy life. 
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THE FAST YOUNG MAN. 
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' Therefure shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled 
with their own devices." — ^Pboybrbs. 



" He is given 
To sports and wildness and much company." 

— Shakespeabb. 



" Yea, too, myself from myself I guard, 

For often a man's own angry pride 

Is cap and bells for a fooL" — ^Tenvtson. 
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rpHIS young man Absalom, concerning whom the 
i. distressed father puts this anxious inquiiy, is not 
a model for the imitation of the young men of tcniay. 
The study of his history and character will not afford 
us the pleasure which we derived in following the 
fortunes and contemplating the virtues of the pure- 
minded Joseph. But if the task be less agreeable it 
may not be less instructive ; we may learn not less 
f ron^ one whose example is to be shunned than from 
him whose life is a pattern of goodness. Let us go 
back some three thousand years and place distinctly 
before us, in the clear outlines of a real personage, 
the character of this wayward young man. Thus we 
shall be able to see him living and moving before us 
and learn some lessons well worth the learning. The 
story of his life must be briefly told. It is with the 
study of his character and the lessons of his career 
that we have most to do. 

I. Absalom was the third son of David. His father 
was a king, and the vista of life down which his 
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youQg eyes looked was as bright with the radiance of 
hope, as richly hung with the fruits of promise, as 
ever opened to the eager gaze of aspiring youth. 

Possessing rare personal beauty, petted and fondled 
by indulgent parents, he walked up the sunny path 
of early youth to young manhood, plucking the 
tempting fruit of desire which hung in such luxuriant 
growth about him, and eating to the full. He was 
not wholly bad, but one of those thoughtless, reckless 
young men, not seldom met with in modem days, 
who are not over scrupulous about their habits, and 
lead a kind of free and easy life. He had a chivalrous 
spirit of honor which you do not find it easy to con- 
demn. He indignantly resented the dishonoring of 
his twin-sister, Tamar, by his half-brother, Amnon, and 
gratified his burning revenge by murdering the guilty 
brother. Law was nothing to him. He was a law to 
himself. He was not the man to brook an insult or to 
be crossed. Self-gratification was the rule of his life. 
Does it require prophetic vision to foresee what this 
would bring him to ? When a young man, pampered 
by self-indulgence, fired with the hot blood of youth, 
inflated with a sense of his own importance, casts oflE 
the restraints of law and religion, who does not know 
how certam will be his ruin ? For this flagrant viola- 
tion of the law, Absalom was compelled to flee the 
kingdom and to seek a refuge with his grandfather, 
Talmai, who was king of Geshur. Here he remained 
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in exHe for three years ; for David, his father, as the 
ruler of the land, dared not disregard the laws which 
it was his dntj to execute, though his paternal heart 
fondly yearned toward his guilty son. But Absalom 
was a favorite in the kingdom, and Joab, David's 
prime-minister, succeeded by artful strategy in obtain- 
ing the king's consent to the young prince's return to 
Jerusalem. Yet David did not venture to receive 
him to the court, and for two years he resided in his 
own house, without seeing his father's face. 

Absalom can ill brook such neglect as this. He is 
no penitent, with smitten heart, crying, as did his 
father, under the conscious burden of guilt, for the 
forgiveness of his sin. He is rather plotting to free 
himself from this galling yoke of dishonor. He de- 
sires an interview with Joab that he may secure his 
s^^ces in bringing about a reconciliation with his 
father. A young man of his stamp is never at a loss 
for means to compass his ends. If there is no right 
way to the end desired, there is always a wrong way. 
Joab's barley-fields are near at hand. Absalom orders 
his servants to set fire to them. This has the purposed 
effect and brings the infiuential councilor into his 
presence. Absalom implores Joab to use his influence 
in restoring him to the favor of the king, and re- 
establishing him in his forfeited privileges. His object 
is accomplished. Joab intercedes with David. Absa- 
lom is brought before that father whose face he had 
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not seen for five years. The old man grants him a 
full pardon, sealing it with a kiss of reconciliation. 
Absalom is again the object of his undisguised love, 
receiving many tokens of his favor — an honored 
prince in the king's court 

But how does the young restored criminal requite 
these unmerited favors ? Does he show his gratitude 
by filial affection and by kind offices to his aged 
father? Not he, the ungrateful fratricide! No 
sooner is he established in his new relations than he 
begins to plot for the throne. No right and no re- 
lationship is sacred to him. Property, honor, life, are 
but as dry stubble before the raging fire of his selfish 
ambition. 

Behold this ingrate son intriguing against his 
father's kingdom and stealing the hearts of the peo- 
ple from their lawful sovereign. He knows how to 
play the demagogue. He is a smart young man, as 
the world has it, and his clever parts are all deyoted 
to consummately selfish ends. His father's kingdom 
is now large and the duties of the kingly office are 
many and onerous. David is not only king, but 
judge. Innumerable cases, of appeal, at least, are 
constantly demanding his attention, and there must of 
necessity be some delay and dissatisfaction. Besides, 
he has not the vigor and strength of his younger days, 
and already bends under the infirmities of age. The 
wily son, Absalom, perceives this state of things, and 
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with all the cunning trickery of a modem politician 
gives himself to the task of supplanting the old man 
on the throne. He takes his place at the gate of the 
palace, and when the men of Judea come up from 
various parts of the country to seek justice at the 
king's court, he questions each as to his cause ; tells 
him it is right and good, but there is no man deputed 
of the king to hear him ; and then, with an affected 
disinterestedness, that strikingly reminds one of some 
of the political philanthropists of our day, exclaims, 
" O that I were made judge in the land, that every 
man which hath any suit or cause might come unto 
me, and I would do him justice I " 

Then, too, Absalom affected a profound regard for 
the common people. When any one of this class ap- 
proached him, Absalom smiled blandly, bowed gra- 
ciously, and saluted him with a kiss. 

Ah, how he loved the lower classes ! It is mar- 
velous what a race of successors in this line of reform 
Absalom has left behind him. In Roman history we 
have, among others, an instance of like conduct in 
Salvius Otho, whom a historian terms the Roman 
Absalom. But who shall number the American Absa- 
loms whose love for the dear people finds expression 
in smiles and bows and pompous words, high-sounding 
with the promises of a pseudo-philanthropy ? 

Thus does this sycophantic l^ypocrite sow the seeds 
of rebellion. And when the plot is fully ripe Absar 
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lorn leaves Jerusalem under a false pretext and goes 
to Hebron, twenty miles away, where his insurgent 
followers meet him and proclaim him king. The sad 
intelligence soon reaches David in his palace. He is 
compelled to flee from his throne, and, accompanied 
by a faithful band of adherents, hastily marches out 
of the city, while Absalom with his forces enters 
Jerusalem and takes possession of the royal palace. 

It is a touching sight, which may well moisten the 
eye of pity — ^the old king, surrounded by the mem- 
bers of his household, his officers and servants, sadly 
wending his way down Mount Zion, across the valley 
of the Kedron. See the white-haired, broken-hearted 
father, aa with bare feet and head covered, to 
hide his grief, while burning tears roll down his 
furrowed cheeks, he slowly climbs the rocky steeps of 
Mount Olivet. The summit reached, he turns his 
tearful eyes toward the Holy City, from which he is 
now fleeing as an exile, and remembers, with fresh 
outbursts of grief, that a rebellious son reigns in 
yonder palace, so recently his happy home. He is 
drinking now from the cup of bitterness which 
many a parent's lips have pressed, that sorrow — ^the 
saddest of all human sorrows — ^which springs from 
the unnatural conduct of a heartless son. 

But Absalom thought not of his sorrow-smitten 
father, and would have pressed on at once to eflEect the 
destruction of the banished king and his adherents 
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were it not that the couiiBel of Hushai held him back 
until he could gather a larger force about him. 

David, meanwhile, pushed on his little army across 
the Jordan, as far as Mahanaim — ^a city among the 
mountains of Gilead — ^where, refreshed and re-enforced, 
he prepared to meet the insurgents. Absalom followed 
with his army, in command of his cousin Amasa. The 
decisive battle was fought in the wood of Ephraim. 
Twenty thousand men fell upon the field. Absalom, 
though no soldier, was yet in the fight He "rode 
upon a mule, and the mule went under the thick 
boughs of a great oak, and his head caught hold of the 
oak, and he was taken up between the heaven and the 
earth ; and the mule that was under him went away.'' 

Joab, who was in command of the king's forces, 
was told of his plight, and hastening to the spot — 
contrary to the command of the indulgent David, 
who had given orders to spare Absalom — thrust him 
through the heart with three darts, and ordered ten 
young men to complete the deadly work. "And 
they took Absalom, and cast him into a great pit in 
the wood, and laid a very great heap of stones upon 
him." Thus ingloriously ended the history of this un- 
principled young man. The fond father poured out 
a pitiful lament over his untimely end ; but few are 
the tears which humanity will shed over the grave of 
such an unnatural son. The Jews to this day cast a 
Btone at his tomb, whi^ stands in the vaUey of 
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Jehoshaphat, to express their indignation at his heart- 
less conduct 

And this, my young friends, is the type of a 
character which in our day has but too many a 
representative, called, in popular parlance, " The Fast 
Young Man." Not, indeed, that this character among 
us always has aU the bad qualities of the infamous 
Absalom. Not, by any means, that he always is to be 
found in the same plane of society. He may be a 
prince or a newsboy, the son of a millionaire or of a 
scavenger, flattered or cursed by society : the spirit 
that animates him is every-where and always the same. 
And that spirit, whatever be its outward exhibition, 
is identical with that of the ignoble Absalom. 

n. Let us now analyze a little more closely the char- 
acter of this young man, that we may discover and 
shun its antitype which is found to-day in the various 
circles of society. Here, in the first place, we find a 
supreme self -conceit which renders him impatient of 
restraint. His own head is for him the one fountain 
of wisdom, his own foolish heart the one counselor 
he seeks, his own hot blood the one impelling force 
of his life. What cares he for his elders? He is 
wiser than they. Of reverence he is guiltless. No 
man or institution has any sacredness for him. All 
that has gone before belongs to the " old fogyism" of 
the foolish past. He is the son of a wiser and faster 
age. Po not try to bind about him any of these 
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swaddling-bands of infancy. As little does he care 
for law 88 the Bedouin of the desert. His brother 
has committed a wrong ; he shall pay the forfeiture 
of his own life. Joab does not come to his house as 
he desires ; his burning barley-fields shall bring him 
to terms. Such precisely is the fast young man of to- 
day. A young Samson, snapping asunder the withes 
of old forms and restraints which would bind him to 
an orderly life-*a law unto himself — ^he stalks forth 
into society with the freedom of an outlaw, to prey < 
upon its priceless treasures. Not such, young man, 
is the way to a successful life. It is not the path of li- 
cense, but of law, that leads to loftiest heights of being ; 
it is not freedom, but restraint, that shall bring you 
highest good. God has surrounded our path with cher- 
ubim of law, and sends restraining angels to attend us. 
Look at another characteristic of this young Absa- 
lom, and of nearly every other fast young man — Ms 
utter wamt offUal affection amd rega/rd. How fondly 
that father loved him and doted on him ! How basely 
the heartless son requited the parent's love ! "What 
must have been the quality of that heart which could 
resist such love, and pierce the bosom of an affection- 
ate father through and through with pangs of grief, a 
hundred-fold worse than death? Yet how many a 
young man to-day is thrusting the darts of keenest 
sorrow through the hearts of loving parents, by dis- 
regarding their godly wishes, and spuming their 
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counsels and their prayers! When I see a yonng 
man who treats slightingly the parents to whose ten- 
der care he owes his all of present good or future 
hope, who spurns his father's advice and heeds not the 
entreaties of his mother, I see another fast young man 
whose end is as certain as the laws of moral husbandry 
are invariable. I hear a voice saying, " With what 
measure ye mete it shall be measured to you again." 

Iktframagcmce is another feature of the character I 
am delineating. David was not a man of show. Little 
did he care for the gilded trappings of royalty. You 
might have seen him walking about among his sub- 
jects in Jerusalem without guard or attendant. But 
this young sprig of royalty, who is living on the old 
man's money, keeps his dashing turn-out, and rides 
through the streets of the city attended by fifty out- 
runners. His old fogy father may go on, if he chooses, 
in his plain, quiet way of living, singing his psalms 
and offering his prayers, and attending to all the du- 
ties of a religious life ; but as for Absalom, he is bound 
to make a dash and cut a figure in society. 

That is the fast young man of to-day exactly. He is 
the showy young man of the street. He drives a fast 
team if he can get one, and he would rather drive it 
on Sunday than on any other day. He makes a sen^ 
sation, if possible, and attracts attention to himself as 
a brilliant, dashing young man. It costs money. But 
what is money to him ? Some doting father foots the 
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bills ; or, may be, the till of his employer is the bank 
on which he draws ; or he takes a hand at stock-gam- 
bling, pocketing his gains and repudiating his losses ; 
or, failing in these and other resources, he writes an- 
other man's name on a bit of paper, and gets the cash 
at the bank. In one way or another the extravagant 
style of living must be supported, no matter what ruin 
and disgrace follow in its train. Young man, beware 
of the company of such, and covet not the brilliant 
equipage and costly attire of the fast young man. 

Observe the utter tmscruptUoicsnesSy the entire vHmt 
of moral principle^ which marks the conduct of this 
ho^headed youth. He has an aspiring nature, and is 
ambitous to rise to high honor and power. A true 
ambition is a noble element in the character of a 
young man. Held in due restraint, and regulated by 
pure principles, it is a motive power that impels to 
illustrious deeds, and lifts the life above the sordid 
plane where the ignoble are content to throng. But 
a false ambition, that aspires to seK-aggrandizement 
regardless of the rights and interests of others, is the 
base quality of a small soul, and will work its own 
destruction. It is a Vesuvian fire within the bosom, 
whose certain eruption will spread Pompeiian desola- 
tion over the f ertilest vineyards and fairest fields of 
life's fond hopes. 

Such was the ambition of Absalom. He wished to 
sit upon the throne, and he scrupled not at the use of 
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any means to gratify this unhallowed desire. The 
basest treachery, the most shameless sycophancy, the 
most heartless ingratitude toward an affectionate fa- 
ther — all this was the price he paid to secure his ends. 
This fiendish spirit took possession of the soul, and 
with its hot and poisonous breath blasted every lovely 
quality and banished every worthy aspiration. 

When a man sets his heart on any unlawful prize, 
or when to secure any lawful end he stoops to ille- 
gitimate means, sacrificing honor and truth and con- 
science, and the sacred rights of his brother man, let 
him remember Absalom, and beware, lest, sowing 
" the wind," he reap " the whirlwind." 

III. But it is worth our while to study the inducing 
causes of this most ungracious character, and look at 
the surroundings under which it was developed to 
such ripeness of evil. Thus shall we learn our most 
profitable lesson of warning from the contemplation 
of our present subject. We must not forget that 
character is always largely the product of causes and 
influences within the power of the individual himseK, 
or his guardians and teachers. Do we ask what made 
this young man what he was ? What were the influ- 
ences about him from which he grew to such stature 
in sin ? Let us see. 

And flrst we are reminded that Absalom wds horn 
into a condition ofafflm£nce. The son of a king, with 
money enough at his command, he ^rew up surround- 
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ed by the luxuries whicli ample wealth furnishes, and 
never knew the healthful discipline of want, never 
felt the mighty incitements of necessity, never expe- 
rienced the true independence which personal effort 
inspires. With all the benefits which wealth and sta- 
tion confer, with all the advantages which they place 
within the reach of the young man who will avail 
himself of them, we may not blind our eyes to the 
fact that one of the most perilous conditions in which 
any youth may be placed is that of abundant wealth 
and its attendant influences. It is so likely to foster 
pride and seK-conceit, to prevent all manly effort, to 
induce self-indulgence and dissipation, to pamper the 
body and corrupt the soul, as to constitute it a peril 
against which no young man thus circumstanced can 
too strictly guard himself. The fast young man may 
be, and not seldom is^ the son of poverty ; but he is 
too often the petted son of wealth, the favored heir 
of fortune, as was Absalom. 

There can be no question, also, that the ea/rVy moral 
amd rdigious cuU/wre of Absalom was sadl/y neglected. 
His father, David, was, indeed, a man of distinguished 
piety, and doubtless gave him much godly counsel. But 
he was a busy man, as fathers usually are, and found too 
little time for the religious training of his children. The 
cares of a kingdom, the onerous duties of a judge and 
ruler, together with the time devoted to authorship, con- 
sumed his working hours, as multiplied labors engross 
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the fathers of to-day. I would it were not so ; and I 
do not design to exonerate the fathers from responsi- 
bility when I state this simple fact ; bnt it is the fact 
that ujpan, the motke/r rests the burden— justly or un- 
justly — of imparting religious instruction to the chil- 
dren of the household. And if she fail in this holy 
service the failure is too often fatal. In the case of 
Absalom, the mother, unhappily, was the daughter of a 
heathen king. You may blame David for marrying 
such a woman as Maacah, but that does not affect the 
fact that he did marry her, and that she was the 
mother of Absalom, and that the child's future destiny 
was largely committed to her hands. 

It is a sad thing for a child to grow up without 
feeling the pressure of a mother's warm hand of 
blessing on his head, as she offers her fervent prayer 
to heaven in his behalf and bedews his cheeks with 
the tears of maternal love. It is a sad thing never to 
have learned from the lips of a Christian mother to 
lisp, " Our Father who art in heaven." 

It is a sad thing for a young man to go out 
into the fierce struggle of life, to battle with its 
temptations, unfortified by religious principles, deeply 
planted in the heart by a pious mother's loving care. I 
trust there are no such youths before me. You re- 
member that godly mother : the pressure of that gentle 
hand upon your brow you even now can almost feel ; 
the warm tear-drop seems stiU burning on your cheek. 
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and the tremulous words of prayer are still sounding in 
your ear. If you are wayward or wicked it is in spite 
of a mother's hallowed influence and holy teachings. 
But there are many^ I fear, even in this Christian land, 
who, like Absalom, grow up to run the quick and 
sad career of a fast young man without the restraining 
influences of a godly mother's example and instruction. 

Among the causes which conspired to render this 
young man's character so infamous we must not fail 
to mention, also, jpa/rental indulgence. David, with 
all his virtues, was an over-fond father. The young 
Absalom was never subjected to the rigorous dis- 
cipline, the restraints, the seK-denial, and self-govern- 
ment essential to the foundation of a strong and vir- 
tuous character. Thus, this petted child was nursed 
in the lap of indulgence, accustomed to his own way, 
while his loving father was almost blind to his faults, 
until the very last. See that stricken father, driven 
from his throne by an ingrate son, sitting at the gate 
of the city of Mahanaim, crying in the ears of his 
officers as they go forth to battle with the noble 
youth, "Deal gently, for my sake, with the young 
man." Better far had it been, for father and son, 
if that gentleness of parental love had always been 
mingled with wholesome severity of discipline. But 
David reaped at length the bitter fruits of unwise 
indulgence, as every parent will. 

Another fact concerning the subject of our study 
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deserves a moment's reflection. "There was none to 
be so mnch praised as AhBalom/or his beauty; " and 
praised he doubtless was by thoughtless parents and 
friends, until he became inordinately vain of his per- 
sonal beauty. It is dangerous for a young person to be 
endowed with rare physical beauty, lest he be proud 
of that which adds nothing to his worth. Nature 
sometimes spends all her strength in adorning the 
body, leaving little beauty or excellence for the mind. 
Absalom was probably content, as many another is, 
with a beautiful face, though the soul bore the marks 
of woeful deformity. He was an exquisite in dress. 
That elegant head of hair which he cultivated so 
assiduously must have occupied many of his precious 
hours. He thought more of his golden locks than of 
golden thoughts — ^more of his dress than of his death- 
less destiny. And therein he resembles the fast 
yotmg man of our time, who knows incalculably more 
about the barber and the tailor, the latest fashion and 
the last "hop," the prettiest young lady and the 
richest old father, the coming wedding and the ap- 
proaching horse-race, than he does of literature or 
business, morals or religion. 

We must not linger on this too fruitful theme. 
Add to the character thus hastily sketched the in- 
fluence of the club-room, the gaming-table, the the- 
ater, the social glass, the midnight revel, and the 
gilded house of death, and you have the full portrait 
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of the fast young man, who, unless arrested by the 
hand of Divine Power, will soon run his short race and 
terminate his career, if not in similar manner, yet as 
fatally as did Absalom, the rebellious son of David. 

" Is the young man safe ? " — ^the young man of our 
schools and colleges ; the young man of our free, fair 
country; the young man of our rich and crowded 
cities ; the young man of our own loved homes ? Is 
he safe? 

O, how many an anxious parent's heart throbs and 
thrills as this question trembles on the lips of love ! 
That smitten king, with hoary head and aching heart, 
sitting at the gate of the city, in breathless anxiety 
awaiting tidings from the battle, and when the pant- 
ing messenger approaches breaking out in the eager 
inquiry, " Is the young man Absalom safe ? " is but 
the type of many another parent whose heart is break- 
ing in its anxious love for a wayward son. I have 
known many a mother to sit and watch and wait, 
with trembling heart and tearful eye, far through the 
weary hours of night, listening for the foot-fall of the 
son of her love, and refusing to press her pillow until 
she saw him safe within the door of his own home. 
How eagerly she looked into the face of the late- 
comer! How anxiously she sought for any word or 
tone or look or sign that would answer the question 
which lay so heavily on her aching heart, "Is he 
safe ? " And I have seen a picture as sad as that of 
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the anguislied David, when he went into that little 
chamber in the tower over the gate, and burst forth 
into that bitter, wailing cry of grief, " O my son 
Absalom I my son, my son Absalom ! would God I 
had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son ! " 

*' How sharper than a serpent^s tooth it is 
To have a thankless child ! " 

How sadder than every other grief of life to see the 
child of your love pressing eagerly the way to death ! 
God pity and strengthen the parents ; God bless and 
save the sons whom I now address ; and may neither 
have occasion to lament the errors of a misspent life ! 

And now, O young man, I lay this question on 
your conscience : Are you safe f While snares and 
pitfalls crowd your path, while the syren voices of sin 
charm your ear, while the wrecked hopes and ruined 
hearts of thousands of once promising youth utter 
their warning notes, tell me, Are you safe? Not 
unless your feet are planted on the Eock of Ages ; 
not unless you have fled for safety to the waiting 
arms of the Almighty Friend ; not unless 

'* The eternal God is tlvy refuge and 
Underneath are the everlasting anns.** 

And if not thus secure, flee now, at once, to this 
safe Hiding-place. Grasp the proffered hand of 
Christ, and tread the dangerous path of life hand in 
hand with this best of friends. 
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THE BRILLIANT FAILURE. 
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''Let not the wise man gloiy in liis wisdom, neither let the mighty 
man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches : but 
let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth 
me, tliat I am the Lord."— Jeremiah. 



"What signifies to man that he from heaven 
His soul derives, that with erected front 
He walks sublime, and views the starry skies, 
If like the brutes irrational he acts! " — Ovn>. 



"Surely none can thmk without horror on that man^s condition who 
has been more wicked in proportion as he had more means of excel- 
ling in virtue, and used the light imparted from heaven only to embel- 
lish folly."— Johnson. 
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** Solomon in all his glory." — Matthew vi, 29. 

"Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord."— 1 Kings xi, 6. 

ONE cannot fail to observe the wonderful diversity 
of character portrayed in the Scriptures. Here 
are heroes and martyrs, warriors and civilians, states- 
men and poets, characters lofty and lowly, strong and 
weak, secular and saintly. Yet this very diversity is 
evidence of the faithfulness of the portraiture. Had 
all the characters of the Bible shone with a divine 
radiance, we should have questioned the truthfulness 
of the record. As it is we see in them all evident 
touches of human nature. They represent humanity 
through all the ages. Hence every Scripture charac- 
ter is rich in instructive lessons. Their weaknesses 
and follies, their strange contrasts and inconsistencies^ 
teach us not less valuable lessons than their worthier 
traits. 

The character of Solomon is unique— one of the 
loftiest and saddest of the sacred volume. Grand in 
its stately strength and towering height — sad in its 
demoralization and fall. A morning fair and bright 
as ever dawned on mortal vision — ^high noon golden 
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and glowing, flasliing its glories far and wide — an 
evening clouded and monmful, with wailing winds 
and muttering thunders. Is it not the type of many 
another life ? Has it not a voice of wisdom for us ? 
Let us sit before this portrait, study its features, apply 
its lessons, and grow stronger and wiser the while. 

Let us first take a rapid glance at the historic out- 
line of Solomon's life. He was the latest-bom son 
of David and Bathsheba — " tender, and only-beloved 
in the sight of his mother.'' Bom a prince, the ol> 
ject of special parental affection, a beautiful and 
promising child, his education was doubtless the best 
that could be secured. Nathan, the prophet, was his 
special preceptor, but unquestionably the wisest 
teachers of Jerusalem were his instructors. Yet it is 
probable that his education amid courtly splendors 
developed intellectual activity and the poetic senti- 
ment, rather than the robustness of character which 
marks many of the stalwart heroes of the Old Testa- 
ment. Trae education will ever seek to put a sinewy 
strength into the character. 

At the age of ten or eleven years Solomon wit- 
nessed the revolt of his brother, Absalom, after whose 
tragic death he was regarded as heir to the throne. 
There was, however, another older brother, Adonijah ; 
but David, who was greatly under the influence of 
Bathsheba, had secretly sworn to her that her favorite 
son, Solomon, should be king. David was now old 
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and feeble, the throne would soon be vacant, and 
Adonijah plotted to seize it by a cowp d^etat. Absa- 
lom's revolt was re-enacted with less success. Abi- 
athar, the priest, and Joab, David's chief general and 
trusted friend, with many of the king's servants, 
were in league with Adonijah. 

A speedy blow must be struck to save the throne to 
Solomon. ITathan and Bathsheba hasten to the feeble 
David, urge upon him his oath, and measures are at 
once taken to put the crown on Solomon's head. The 
young prince is placed on the royal mule and, with 
his supporters, hastens to Gihon, where he is anoint- 
ed king by Zadok, the younger chief priest. The loud 
trumpet-blafit peals out the announcement to the 
assembled concourse, who send back the shout, "Long 
Kve King Solomon ! " He is borne in triumph to the 
palace, seated on the royal throne, and receives the 
benediction of his father, David. This sudden en- 
throning of Solomon strikes dismay into the hearts of 
the conspirators. Adonijah flees to the sacred altar 
on Gibeon for protection, and is spared only to perish 
without mercy a little later. Abiathar is deposed 
and disgraced, and Joab, the white-haired hero of a 
hundred battles, is slain by his former comrade, Ben- 
aiah, while yet his hands clasp the consecrated altar. 

Every enemy was now removed, and Solomon was 
"established," according to promise, on the throne of 
his father, David He was at that time probably 
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about nineteen or twenty years of age — ^a lofty position 
and great responsibility for such a youth. Let us see 
how he met the demands of the situation. 

Among his first acts was one eminently religious — 
respecting the worship of the true God. The ancient 
Tabernacle stood on the heights of Gibeon, some six 
miles north-west of Jerusalem. Thither repaired the 
young Solomon on a sacred pilgrimage, attended by 
a vast retinue of dignitaries, and offered, as a royal 
sacrifice, a thousand victims to signalize his accession 
to the throne. 

It is well thus to honor God and inaugurate every 
new and important era in life-^the assumption of 
new duties and relations — by some special offering or 
act of consecration to the Father above. 

God was pleased with this evidence of Solomon's 
piety. 

We now come to the most important act of his life 
— the great test of his character which affords evi- 
dence of hifi superior qualities. The night after his 
sacrificial offering God appeared to him, and the sol- 
emn voice said, " Ask what I shall give thee." What 
a moment of thrilling interest was that ! A young, 
ambitious king in the very presence of Jehovah — sl 
voice divine proffering him whatever gift his heart 
should crave — the hand omnipotent extended to 
grant his utmost desire. What visions of glory must 
have passed before his mind in that supreme moment 
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of deciflionl "What forms, beautiful and smiling, 
stood before him pointing out the gleaming path of 
promised good I But none of these forms of beauty 
or visions of golden hope throw the spell of their 
fascination over his mind in that crisis hour. He 
asks not Honor's fairest crown, nor Pleasure's most 
endianting gifts, nor Fortune's amplest favors, nor 
life prolonged through ever fresh and happy years — 
but he does ask the transcendent gift of Wisdom. 
He recognizes the duties and responsibilities of his 
high position. He remembers the mercy of that God 
who has thus exalted him. He is conscious of his 
own weakness. What humility he exhibits! "I am but 
a little child : I know not how to go out or come in. 
And thy servant is in the midst of thy people. . . . 
Give thy servant an understanding heart." Wisdom 
and an " tmderstanding heart," qualifications for his 
station — character, and not any external good, is the 
choice of this young man of rare endowments. And 
this view of himseU and his greatest need is the more 
notable because of his age, about twenty — ^the very 
period when we are wont to be most presumptuous 
and self-confident ; jealous of a greatness not yet as- 
sured to us ; impatient of Counsel, untractable, and 
swayed by passion and impulse. This remarkable 
choice of Solomon puts on him the stamp of nobility. 
Throw upon this scene the color of reality by mak- 
ing it your own. Imagine yourself face to face with 

9 
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God, while the same solemn voice lays upon your 
heart the decision of your destiny, saying, "Ask 
what I shall give thee." Would such a privilege 
prove a boon or bane ? Would your choice lift you 
to companionship with the noblest sons of God or 
sink you to fellowship with the basest slaves of earth ? 
What am I saying? Such a decision is in fact laid 
upon every one of you. And the choice is being 
made. If it be not expressed in words, it is crystal- 
lized into acts. As in fabled story two maidens came 
to Hercules while in his youth — ^the one. Pleasure, 
fair and winsome ; the other. Virtue, modest and un- 
adorned — ^and solicited his company through life ; so 
now, young friends, there come to you the same 
forms, and in your ear rings the voice of each, say- 
ing, " Follow me." 

How was this choice of Solomon honored by God ? 
It pleased him much that this youth had so wisely 
made the choice of Wisdom, and he gave him that 
which he had asked — such wisdom as had never be' 
fore distinguished the mind of mortal ; and because 
he had chosen this higher good, God added thereto 
the lesser gifts of riches and honor and length of daya 
Let it be remembered that the matchless wisdom Sol- 
omon henceforth exhibits is the special gift of God. 

And is this marvelous Fountain of understanding 
accessible to you, young men of lofty aspirations and 
hopes? Does this same beneficent Being proflEer you 
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the gift divine and priceless? Ay, to ycm the 
Voice cries, "Ask, and it shall be given you." "If 
any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that 
giveth to all men liberally." God looks with favor 
on a praying youth whose heart, distrustful of itself, 
cries in the Father^s ear for help and guidance ; and 
heaven drops its highest benisons on his path. It is 
related in an Arabic legend that because Solomon, in 
one of his marches, halted at the hour of prayer, in- 
stead of riding on with his horsemen, God gave him 
the winds as a chariot, and the birds flew over him as 
a perpetual canopy. Young man, if you will pause in 
the march of life to oflEer daily to God the prayer of a 
yearning, trusting heart, the winds of God shall be 
your chariot ; the providence of God, your protecting 
canopy; the angels of God, your ministering servants. 

Let us now hastily follow this youthful king, with the 
crown of wisdom on his brow, through his brilliant 
reign. He returns to Jerusalem and commences a series 
of acts that extend his dominion and establish his king- 
dom on a scale of grandeur dazzling and unparalleled. 

He inaugurates a foreign policy before unknown. 
Alliances are formed with the kings of Egypt and 
of Tyre. He creates a commerce, and in those early 
days — a thousand years before the coming of Christ — 
sends his ships plowing through the Indian Ocean to 
far ofE Ophir in the East, on the shores of India or 
Arabia. They come back freighted with gold and 
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silver, fragrant woods and spices, ivory and specimens 
of natural history. His empire stretches from the 
Euphrates to the Mediterranean, from the foot of 
Lebanon to the desert bordering on Egypt 

At home peace and plenty pour their amplest 
blessings over all the land. It is the golden age of 
IsraeL Solomon adorns and beautifies Jerusalem, 
making it indeed ^^ the joy of the whole eartL" 

The grandest of all his kingly acts was the build- 
ing of the Temple — ^the wonder and admiration of the 
world. From the forest of Lebanon and the quar- 
ries of Bezetha came the materials. Seven and a 
half years was it in building, being completed in the 
eleventh year of his reign. This splendid edifice 
was dedicated with a magnificence which be^ars 
description. It was the great occasion of Solomon's 
life, and he was the grand central figure in the 
scene. All Israel was present — heads of tribes, pater- 
nal chiefs, priests, Levites ; but Solomon himself, in- 
vested with no priestly power, standing on a brazen 
platform erected in front of the altar, offered the ded- 
icatory prayer, containing some of the sublimest ut- 
terances that ever fell from human lips. ,The myste- 
rious cloud of divine glory filled the sacred structure 
— ^the heavenly fire descended and consumed the sac- 
rifice — God thus manifesting his approving presence. 

Jerusalem saw other grand structures rise under 
Solomon's hand. Among these was a palace for 
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liiinself , which reqnired eight years longer than the 
temple to complete, another — ^perhaps inclosed within 
this — ^for his wife, the daughter of Pharaoh — ^the 
honse of the forest of Lebanon ; here he sat in his 
conrt of judgment, seated on a throne of ivoiy and 
gold, which was supported by six lions on either side. 
There were also ivory palaces and ivory towers, used 
for the king's armory. Besides these he had a sum- 
mer palace at Lebanon ; he built pools of water and 
costly aqueducts and stately gardens. Tadmor in the 
wilderness, now Palmyra, was built by him, the massive 
ruins of which are the marvel of modern travelers. 

The style of grandeur in which he lived ahnost 
surpasses credence. Forty thousand horses for his 
chariots and an army of horsemen were at his com- 
mand. He rode in royal state, clad in snow-white 
raiment, in a magmficent chariot of cedar, decked 
with silver and gold and purple, attended by a body- 
guard of three-score valiant men, tallest and most 
beautiful of Israel's sons, arrayed in Tynan purple, 
their long black hair sprinkled with gold-dust. His 
banquets were of corresponding splendor — all his plate 
and drinking vessels were of gold. Silver was so 
plenty " it was nothing accounted of in the days of Sol- 
omon." This, and much more that might be added, 
gives us a glimpse of the outward splendor of his reign. 

But we have a juster view of his greatness when 
we recall his pre-eminent wisdom — ^the literary at- 
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tainmente and achievements which render him the 
prodigy of the ages. His knowledge of mechanics — 
as evinced in rearing those massive snb-stmctures of 
the temple, which remain until this day — surpassed 
that of recent times. In natural history, botany, 
zoology, and kindred branches, he was the father, if 
not the superior, of all modem naturalists. He spoke 
of " trees, from the cedar-tree that is in Lebanon even 
unto the hyssop that springeth out of the wall ; he 
spake also of beast, and of fowl, and of creeping 
things, and of fishes." He rose also from the detail 
of the naturalist and scientist to the broad principles 
of the philosopher and the lofty heights of the poet. 
Three thousand proverbs, a thousand and five songs, 
were the literary children of his fruitful brain. Much 
of the highest wisdom of the Sacred Book — the di- 
vinest counsel to guide the feet of men in all ages — 
flowed from his inspired pen. The proverbs of Solo- 
mon, preserved in the inspired volume, are the surest 
guide for the young man of our age to follow. His 
voice cries to-day in the streets and places of concourse 
of our cities and towns in the ears of every young man, 
saying, " My son, . . . keep sound wisdom and discre- 
tion : so shall they be life unto thy soul, and grace to 
thy neck. Then shalt thou walk in thy way safely, 
and thy foot shall not stumble." 

But we must hasten to view this favored child of 
wisdom and heir of fortune in another and sadder 
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light. Can a character of such colossal proportions 
CTumble and decay? Can wisdom so transcendent 
degenerate to folly? Can a heart in .which are the 
principles of righteousness and truth become the 
home of sin and base desire ? Behold the possibili- 
ties of human nature, heavenward and earthward, in 
the towering heights and degrading depths to which 
the character of Solomon rises and sinks ! His decline 
forms one of the saddest pages in the annals of history. 

This same man that built the Temple of Jehovah 
and consecrated it with his solemn prayer, and wor- 
shiped to divine acceptance the true God, also built, on 
the southern heights of sacred Olivet, sanctuaries to 
three heathen deities — Ashtareth, the goddess of Phe- 
nicia ; Chemosh, the war-god of Moab ; and Molech, god 
of Ammon. The rites with which these deities were 
worshiped were too cruel and licentious for detail. 

Not only was his character tarnished by the permis- 
sion of idolatry, but the foul sin of polygamy, in its 
most aggravated form, stained the purity of his life. 
This was not a new feature in the life of many heroic 
characters of Old Testament history, but Solomon 
carried it to an extent before unparalleled. He 
first married, in his youth, the Egyptian princess, 
Naamah; afterward were added a vast number of 
inferior wives and concubines — all of them, proba- 
bly, of foreign extraction — forming a harem of Ori- 
ental beauty and splendor^ 
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All of this was in direct opposition to the spirit and 
precepts of the Divine Law. His treasures, chariots, 
and wives were expressly prohibited in the Book of the 
Law. Concerning the king to be set over Israel it is 
said: "He shall not multiply horses to himself, . . . 
neither shall he multiply wives to himseK, that his 
heart turn not away : neither shall he greatiy multiply 
to himself silver and gold.'' 

Let no one claim that Solomon had the approbation 
of God in these his misdeeds. It is true that he lived 
in an age when the education and morals of men were 
far below their present standard, and some things were 
permitted by God by reason of their demoralized con- 
dition. It is, nevertheless, true that God never gave 
the seal of his approval to polygamy or to any of the 
sins that disfigure the characters of Scripture history. 

Let us not involve the holy God in the terrible sin 
of Solomon, nor excuse it because of his superior qual- 
ities, nor plead it in extenuation of our own misdoings. 
Eather let us seek to know the hidden causes of his f allj 
and tremble as we see how insecure may be the f ounda 
tions that lie beneath the fair-seeming structure of onr 
own character. 

What, then, were the causes that produced this 
mournful decline, and overhung with darkest clouds the 
closing years of a life beginning with such high prom- 
ise ? We approach this question with the more eager 
jnterest, because the principles upon which character is 
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bnilt, and the inflnences effecting its demoralization, are 
generically the same in all ages. Men are rotting in- 
wardly to-day, and the pillars of their characters 
cmmbling to decay, from the very same influences that 
wrought the ruin of Solomon. Moreover, this fact of 
the decline and fall of character, once lofty and appar- 
ently strong, is but the conmaonest occurrence in mod- 
em society. We do well to study its insidious causes. 
First, then, the superior endowments of Solomon 
became a snare to him, as they are liable to prove to 
every gifted nature. Great talents involve great 
liabilities. Every being is subject to inexorable laws, 
which cannot be violated with impunity; God se- 
cures no man from the legitimate penalties of their 
violation. One of these laws is that which requires 
the improvement of talent as a necessary condition 
of increasing or even retaining it. When God 
gave Solomon that priceless largess of wisdom he 
did not exempt him from this law, nor take the work 
of preserving his character and insuring his ultimate 
well-being into his own hands. It is a fatal delusion 
that there is a mysterious gift of God, called Grace, 
which allows a man to sleep on the lap of some fair 
Delilah, without being shorn of the locks of his 
strength — a magic power that holds a man to the 
right against his own deliberate choice. No. Solo- 
mon, divinely endowed, was yet arbiter of his own 
destiny, and on him r^gted the weighty responsibility 
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of the tmalterable law, " Unto whomsoever much is 
given, of him shall be much required." He failed 
rightly to employ the heavenly gift, and, failing, lost 
the precious boon. And to you, my friend, comes 
the warning voice of his sad fall. You who are 
highly gifted of God and favored among men — ^you 
who wear the crown of genius, or wisdom, or brill- 
iant talent — ^you who are endowed with cultured 
mind and learning's amplest stores — ^you, young men 
of the schools and universities of our favored land — 
you who stand on sunny heights of honor — ^you to 
whom God has intrusted the dangerous talent of 
wealth — ^you who are exalted to lofty summits of 
Christian privilege and grace — ^remember, that with 
these superior gifts come corresponding responsibility 
and danger, and beware lest, like Solomon, you fall 
from the dizzy heights of favor to the darkest depths 
of shame. 

Another cause wrought with insidious influence to 
effect his overthrow. Solomon was the d/wpe of that 
jprmce of decepti/ve devils j misnamed Policy. It was 
from motives of policy, doubtless, that he entered 
into alliance with Egypt's king ; it was from motives 
of policy that he married the daughter of that king, 
and took to his bosom his first heathen wife. Did 
ever man or woman marry from policy — ^political, 
financial, or social interest — that in the end did not 
find it the most miserable policy that ever mortal 
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pursued, yielding its bitter fruits of sorrow and sin ? 
There is but one bond that can ever bind two human 
hearts together in union strong and holy enough for 
the marriage relation ; and that golden bond is Love 
— ^true, pure, uncalculating, heaven-bom love. 

It was policy at first, unquestionably, that built 
heathen sanctuaries and encouraged idolatrous wor- 
ship—that he might gain the favor of foreigners and 
show a generous latitude becoming a liberal-minded 
prince. For we cannot suppose that Solomon erected 
such idol temples for his own worship. The argu- 
ment was specious, as it always is; the influence, 
insinuating ; the result, fatal. 

So men to-day adopt measures, conform to customs, 
form associations, contract marriages, enter into busi- 
ness engagements, impelled by some motive of expe- 
diency, forgetting the eternal standard of Right, and 
the law that knows no exemption, "Whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap." The darkening 
clouds that gathered round the head of Solomon, the 
sins and woes that cursed his later years, may well 
teach us to beware of the policy that leads to danger- 
ous alliances and sinful associations. 

In estimating the causes of Solomon's decline, we 
must also remember the danger that attends great 
worldJy prosperity. Human nature is too weak to 
bear, unharmed, great elevation. Dazzled and 
blinded by the splendor of rank and honor and 
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power and wealth, man reels and falls from tlie 
giddy height. 

Does it surprise you that one of such a rare nature 
and high endowments as Solomon possessed should be 
dazed by the brilliancy of any earthly light, and fall 
from such a height to sins of so great enormity as we 
have specified ? Look into your own heart and the 
problem is solved. To how slight an eminence can 
you be lifted without becoming giddy? Let but one 
title be added to your name — one simple green wreath 
of honor be put upon your brow — a trivial office be 
secured — a few thousands swell your purse — a house 
larger and costlier than your neighbor's be yours; 
acquire an equipage more dashing — a little more 
learning — a higher social status — a costlier ring upon 
your finger, even — ^a richer fabric on your person — 
and how likely is it to affect your spirit and bearing? 

Ah, how little does it take of earth's coveted goods 
to make us forget the corruption within us, the grave 
that awaits us, the God that made us, the heaven 
that invites us! Let us be warned of this danger in 
time, and remember that it was this same Solomon 
who said, "The proyperi4y of fools shall destroy 
them." And he, wisest of men, illustrated the truth 
of his own proverb. 

But finally Solomon fell, a willing victim to the 
seducti/ve cTvarma of pleasure <md ca/mal mdvlgenoe. 
One sentence of the Inspired Volume reveals to us 
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this fatal cause : " Solomon loved many strange wom- 
en :.•• his wives turned away his heart after other 
gods ; and his heart was not perfect with the Lord 
his God." Of all the insidious, corrupting, dangerous 
influences that ever wrought the ruin of man, the in- 
fluence of a bad woman is the most fatal and irreme- 
diable, "She hath cast down many wounded; yea, 
many strong men have been slain by her. Her house 
is the way to hell, going down to the chambers of 
death." Let the fall of Solomon and David and Sam- 
son, and many another, stronger than yourself, warn 
you, young man, against sinking into the voluptuous 
arms of enchanting Pleasure, pierced through and 
through with the poisoned dart of death. 

How replete with lessons is the life of this son of for- 
tune : lessons for every one to ponder with serious mind I 

How powerless are reason and learning to preserve 
character in the light of such a history as this! 
How weak is human nature in its best and strongest 
estate! Who can trust his own heart when such as 
Solomon fall? Can you, young man? Are you 
stronger, safer than he, leaning on that broken staff ? 

Who can hope to fill the full measure of his ambi- 
tion .with the good or gain of this world, with this 
history before him, and such sad wailings sounding 
in his ear as come from the heart of the Preacher in 
the Book of Ecclesiastes ? Ah, these confessiona of 
the Preacher, let them be pondered. Solomon and 
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all the glory of his forty years' brilliant reign have 
departed ; but these remain to be read by the genera- 
tions of men. 

Let ns learn to beware of the hegmniiiga of sin. 
Not suddenly did this mighty prince fall. The 
Arabian traditions relate that in the staff on which 
he leaned there was a worm which was secretly gnaw- 
ing it asunder. The legend is an apt emblem of the 
truth. Early in his youth the worm began to eat 
away the strength of his staff. For years, doubtless, 
his religious ideal was far above his actual life — ^the 
life full of strange inconsistencies and contradictions, 
as is the life of many a man — now saintly, and now 
beastly ; now praying, and now locked fast in the em- 
brace of sin. Young man, take care that no worm 
secretly gnaws at the staff of support on which you 
lean. 

What of Solomon's final state? Saved or lost? 
The good God only knows. In the series of frescoes 
on the walls of the Campo Santo, at Pisa, he is repre- 
sented, in the resurrection, as looking doubtfully to 
the right and to the left, not knowing on which side his 
lot will be cast If he wrote the Book of Ecclesiastes, 
as it is probable he did, he saw at least the folly of 
his sins. Let us listen to the deep-toned voice of 
warning that comes to us from his inspired wisdom — 
sadly illustrated by his uninspired life — " Fear God, 
and keep his commandments." 
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THE UNCOMPROMISING YOUNG MAN. 
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**For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole 
earth, to shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is 
perfect toward him."— Cbboniole& 



"The purity of moral habits is of very little use to a man, unless it 
is accompanied by that degree of firmness which enables him to act 
up to what he may think right, in spite of solicitaMom to ihe contrary," 

—Sydney Smith. 



"Noble he was, contemning all things mean; 

His truth unquestioned, and his soul serene; 

Of no man's presence did he feel afraid; 

At no man's question did he look dismayed."— Cbabbb. 
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"Then this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes, 
because an excellent spirit was in him.'* — Daniel vi, 3. 

THE grandest object for human contemplation is a 
noble character. A lofty type of a true and 
regal man, great and good, is humanity's richest her- 
itage. As Mont Blanc, king of the Alpine mount- 
ains, rears his sublime head above the surrounding 
peaks, and the sunlight irradiates his snowy crown 
when mists and darkness have enveloped their sum- 
mits, so here and there in the family of man is seen 
one of colossal moral stature, towering above his 
fellows, his head crowned with a coronal of light, 
while darkness settles on the brow of other men. 
Such is the character which is the subject of our 
present study. We cannot contemplate it without 
feeling the fires of inspiration kindle in our hearts. 
And, though the character of Daniel is so lofty and 
noble, it does not awaken aspirations only to quench 
them by the hopelessness of attaining like loftiness 
and nobleness of being. So beautifully human, so 
grandly simple, is this character, that you feel there 

is in it nothing impossible to you; and it et^de 
10 
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before yon, in all its charm of manly beauty, an 
illuBtrions and inspiring example of what your 
character may yet become. Thns Daniel is a model 
character for the study and imitation of all who 
would achieve any thing worthy in life. Let us seek 
to learn, then, what we may from the history and 
characteristics of Daniel, the Uncompromising Young 
Man. 

Daniel was the son of nobility, if not of royalty, 
and his early home was doubtless in one of the most 
distinguished families in Jerusalem. When yet a 
mere lad he saw the holy city of his birth invaded by 
the armies of Nebuchadnezzar, then associated with 
his father, Nabopolassar, on the throne of Babylon. 
The city was sacked by the foe ; its treasures were 
seized, and many of its inhabitants were carried away 
captives to Babylon. 

Among those thus borne away into a foreign land 
was the young Daniel. It was a strange and sad ex- 
perience for one so young to be torn away from a 
loved home, and you may well imagine the emotions 
that stirred his bosom as he marched over burn- 
ing sands to the great city of the Euphrates. By 
special command of the king, Daniel and three other 
Jewish youths were selected to bo put in training, 
and educated in the Chaldean language and learning, 
for honorable service at the royal court. Here began 
a career of signal success and honor. And it did 
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not begin with an accident^ or a favorable turn in the 
wheel of fortune. 

Observe, that the foundation of all Daniel's after 
greatness and success is inrue personal merit. Here 
you see before you an heir of humanity, a man sim- 
ply — ^a young man like many of you, with his life- 
fortune to make, as you have. And if God favors 
and honors him, it is because of a subjective ground 
for such favor in himself ; and the same favor awaits 
every man who will bear himself in similar manner. 

The king wants for his palace some young men of 
special qualities, ^^well-favored, and skillful in all 
wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and understand- 
ing science, and such as have ability in them to stand " 
before him ; and he orders one of his chief officers, 
Ashpenaz, to search for such among these Hebrew 
youth. 

Daniel and his three companions meet the require- 
ments, and, in consequence, are selected. Young as 
Daniel is, he has not idled away the golden hours of 
his early youth. Of princely blood, he is no Absa- 
lom, nor any of his kith, squandering years and 
wasting strength in frivolity and dissipation. He 
has not dreamed of honor and promotion, but wrought 
with brain and hand for the prize. 

The kings of society are ever on the look-out for 
such young men, to raise them to positions of trust 
and honor. You need itot fear, young man, in whom 
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ifl " an excellent spirit," that the bright jewel within 
will not flash out its brilliance to the eyes of men. 
Toil on, shine on; you wiU soon be invited to a 
higher seat, and thence to a higher still. 

But what awaits the young Daniel in his new 
sphere of life? A test of character which thus early 
exhibits his v/MiomproTrming spi/nt and unswerving 
fidelity to the truth he holds. 

These young men who are being educated for life 
at court are fed from the king's table — a special favor, 
as most youths would esteem it — and are feasted on 
dainty meats and choicest wines. Why should not 
Daniel be satisfied with such fare as this? True, it 
comes from the table of a heathen, and has been 
idolatrously consecrated, while he is a Jew, and has 
been taught to regard such meat as ceremonially un- 
clean. But, then, he is no longer in Jerusalem ; he 
is in Babylon; it is the custom of the place, and is it 
not well to conform to the customs of the society in 
which you chance to be ? " ^ Among Eomans, do as 
Eomans do.' Why not? Better yield a point so 
trivial than to attract attention by one's singularity." 

So reasons many a young man, with the fatal 
sophistry of eviL He has not been accustomed to 
taste the ruddy wine, and his parents have taught 
him to h&mwre of the cupj and God's word has uttered 
its note of warning in his ear. But at length he finds 
himself among associates where the wine-cup is freely 
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passed; at a wedding banquet, in the club-room, 
around some festal board. The hand of friendship 
places it to his lips. " Drink," says the voice of pei^ 
suasion. " Touch not," whispers the holy voice with- 
in. But he heeds it not; custom is stronger than 
conscience, persuasion nlightier than principle, fear 
overmasters fidelity ; the fatal step is taken I Hence- 
forth the way downward and deathward is easy and 
short I 

Not thus was it with this strong-purposed Hebrew 
youth. His early religious principles, wrought into 
the very texture of his character, were stronger than 
the force of outward circumstances. Notwithstand- 
ing the custom of his associates, the request of the 
officers in charge over him, and the king in whose 
hands his life and fortune were, with a true heroism 
that wins your admiration, " Daniel purposed in his 
heart that he would not defile himself with the portion 
of the king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank ! " 

Heroic purpose ! Who can measure its infiuence 
upon his own after-history and upon the world? Had 
that bold stand for his God and for his conscience not 
been made, the Book of Daniel, with its sublime 
visions of prophecy — ^the Apocalypse of the Old 
Testament — ^had not been written, the world had 
never heard of this illustrious youth, nor possessed 
that peerless pearl of human character, the Kohinoor 
jewel among the gems of humanity. 
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A single purpose of conscientions resistance to an 
evil custom, manfully made and heroicallj kept, has 
given to the world its grandest benefactors. So 
Franklin purposed that he would not defile his lips 
with the daily drams which he saw were cursing his 
fellow-apprentices, and the whole world is feasting to- 
day on the ripened fruit from that one bud of strong 
resolve. 

But Daniel, though firm of purpose and invincible 
in his integrity, is yet wdL-rnxmnered cmd courteous. 
An incorruptible conscience does not imply a sour 
temper or incivility of manners. He politely makes 
his. request to the officers over him to give him and 
his companions a simple vegetable diet, and pure 
water to drink. They have no faith in such a diet to 
give fairness of complexion and vigor of health, and 
fear the consequences if the thing come&f to the 
knowledge of the ' king ; but Daniel takes the re- 
sponsibility, truatmg m his God. 

The trial proves eminently satisfactory. These 
pulse-fed, water-drinking Hebrew, youth have a rud- 
dier coimtenance and a more vigorous body than any 
of their associates who feast on the king's dainties 
and drink his wines. Besides, and better still, their 
minds, unclogged by a surfeited body, are fresh, and 
facile in the acquisition of knowledge, so that at the 
end of three years, when they stand before Nebuchad- 
nezzar for examination, he finds that ^4n all matters 
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of wisdom and underBtanding " they have not only 
surpassed their young fellow-students, but are "ten 
times better than aU the magicians and astrologers in 
the realm ! " 

Here is a lesson on a temperate tod physiological 
habit of life that young people who propose to invest 
any capital in their brains would do well to heed. It 
was not a miracle that gave to these youth the fair 
coimtenance, the active mind, and the surpassing 
wisdom ; but it was the legitimate operation of hy- 
gienic principles, with the added blessing of Heaven, 
which is sure to follow obedience to its own laws. 

" A loaden stomach makes a leaden mind." " Wine 
is a mocker" to the brain, for it promises clearness, 
but it gives confusion; it promises brilliance, but 
stupefaction is its fruit. The young man at college 
is sick, and forced to abandon his studies. The fond 
parents think he is dying of severe mental applica- 
tion. The real cause, in too many instances, is late 
suppers and wine-drinking. 

To return to the subject of our study : Daniel's re- 
ligion and temperance have been no hinderance to his 
advancement yet, but have helped him up the way of 
promotion. Let us view him in this brilliant heathen 
court, a model for all young men in maintaining an 
unblemished character and a life of beautiful piety 
amid the many temptations and seductive influences 
which surround him. 
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An opportunity soon occurs to reveal his worth 
and lift him into a higher position. The king is 
troubled in his dreams, and among all the wise men 
of his kingdom none can tell him the forgotten 
dream, much less interpret its meaning. In his 
wrath he commands them all to be slain. Daniel 
mildly protests against this indiscriminate slaughter, 
and asks for time to consider the matter, promising 
to satisfy the king's demands. 

Behold now the faith and piety of this young 
Hebrew, shining with a brightness and beauty sur- 
passing the brilliant colors in the arch of hope 
against a darkened sky ! He believes in the God of 
his father. He believes in the efficacy of prayer! 
His separation from the holy city and mingling with 
the worshipers of false gods have not caused him to 
forget the God of Israel ; and his acquisitions in the 
science and wisdom of earth have not, as with too 
many, rendered him skeptical concerning the higher 
wisdom of heaven, which God giveth to them that 
ask in faith. 

A difficult task is before him as ever mortal under- 
took. A dream, which a wicked king had forgotten, 
is to be reproduced, and its mysterious import re- 
vealed! Did ever work so hopeless confront youi 
Did ever difficulty so insuperable stand between you 
and the goal of your hopes ? But life is at stake. 
It is do this or die. And Daniel feels that God has 
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other work for him to do in the coming years, and 
is not quite ready to have his head fall by the exe- 
cutioner's stroke. So he undertakes a task that might 
appall an angel ! And he undertakes it in the right 
way. Se betakes himself to God in fervent j>rayer I 
See him, as with thoughtful brow and measured step 
he goes from the king's presence to his own house, 
and lays the weighty matter before his three pious 
friends — ^the immortal worthies of the fiery furnace, 
of whom also the world has heard ! " Let us," says 
this God-trusting man, " desire mercies of the God of 
heaven concerning this secret, that we may not die 
with the rest of the wise men of Babylon." 

Behold them bowed in earnest pleading of heart 
and lip before Jehovah's throne. Did ever prayer 
salute his ear in vain ? Did ever heart repose on 
him without an answering throb of sympathy and a 
ready hand of help ? Heaven responds to these plead- 
ing youth ! The secret is revealed to Daniel. His 
prayer is turned to praise to the God of heaven, with 
whom is wisdom and might, and who giveth each to 
whom he will. 

Young friend, whatever you learn or forget, forget 
not the throne of grace which your Christian moAer 
taught you to approach on bended knee with sup- 
pliant words ! Whatever else you do or fail to do, 
fail not daily to bow before the Father-God, and ask 
his help in the struggle of life. 



Digitized by 



Google 



l54 Chabacteb-Buildino. 

Is your task diflicult ? Pray, and God shall make 
your heart brave and your hand strong. Are you 
struggling alone up the rugged steep of fortune, with 
many a faltering step and many a desponding hour ? 
Pray, and heaven's light shall gleam upon that dark- 
ened path, and the Almighty's hand shall be given 
yours in partnership of life. Do temptations assail 
you, and evil associates allure you, and dangers gather 
thick about you ? Pray, O pray to the God of Israel 
and of Daniel, and the tempter's power shall be futile 
while you are surrounded by heaven's munitions of 
defense. 

This praying Daniel is a young man of highest 
honor cmd truest humility. True to God and true 
to man, he arrogates no superior wisdom to him- 
self, and seeks not to make his own character more 
lustrous by casting a shadow over the character of 
another. 

With the secret of the dream revealed to him, he 
hastens into the king's presence, not to boast over his 
associates among the wise men of Babylon, but to as- 
sure the king that the demand he had made was be- 
yond the wisdom of mortal man, and only the God of 
heaven could reveal the mysterious secret. He at 
tempts to make no personal capital out of the inter- 
pretation, as he might have done, and as a less noble 
nature would have done. He confesses, with the 
most magnanimous frankness and humility, that the 
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secret is not revealed to him because of any wisdom 
that he posesses more than other men. 

Noble Daniel, greater in that large-sonled honor 
and genuine humility than Alexander, conqueror of 
the world, or Csesar, on the throne of boundless em 
pire! 

He tells the king his dream : A great image of gold 
and silver and brass and iron and clay — typifying 
the three great empires which were to rise after the 
Babylonian, namely, the Persian, the Grecian, and 
the Eoman. 

Nebuchadnezzar is so impressed that he falls on his 
face before Daniel, and commands his attendants to 
offer oblations and bum incense to him as a god. 
But the young prophet wants no such honor. He 
cannot, however, and does not, refuse the deserved 
promotion which follows his distinguished service. 
He is too loyal to Grod and his country and himianity 
not to accept, when thrust upon him, any position 
wherein he can best honor his God and serve his fel- 
lows, however great its responsibility and onerous its 
duties. He is immediately made governor of the 
whole province of Babylon, and chief inspector of the 
sacred order of Magi, and becomes the king's most 
intimate councilor. 

Let us follow him into this new and higher sphere 
of life, and, remembering the demoralizing influences 
about him, together with the fact that he is yet a mere 
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youth, having scarcely attained his majority, we shall 
still more ardently admire the strength and beauty of 
his peerless character. 

Let your imagination picture the scenes amid which 
his daily life was passed. The city itself — great Baby- 
lon — over which he was now placed, surpassed in grand- 
eur, brilliance, and wickedness, any city of modem 
times. It was built upon a level plain, in the form 
of a square, fourteen miles on either side. A pro- 
digious wall, fifty-six miles in circumference, inclosed 
it — a wall more than sixty feet higher than Trinity 
steeple. New York, and wide enough for many char- 
iots to be driven abreast on its top, with two hundred 
and fifty towers, and a hundred gates of solid brass. 

Its streets excelled in regularity and width those of 
Philadelphia or Paris ; fifty of them stretched across 
the city with mathematical straightness, crossing each 
other at right angles, each street being a hundred and 
fifty feet wide. Nearly one half the space within the 
city was occupied with squares and pleasure-gardens. 
The river Euphrates flowed directly through the city, 
its banks lined with walls and quays, and the stream 
spanned by bridges of magnificent construction. Two 
splendid palaces stood in the midst of the city — ^the 
one embracing an area of nearly four miles, and the 
other seven and a half in compass — ^imposing struct- 
ures, beside which the palaces of the Caesars and the 
Tuileries dwindle into insignificance. 



Digitized by 



Google 



JDcmid the UncoTwprorrdaing Young Mem. 157 

Here, too, was the grand Temple of Belus, or Baal, 
a costly structure with magnificent furnishings — the 
latter of which alone are said to have been valued at 
nearly a hundred million of dollars !— and the lofty 
tower of the temple stretchmg heavenward, far above 
the highest pyramids of Egypt. And here were hang- 
ing gardens of surpassing extent and loveliness, car- 
ried aloft into the air, presenting a varied scenery of 
hill and dale, forest and meadow, in the midst of the 
bustling city. 

But the inhabitants of this luxurious city, dwelling 
amid the beautiful surroundings of art and the costly 
adornments of wealth, were proud and sensual, living 
in ease and reveling in vice. It yet remains to be 
proved, in the history of the world, that Art fosters 
Virtue, or that Wealth ministers to Worth. Not Bab- 
ylon, nor Athens, nor Kome, nor Florence, nor Paris — 
with all their splendid productions of art — has been 
such a nursery of virtue and foster-parent of religion, 
as New England, with her rugged hiUs, her barren 
soil, her humble cottages with their simple manners 
and daily devotions, her little white school-houses with 
their spelling-books and Bibles, and her neat frame 
churches with their Puritanic GospeL 

The young men of Babylon — as all history informs 
ns — ^were self-indulgent and profligate, devoted to en- 
ervating pleasures and corrupting amusements. They 
were fond of dramatic entertainments somewhat after 
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the " Black Crook" style of modem times, where de- 
cency was shamed by female dancers in slender attire ; 
they reveled in midnight bacchanals, where the wine- 
cnp passed freely from lip to lip, and the lecherous 
song went round the board. Her princes and her 
rulers, her great and wise men, were corrupt in heart 
and dissolute in life. 

It was in such a cily and amid such society that 
Daniel, the pious Hebrew youth, was called to live and 
shine ; and that not as a private citizen, associating only 
with a few Jewish friends, but as governor of the prov- 
ince, and the highest official at court; while the king 
himself, who had raised him to power, and to whom 
he was amenable, scarcely possessed virtue superior to 
his profligate subjects. 

Will the religion of the youthful Daniel stand such 
an atmosphere as this? Transplanted from the genial 
air of Jerusalem to the poisonous malaria of Babylon, 
and the very palace itself, will it not wither and die, 
or at least become a sickly plant without vitality or 
fruit? Kay, his character is made of sterner stuff 
than that. It is no willow, to bend before the gen- 
tlest zephyr, but the stalwart oak, which the hurricane 
blast cannot move. 

Young friend, look at that picture of the unyield- 
ing Daniel, in the very heart of the most corrupt cily 
in history, and learn the worth of genuine religion, 
and the might of a divinely fortified character. A 
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religion that one cannot carry with him ronnd the 
world without freezing in the Arctic zone, or melting 
at the tropics, or sickening in the malarious atmos- 
phere of Paris, or catching the gold fever on the 
slopes of the Eocky Mountains, is not the real article 
which Daniel had, but a huge pious fraud ! 

And yet how many a young man, piously trained and 
perhaps of religious profession, entering new scenes, 
forgets the solemn vows that are upon him, the sanctity 
of the religion he has professed, or at least has been 
taught by a godly mother, and, borne on the rapid cur- 
rents of temptation and sin, is soon lost to the Church, 
lost to virtue and heaven! Learn we all a lesson of relig- 
ious integrity from Daniel in the court of Babylon ! 

. But the lofty cowrage^ the subUme moroU heroism^ 
of this Daniel deserves more special notice, as seen in 
subsequent acts of his eventful life. Nebuchadnezzar 
dreams again, and Daniel is summoned into his pres- 
ence to give the interpretation. , The dream this time 
is one of evil omen, presaging the banishment of the 
king from his throne and from the society of men, 
and his most humiliating debasement among the beasts 
of the field, to be followed by his restoration after he 
shall have learned that the " Most High ruleth in the 
kingdom of men.'* And all this is to come upon 
him because of his arrogance and sin. 

Daniel sees the portending evil with anxious brow. 
The king is his benefactor and friend. He loves him, 
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and would fain be witness and helper of his prosper- 
ity and happiness. But he is no coward and no syco- 
phant ; he boldly declares to the king his certain fate, 
while, with a tender, manly, loving fortitude, he urges 
this mightiest monarch of the earth to penitence and 
reformation, saying, "Wherefore, O king, let my 
counsel be acceptable to thee, and break off thy sins 
by righteousness, and thy iniquities by showing mercy 
unto the poor, if it may be a lengthening of thy tran- 
quillity." 

It is not easy thus to charge upon a friend's con- 
science, and tell him face to face, with courageous 
words of love, of the sin he is cherishing, and the 
doom that is gathering to break on his guilty head. 
Daniel before Nebuchadnezzar, Paul before Felix and 
the false-hearted Drusilla, John the Baptist before the 
guilty Herod, may well teach us all a lesson of cour- 
age, and inspire within every heart a manlier heroism. 

Years pass ; Kebuchadnezzar has been driven 
from men to " eat grass as oxen ; " restored to his 
throne, only to leave it again for the grave, where 
every " path of glory '* ends. Two or three successors 
have had their brief hours of authority on that same 
throne, and have quickly reached the same goal 
Daniel, meanwhile, has occupied a less conspicuous 
place at court, if he has not been wholly forgotten by 
those in power. 

Belshazzar is now king, and Babylon, over-ripe in 
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its iniquity, is ready to fall, according to the predic- 
tion of Jehovah. The last night's reign of this proud 
monarch has come. It is a grand festive occasion, in 
which the whole city participates. Every-where there 
are feasting and reveling, the song and the dance; 
torches gleam in lines of brilliant fire along the broad 
streets ; music floats on the evening air. The grand 
banqueting hall of the palace is in a fiery blaze of 
light. Great Babylon's noblest lords and fairest ladies 
are gathered there; wit and wisdom, learning and 
royalty, vie with each other in the high carnival ]oy. 
Diamonds flash their brilliaut hues ; flowers emit their 
fragrant odors ; jeweled necks and heaving bosoms, 
raven locks and eyes of love, flowing wine and trip- 
ping feet — all combine to dethrone reason and en- 
throne folly. 

Belshazzar moves amid this scene of splendor with 
the proud bearing of a god — ^the adored of the fren- 
zied throng. 

" A thousand dark nobles all bend at his board : 

Fruits glisten, flowers blossom, meats steam, and a flood 

Of the wine that man loveth runs redder than blood. 

Wild dancers are there, and a riot of mirth, 

And the beauty that maddens the passions of earth ; 

And the crowd all shout, while the vast roofs ring, 

< All praise to Belshazzar, Belshazzar the king I ' " 

Wine then, as now and ever, maddens the brain. 

Revelry leads to blasphemy. Belshazzar, flushed 

with this fiery mocker, orders the golden vessels from 
11 
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the holy temple of Jerusalem brought forth, and 
blasphemously insults the King of Heaven. 

But look! What rivets the king's gaze on yonder 
wall? What terror-thrill blanches his cheeks, and 
shakes his whole frame with unmanly fear? An 
armless hand writes in mysterious characters on the 
plastering of the wall! In vain the astrologers at- 
tempt to interpret the mystic writing. The king in 
his terror offers the third place in his kingdom to 
the man who will read the ominous words; but 
the wisdom of Babylon is inadequate to the task. 
The queen-mother, Nitocris, reminds the affrighted 
monarch of the forgotten Daniel, the man in whom 
was the " excellent spirit," who had rendered his 
"father" — or, rather, grandfather — such signal 
service. 

The wise Hebrew is hastily brought before the 
king. There he is, again in the presence of a dis- 
tinguished monarch ; older now by thirty years than 
when he stood before Nebuchadnezzar with kindly 
words of warning; older, but not less bold and true; 
Daniel, the faithful and the fearless still. 

Hear him, as he reminds Belshazzar of God's deal- 
ings with his grandfather, Nebuchadnezzar, and then, 
making a, bold onset on his conscience, declares, " And 
thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine 
heart, though thou knewest all this ; but hast lifted 
up thyself against the Lord of heaven ; and the Gk)d 
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in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy 
ways, hast thou not glorified.'* Then he reads those 
words of doom to the terrified monarch : " God hath 
numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. Thou art 
weighed in the balances, and art found wanting.' Un- 
welcome words J but the monarch instantly fulfills his 
promise, and proclaims Daniel third ruler in the 
kingdom. 

That very night Belshazzar was slain, and the ar- 
mies of Cyrus marched into the city along the bed of 
the Euphrates, whose waters they had turned from 
their channel So certainly does God rule. So 
certainly will the wicked be overtaken in their 
wickedness, and the righteous rewarded in their 
right^ioing. 

Darius the Mede, uncle of Cyrus, is now placed 
upon the throne of Babylon, and the kingdom united 
with the Persian empire. But Daniel finds favor 
with the new king, and to him is given the highest 
place in the new cabinet. The whole kingdom is 
divided into a hundred and twenty provinces, with as 
many princes placed over them, and over these three 
presidents; and Daniel the Hebrew is "preferred 
above these presidents and princes, because an excel- 
lent spirit was in him." This is honor in fullest 
scriptural measure. This is reward, such as God 
only can and will give to the well-doer. 

Never did man occupy so high a position who was 
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more deserving of it. But honor and merit are al- 
ways targets for the malicious arrows of envy. Daniel 
cannot stand in such towering prominence above his 
colleagues in power without exciting this base passion 
in their breasts. They seek occasion for his over- 
throw, but seek in vain for any fault in his character 
or administration. 

Behold a marvel of human perfection ! What ! A 
prime minister of an extensive kingdom, busiest and 
most burdened of men, with a hundred and twenty 
provinces under him, and the eyes of a thousand 
jealous persons turned toward him— to whom 

"Trifles, light as air, 
Are . . . confirmations strong 
As proofs of Holy Writ," 

and not one fault at which the most contemptible 
critic of them all can puff a breath of censure ! There 
stands the model man, concerning whom his envious 
enemies declare that there is but one point at which 
he can be assailed, and that the noblest trait in his 
matchless character — his fidelity to God. 

Would God such a testimony might be borne by 
the world concerning every one who professes alle- 
giance to the law of God ! Better, my friends, that 
men should mark you for the bold stand you take for 
God and religion, than to mock at your piety as a 
weak and worthless sentiment. 
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At the instigation of these envious princes the 
'weak king issues a special decree that whosoever 
shall ask a petition of any god or man, save of 
the king, for thirty days, he shall be cast into the 
den of lions. Daniel knows that the decree is 
signed, and that it was wrested from the king by 
his jealous colleagues to reach his cajse. let us see 
what he will do. 

See him as with thoughtfulness he enters his 
house and goes to that chamber where, amid all the 
hurry and care of his official duties, he has been ac- 
customed to repair three times a day to pray to his 
God. The window toward Jerusalem is open. Un- 
der that window are his skulking enemies listening 
to catch the sound of his voice in prayer. Shall he 
close the window ? Shall he offer his prayer in se- 
cret and in silence ? What the world miscalls Prudence 
whispers, " Yes, God will hear thy unvocalized prayer. 
Eetain thy place, save thy life — a slight compromise 
will shield thee from death." 

" Begone ! Begone, base, coward spirit ! " cries 
the victorious Daniel. "Aforetime I have prayed 
with open window and with uttered words, and thus 
my prayer shall rise to heaven this hour." 

Down he falls upon his knees, and, regardless of 
mortal ears and human decrees, is soon absorbed in 
holy converse with the God of heaven. O, heroic 
soul! O, truest of the true, and faithfulest of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



166 Chabacteb-Bxtilding. 

faithful! Thon knowest not what streams of holy 
inspiration shall flow to the hearts of tempted men 
from this one act of fidelity to God. 

The sequel mnst be briefly told. The king's de- 
cree is irrevocable, though it grieves him to the 
heart that the punishment falls upon his much-loved 
Daniel. 

Follow this fearless, faithful martyr to the lions' 
den, and learn, how God honors and delivers those 
who honor him. There they are, as hunger-flerce 
and blood-fired beasts as ever craunched their victims 
in the Colisetim at Rome. Into their howling den 
the helpless Daniel is thrown. The mouth of the 
den is closed and sealed. The king and his princes 
depart, and Daniel is left alone with these ferocious 
monarchs of the forest as the dark night shuts down 
upon him. 

Alone, did I say ? Nay, a radiant form is there ; 
the same that walked amid the lambent flames of the 
fiery furnace ; the same that John saw on lonely Pat- 
mos; the Angel of the Covenant of the Old Testa- 
ment ; the Christ of the New Testament — and with 
his presence Daniel is safer and happier between the 
lions' paws than Darius in his palace. 

The morning dawns. The anxious king is early at 
the den, and with saddened tones cries, " O Daniel, 
servant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou 
servest continually, able to deliver thee from the 
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lions?*' And from within the gentle, welcome 
voice of the martyr is heard responding, "O king, 
live forever 1 My God hath sent his angel, and 
hath shut the lions' months, that they have not 
hurt me.'' 

That very day the accusers of Daniel were cast 
into that same den, and the lions ^^ broke all their 
bones in pieces or ever they came at the bottom of 
the den." 

Daniel lived to be honored by Cyrus, the succeed- 
ing king, and died at over ninety years of age, full of 
years and full of honors. Thus true and faithful to 
the last was Daniel. Thus true and faithful to the last 
was Daniel's God. 

What if Daniel had not been a believer in the 
validity and efficacy of prayer ! What if his faith in 
the supernatural verity of this mightiest power given 
to man had been destroyed, or even shaken, by the 
subtle influence of the materialistic philosophy which 
we have reason to believe was prevalent in his day, as 
it is in ours ! 

Daniel was then in the very midst of that Oriental 
philosophy which was the fruitful seed from which 
not a little of our modem skepticism has sprung. It 
was from the Chaldean Magi, with whom Daniel was 
so intimately associated, and with whose teachings he 
was thoroughly conversant, that Democritus, but a 
little more than a century later, probably learned 
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much of his famous atomic theory of the miiverse ; a 
theory which, centuries later, Lncretiiis, the Latin 
poet and pupil of Epicurus, revived, in his famous 
atheistic poem, " De Berum Natwra ; '' and which, in 
substance, some of our recent "advanced thinkers'' 
have thrust upon the attention of the present gener- 
ation, as the latest and greatest outcome of modem 
scientific thought There is nothing in it essentially 
new ; and, notwithstanding the acknowledged advance 
of gemiine modem science, there can be little doubt 
that this theory, upon which a large part of the 
materialistic skepticism of to-day substantially plants 
itself, was, in its essence, quite as well understood by 
Daniel as it is by Spencer, or Huxley, or Tyndal, or 
HdBckel. But Daniel's faith in Grod, as the Hearer 
and Answerer of prayer, did not suffer any serious 
shock from this deceptive philosophy. He was not a 
shallow thinker, and could not easily be beguiled by 
false, though plausible, hypotheses. Becancse " in all 
matters of wisdom and understanding " he was "ten 
times better than all the magicians and astrologers in 
the realm" — as the king himself bare witness — ^he 
discarded the false philosophy, and held firmly to the 
Higher Philosophy, and the true faith in Qod as 
Creator and Governor of the world. Hence his real 
greatness ; hence his high distinction ; hence his sig- 
nal triumphs and his marvelous power over his fel- 
low-men. Had he faltered in those crisis hours of 
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his experience, had the insmnating Bkepticism of his 
time palsied his faith and unnerved his ann, he would 
have gone down beneath the waves of oblivion, 
and the worid would have missed the history of 
the man who to-day stands in the fore-front of its 
most distinguished heroes. Shall our faith in God 
and in the onmipotence of prayer receive stimulus 
and strength from the example of this unfaltering 
believer ? 

Young friends, what this heroic man was, in fidel- 
ity, in truth, in honor, in invincible integrity, in high 
courage, in religion, you can be. And being this, 
what his God was to him — ^the Guide of his youth, 
the Inspirer of wisdom, the Giver of strength, the 
Hearer of prayer, the unfailing Companion, the Deliv- 
erer from peril, the omnipotent Friend — ^all this he 
will be to you. 

Learn, then, to honor and to serve the God of 
Daniel ; learn that true principle is true expediency ; 
learn that the busiest man may be a praying man, and 
that prayer is neither foolish nor futile ; learn that the 
saintliest character is not incompatible with the lofti- 
est position, and that religion is for this bustling 
world, and not for the silent cloister ; learn to do right 
though the heavens fall ; learn, above all, that God 
reigns, and sooner will he abdicate his throne than 
allow any of his eternal laws to be violated without 
punishment or kept without reward. 
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Kot one of the minnte prophecies of Daniel, con- 
cerning events stretching all along the track of the 
ages, has thus far failed. Skeptical young man, take 
this well-attested fact to your heart He prophesied 
of Christ, and the glory of his coming kingdom. 
That kingdom has come, and its glorious effulgence is 
shining on you all to-day. Walk, work, triumph in 
that light, and the God of Daniel shall be your de- 
fense, and the heaven of Daniel your everlasting 
home. 
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THE SELF-SEEKER. 
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" Eveiy-where in life the true question is, not what we gam, but what 
we do." — Cabltlb. 



"Whosoever wiU save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose 
his life for my sake shall find it"— Jesus. 
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''And Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain, and pitched his tent 
toward Sodom." — Genesis xiii, 12. 

NOT every painting in the Louvre or tne Pitti Gal- 
lery or the Yatican is a masterpiece. Here and 
there only is one that entrances the beholder. So is 
it in the wonderful gallery of Scripture portraits, 
painted by the hand of Inspiration. All do not 
possess equal beauty, nor inspire equal enthusiasm. 
The subject of our present study has not the nobility 
of Joseph, nor the fidelity x>i Daniel, nor yet the base- 
ness of Absalom. Lot, unhappily, is a commoner 
type of humanity, and therefore, appropriately has a 
place among representative characters. He was by no 
means a very bad man, and just as far removed from 
being a very good man. We may properly place him 
among that numerous class of persons whose character 
is distinguished by no lovely traits, and whose good- 
ness, if it must be accorded to them, is quite covered 
and concealed from view by a thick incrustation of 
selfishness. With some redeeming traits. Lot stands 
before us in the Scripture narrative as a selfHseeking 
man ; and as such, I hold him up to your view, that 
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you may see how unlovely and undesirable is such a 
character. 

I. Lot's early years were spent in IJr of Chaldea, 
north-east of Damascus. His father, Haran, died while 
he was yet a youth of tender years, and he was placed 
in the family of his uncle Abraham, who appearsever 
to have acted toward him the part of an affectionate 
father; while Sarah, the wife of Abraham, is supposed 
to have been the sister of Lot To have been the 
foster-son and companion of so royal a man as Abra- 
ham was a privilege which ought to have left a stamp 
of distinction on the young man, that no after- 
years could efface. 

Lot journeyed with his uncle Abraham, in obedience 
to the divine call, into the land of Canaan, through all 
the migrations of the wandering patriarch, to Haran 
and the plains of Moreh, thence to Bethel, and south- 
ward still, and, by reason of the famine of the country, 
on to Egypt's fertile land and populous cities ; then 
back again to Canaan and the old tenting-ground 
near BetheL ^ 

In all these wanderings the worship of Jetov^ had 
been scrupulously observed. There, at Bethel, stood 
the altar which Abraham had erected when first he 
pitched his tent there. Lot had been witness and 
participant of this worship, just as some of you, 
friends, have bowed so frequently with parents or 
friends around the household altar, and breathed the 
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very atmosphere of devotion from infancy up to riper 
years. Lot seems also to have been favored by Abra- 
ham with special advantages, and, on his retmn from 
Egypt, wafi himseU possessed of large flocks and 
herds, with many servants to tend them. 

Now comes the great crisis in his life. Hitherto 
he has lived on terms of happiest intimacy with his 
Tmde Abraham. Both have become rich. The 
scanty pasture-lands of the rugged hills are not suf- 
ficient for their numerous herds, and there is angry 
contention between their herdsmen. 

This is the first recorded example of riches, and of 
their unhappy effect. By theii* possession Abraham 
is troubled, and Lot is cursed. These two kinsmen, 
whom poverty, hunger, and hardship, amid years of 
joumeyings, could not separate, were brought to the 
brink of a sad alienation by their abundant posses- 
sions. So. the ancients represented Mars, the god of 
war, as the son of Juno, the goddess of riches — 
Wealth, the mother of Discord. But the chivahous 
Abraham will not suffer the strong ties of many 
years' friendship thus suddenly to be sundered. See 
his magnanimity in striking contrast with the selfish- 
ness of his nephew. Lot. " Let there be no strife, I 
pray thee," says this conspicuous type of nature's no- 
blemen, ** between me and thee, and between my 
herdmen and thy herdmen ; for we be brethren. Is 
not the whole land before thee ? Separate thyself, I 
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pray thee, from me : if thou wilt take the left hand, 
then I will go to the right ; or if thou depart to the 
right hand, then I will go to the left." 

Take your stand with these two men on the rocky 
sunmiit of the mountain, which rises to the east of Beth- 
el, and look with them over the landscape presented to 
your view. It is a pivotal point in the history of both. 
On the choice of that hour depends their future life- 
history. And Lot is to make the important decision. 
Northward, far away toward snow-crowned Lebanon, 
and westward to the shores of the Mediterranean 
Sea, the hills and mountain-smnmits rise to view, 
with little to invite the covetous eye. Eastward, and 
toward the south, lies the lovely valley of the Jordan, 
with its green fields and rich pasturage and tropical 
luxuriance, reminding Lot of the sunny Eden — ^the 
bright vision of which tradition had kept before his 
youthful mind — or the fertile valley of the Nile, 
whose glories he had so recently beheld. There, too, 
in the distance, were the five cities of the plain, of 
which Sodom and Gomorrah were the chief, with all 
the attractions of the gay and crowded town. It did 
not take Lot long to decide. A glance of the eye 
was enough for him. The tempting scene captivated 
his heart. The rich, beautiful valley was his choice, 
and with it the temptations and perils of a corrupt city. 

II. Let us look at this choice in its nature and re- 
sults, and learn the character and end of the self- 
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seeker ; remembering, meanwhile, the representative 
character of Lot, and gathering lessons of wisdom 
from the ashes of his rained hopes. 

There comes a time in the history of every youth, 
when he is called to make similar choice between di- 
verging paths in life — ^a choice involving like princi- 
ples and issnes ; deciding, it may be, the whole future 
of his history ; determining the character and the life ; 
what he will be and what he will do ; what principles 
shall guide him, what ends he will seek, and by what 
methods secure them. But such a decision, involving 
the future, demands constant compliance with whatever 
its complete accomplishment requires. It is never 
henceforth to be banished from the mind. It is an 
ever-recurring question. Onward, through the ripen- 
ing years of life, at every turn and step, the. choice 
returns; the decision is to be ratified ; the adopted 
principle to be applied ; the results accepted— ofttimes 
the barren hills with honor, or the smiling valley of 
promise with dishonor. Tou, my young friends, are 
standing with Lot on that Bethel mount of observation, 
making his choice and accepting its issues. We do well 
to note his errors and guard against his mistakes. 

1. First, then, there was in that choice, as there 
ever is in the conduct of the self-seeker, a dhrega/rd 
of delicate moral obUgainxma amd the interests of 
oihers invoked. The liberality of Abraham gave to 
Lot the opportunity of his life to act a like worthy 
12 
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part and refuse the kmdly proffer. Instead of that^ 
he took advantage of his uncle's generosity and made 
the selfish choice, unmindful of his indebtedness to 
Abraham, to whose friendship his present possessions 
were largely due. He forgot that in choosing the 
fruitful plain for himself \s!d left the sterile hills for 
his hest friend. This is the course and the curse of 
the seKnseeker. His own apparent interests blind his 
eyes to the interest of another. His own distin- 
guished seK shuts out of view every other being. 
" Thou shalt love thy neigKbor as thyself ^^ is no part 
of his creed or practice. If Lot had exhibited the 
honor of his uncle, and chosen the poorest of the 
land, it would have shed immortal luster upon his 
character, and placed him in fitting companionship 
with the princely Abraham, to be admired by all the 
generations of men. Shall we remember that similar 
opportunities meet us in the daily walks of life, and 
that men behold in our choice the selfish littleness of 
Lot or the generous greatness of Abraham ? 

2. But in this choice of Lot was also a disregard 
of his own highest interests. He seems not to have 
paused to consider the effect of his decision upon his 
own character and future well-being. The material 
good in that tempting scene blinded his eyes to every 
other good, and to the dangers of the choice. There 
does not appear to be any reference to the will of 
the Supreme Guide — no looking to the Most High 
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for guidance, as in the case of Joseph and DanieL 
Self only appears in that fatal choice ; and the small- 
est part of the true sdf—ihaii part only which tem- 
poral wealth can minister to. The holier nature ia 
forgotten along with God and the brother man. 

How many a young man, in looking out on life, 
makes the same fatal mistake ! He is choosing a school 
for preparation and discipline, a profession for his life- 
work, or a situation in which to prosecute a calling 
already determined. He stops not to consider the 
influences that will surround him, the character of 
his associates, the probable eflEect upon his own char- 
acter. The fair promise of immediate pleasure or 
gain, the golden fruits that glisten in the sunny vale 
of plenty, captivate the mind, and the most fearful 
hazards are run to pluck that tempting fruit. 

Ah, if you could know the sad history of the 
young men who have been lured to a false choice — 
seduced to the golden lands of the far West, or 
drawn into the crowded thoroughfares of our corrupt 
cities, by the glittering promise of an easy fortune— 
you would pause at every decision to ask the most 
momentous question of all : " How will it affect my 
character and destiny ? What risks am I to run to 
gain this prize?'' "But they that will be rich,'' 
saith the word of Inspiration, " fall into temptation 
and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, 
which drown men in destruction and perdition." 
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It is related in ancient history that the inhabitants 
of Oenoe, a town npon a dry island in the vicinity of 
Athens, bestowed much labor to draw into it a river 
to water it and make it more fmitf oL Bnt when the 
work was completed and the passages were all opened, 
the water came rushing in so f nrionsly that it over- 
flowed the whole island and drowned all the people. 
So, in the accomplishment of their ambitions ends, 
men do not panse to consider contingent results ; and 
when the channels of desire are fully open and the 
long-looked-f or tide of prosperity rises, lo ! its streams 
come rushing in with a fearful, fatal force, whelming 
the soul in ruin and destruction. 

3. Lot may have flattered himseU that he had made 
a capital choice ; let us see what it involved. Sepwror 
Hum from a devoted friend cmd henef actor. He might 
have remained in such proximity to Abraham as to 
have shared his companionship and counsel. 

It is a critical day for a young man when he severs 
his connection with the friends of his early years. 
When the stem voice of duty summons you away, 
and the hand of the Divine Father is grasped as you 
bid farewell to the loved ones of home, you may go forth 
in hope, though with moistened eye and saddened heart 
But even then every step is beset with snares, and you 
have need to be cautious in forming new friendships. 

Here lies one of the greatest dangers to which the 
young man is exposed, that of becoming associated with 
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evil-minded companions. Tliis peril, also, the choice c 
Lot involved him in. He not only separated himseK h 
from Abraham, but hecame tiie corrvpcmion of the wiche 
SodoTifdtea. He may not at first have proposed this t 
himseU. Perhaps he thought he would remain in tb 
fertile plain without the city, feeding his flocks an 
gathering the riches of the land, and having but littl 
intercourse with the inhabitant8*of the corrupt town. 

With so flattering a promise many a youth hushe 
the warning voice of conscience as his steps ten< 
toward perilous associations. 

But see now how one false choice — a single step h 
a wrong direction — ^leads to many entangling alliance 
with sin and sinners. To pitch your "tent towage 
Sodom " is ultimately to enter the gates of Sodom an< 
make the vile city your home. How long was it bef or< 
Lot had abandoned his simple tent-life and was a dwelle 
in the gay and vicious city, trafficking with its demoral 
ized citizens, marrying probably one of its fair but f rai 
daughters, identifled with those depraved Sodomite 
by the strongest commercial, social, and family ties 

And what a hazard was that ? Can a man take fir< 
into his bosom and not be burned ? Can he deliberately 
and for selfish ends, throw himself among base associate 
and not feel the touch of contamination ? No mor( 
than he can breathe a poisoned atmosphere withou 
having the virus taint each drop of blood in his veine 

How many a young Lot has turned his steps towar< 
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the crowded town with something of good resolve and 
moral principle, but underlying it all a deep-rooted 
selfishness 1 With a keen eye for the best chance, an 
opportunity for business is soon found. It does not 
quite suit his comciencey eoid the associations are bad; 
but there is money in it, and money he is bound to 
make. His habits are at first simple and his acquaint- 
ances few; but gradually the circle of associates 
extends ; the habits of his life are conformed to the 
society in which he mingles, and the complications in 
business increase daily. He prides himself on his 
smartness. He can drive a good bargain, and is 
climbing rapidly up the steeps of fortune. Business 
thrives. Money flows into his coffers. He is already 
numbered among the thrifty men of the city. 

But what of the character^ which is more than all 
earthly good ? What of conscience and a pure life ? 
What of God, the Friend and Guide of his early youth ? 
What, above all, of his hopes for the eternal here- 
after? Ah, my friends, it is something lost to lose 
gold ; it is much lost to lose honor ; but it is all lost 
to lose God and heaven! You may not go so far as 
this, and yet go too far for integrity and safety. Lot 
did not mingle with the Sodomites in all their vile 
abominations. They were even distasteful to him 
and caused him sorrow. But he who chooses to dwell 
in Sodom must take its society and endure its evils. 

Let us note again the bitter fruits of this unhappy 
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choice. The dly of Sodom, with the other four cities 
of the plain, was in tributary subjection to Chedor- 
laomer, king of Elam. They sought to throw off the 
yoke. A sanguinary conflict ensued in the valley of 
Siddim, in which the revolutionists were conquered 
and the cities left a prey to the conquerors. 

How fares it now with Lot and his accumulated 
riches, for which he has hazarded so much? Does it 
pay to live in Sodom and share the fate of the Sodom- 
ites ? He is not only plundered of all his possessions, 
but carried away with the rest of the captives. A flee- 
ing soldier carries the tidings to Abraham in the plain 
of Mamre. A less noble man would have left the un- 
grateful nephew to taste the bitterness of his ungen- 
erous choice. Not so with the great-souled patriarch. 
He instantly ai'ms his trained servants, three hundred 
and eighteen, and calling his friends, the Amorites, to 
his assistance, pursues the victorious army for seventy 
leagues to Hobah, near Damascus. There, in the night, 
he falls upon them, rescues Lot and all his substance, 
together with the people of Sodom and their goods. 

See now the strength of evil ties and sinful associa- 
tions. One would suppose that Lot had seen enough 
of Sodom by this time, and had learned enough of its 
wickedness to abandon the guilty city and take up his 
abode nearer to his pious uncle, especially after this 
new proof of Abraham's continued friendship. Here 
is a favorable opportunity to retrace his steps and 



Digitized by 



Google 



184 Chakaoteb-Bdilding. 

escape future peril. But Lot is a type of the self- 
seeker who sees not the opportunity to do the best 
thing, and is blinded by the glitter of worldly gain. 

How hard it is for the man who has made a mis- 
step to turn back again, though the way is open and the 
heavenly voice whispers, "Come back, where Virtue 
smiles her welcome, and Honor holds her waiting crown, 
and Religion proffers her cup of joy." The false step 
once taken, the evil choice once made, the sinful alliance 
once formed — ^ah, what chains of bondage they fasten 
round your soul and bind you to the fatal evil. Lot 
hastened back to Sodom to form new alliances with its 
wicked inhabitants, engage in new schemes of gain, and 
await the doom that was gathering over the fated city. 

Let us follow him back and learn the final issue 
of his choice. This city, which he had again chosen 
for his home, was now ripening for destruction. Its 
riches were great. The adjacent hills and plains were 
covered with flocks. The caravans of the East brought 
their costly treasures to its gates. Streams of wealth 
flowed into the proud city. Wealth fostered luxury 
and dissoluteness. Idleness, dissipation, and the most 
abominable vices characterized the inhabitants. It is 
the old and oft-repeated lesson of history — ^great 
Babylon and its iniquity, proud Athens and its cor- 
ruption, imperial Home and its rottenness. The Most 
High God was forgotten ; but his eye beheld, and the 
day of retribution was at hand. 
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Look back upon that scene as the shadows of the 
last night are gathering over the devoted city. The 
streets are crowded with the thoughtless throng. The 
boisterous shout and the blasphemous oath ring out 
on the evening air. Music lends its charm to vice. 
The tide of revelry and dissipation is rising to its 
height. As usual, in the cities of the East, many are 
gathered about the gate ; and among them you dis- 
cern Lot, the subject of our story. All is life and 
hilarity. Nothing betokens the coming destruction. 
No gathering cloud with its thunder peals ; no notes 
of warning from the perfumed air ; no sign of alarm 
in the fair heavens above, nor on the placid bosom of 
the lovely lake on the borders of the city, nor on the 
smiling face of the flowering earth beneath their feet. 

Two strangers approach the gate of the dty. They 
are God's messengers, seut upon an errand of mercy 
and of retribution. They seem to be common travel- 
ers, but aogel visitants sometimes come in disguise. 
They have come to destroy the fated city whose cup 
of iniquity is full. But the strong hand of prayer has 
arrested them on their way, and they cannot fulfill 
their solemn mission until Lot is fairly warned. 
Abraham, the faithful friend of God, has been pray- 
ing for his kinsman. That prayer has held back the 
hand of the Almighty, and the sword of vengeance is 
stayed till Lot can escape. 

O, mighty power of fervent prayer! O, blessed 
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refuge for parents and friends, who feel that it is the 
(ynly power by which they can reach imperiled loved 
ones ! O, Star of Hope for the desponding soul ! 

** God's hands or bound or open are, 
As Moses or Elijah prays.^' 

Fortunate Lot, with such a God-fearing friend to 
plead his cause 1 Fortunate youth, for whom a mother's 
prayers are rising, or a father's tears are pleading, or 
a sister's love is beseeching, or a fond wife's supplica- 
tion makes eloquent appeal to the God of Heaven ! If 
there is any deliverance for you, it shall come. If your 
ear is not deaf, and your heart is not adamant, and your 
conscience is not seared, and the triple chains of hell 
are not already about you, you may and shall be saved. 

Happily for Lot he was not wholly lost to good- 
ness, nor utterly forgetful of God, amid the general 
demoralization about him. The memories of earlier 
years still lingered in his mind ; the teachings of pious 
friends were not erased from the heart's tablet ; relig- 
ious principles and practice were not entirely aban- 
doned. There is hope for such. There is hope for you, 
if such is your condition, and you will heed the mes- 
senger's warning which God sends for your deliver- 
ance. Lot invites the strangers to his house, and is com- 
mended by the pen of Inspiration for his hospitality. 

I pause not to dwell upon the scenes of violence 
and shame which that last night of Sodom witnessed. 
The rudeness of the vile crowd that gathered around 
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the bonse of Lot, the exhibition of the basest passions 
that ever stigmatized humanity, the entreaties of Lot, 
the smiting of the rabble with blindness, and their 
persistent groping for the door while this judicial 
stroke was yet upon them — ^all this, and more that I 
may not describe, reveab a state of society rotten-ripe 
for destruction. 

An hour of quiet having now come, the angels 
make known their errand to Lot, and bid him hasten 
to gather his family together, and flee from the city 
which they have come to destroy. He issues forth 
into the dark streets of Sodom to warn his sons-in- 
law. Li vain he urges them to flee. Little do they 
heed his admonition. 

The fatal day at length dawns upon the city of 
sin. The angels urge Lot to depart before the awful 
doud of vengeance bursts upon the guilt-cursed in- 
habitants. He hesitates and fondly lingers. How 
can he part with his cherished possessions? How 
hard it is for the worldling to leave the earthly good 
to which his heart is wedded ! How almost impossible 
for even angel-hands to snatch him from the impend- 
ing fate 1 These heavenly visitants seize him and his 
wife and two daughters, by that firm grasp of love 
with which Mercy holds fast to the lingering sinner, 
crying, "Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, 
neither stay thou in all the plain: escape to the 
mountain, lest thou be consumed.'' 
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Lot lifts up his eyes to the distant mountains, and 
his heart fails him for fear that the storm of evil will 
overtake him before they are reached. He pleads 
that he may seek refuge in the little town of Bela, or 
Zoar, and his request is granted. 

And now, just as the morning sun is gilding the fair 
city pf Sodom with his golden light, the clock of eter- 
nity strikes the solemn hour of doom. The cup of 
wrath is full, and its fiery contents are poured upon the 
guilty heads of the dwellers in the plain. The sul- 
phurous heavens let fall the fearful showers of liquid 
fire, and in one hour that lovely garden vale, so like the 
Eden home, becomes a scene of desolation and death ; 
and such it has remained from that day until now, a 
monument of God's retributive justice. Lot's wife 
lingered, looking back with fond regrets on her loved 
home ; and the storm overwhelmed her, leaving her 
body a monumental warning against a world-loving 
spirit and disobedience to God's merciful entreaties. 

Lot saw the ruin which had overtaken his former 
home, and fearing for his present safety, with little 
apparent faith in God, fled to the mountains. He 
might have returned to Abraham and retrieved his 
lost honor, and perhaps his lost fortune, but like many 
another, with disappointed hopes and spirit crushed, 
he preferred to dwell apart from men. And there, 
with his two daughters, a very troglodyte, dwelling 
in a gloomy cave, among the mountains of Moab, his 
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snn goes down behind a somber cloud, and the dark 
night of oblivion shnts in npon him, amid a scene of 
drunkenness and shame. 

The lessons of his life and character are too many 
for present review. We see how sadly the ««?/-«^ei?iw^ 
ynrit mars the character of even a religums man. 
Lot was indeed a believer in God, and Peter calls him 
"just '' and " righteous." Such he was in the limited 
meaning of those terms and in comparison with the 
wicked Sodomites. But generous and large-souled 
he was not. Place his character beside that ' of 
Abraham and it is like the rudely chiseled marble be- 
side the Apollo Belvidere. It is well for us to " look on 
this picture, and then on this," and choose the nobler 
type as our model. Let none of us think to conceal, 
much less eradicate, a worldly nature and a selfnseek- 
ing spirit by the flimsy covering of a superficial re- 
ligion. Only the genuine, Christ-like spirit dominant 
in the heart, and inciting to persistent, manly strug- 
glings for the conquest of self, will secure to you the un- 
selfishness which God approves and humanity admires. 

We may learn, too, how false are the promises of 
the god of this world, and how fatal is submission 
to his imperious sway. 

Lot thought he had made a wise and profitable 
choice, when he chose the smiling valley with its 
flowers and fruits of fairest promise. How soon the 
desolating waves of the Dead Sea sweep over his 



Digitized by 



Google 



190 Charactteb-Building. 

earthly paradise! He is cursed in what his selfish- 
ness takes; Abraham is blessed in what his un- 
selfishness gives. So is it ever in the final issue. 
The selfish worldling's choice ends in disgrace and 
ruin. The higher choice brings the blessing of God 
and the rewards of right-doing. Seek the world and 
lose it Surrender it and gain it back, with God 
and heaven besides. Abraham, left on the barren 
hills, with honor and faith, now counts his posterity 
and numbers his possessions by the shining worlds in 
God's great universe, as viewed from the Eternal 
City of light, whose golden streets he treads. 

The angels hastened the lingering Lot. Young 
friend, hovering around your path is God's good angel 
of Mercy, with whispers of entreaty and infiuences of 
love. Feel you not the pressure of that spirit hand 
grasping yours in loving solicitude ? Hear you not that 
gentle, earnest voice whispering now in your ear, " Es- 
cape, haste, flee for thy life ? " O, heed that heavenly 
voice ! Look not behind on the temptiDg pleasures 
of sin. Tarry not in all the plain of worldly promise. 
The storm of death and doom sweeps on apace. 

The mountains of safety invite you to their secure 
and serene heights. And loftier heights beyond 
glow in the light of promise. On, on, with un- 
faltering step and unwavering faith, till the " Well 
done "of the Master and the welcome of the re- 
deemed greet you, safe in the Celestial Eden. 
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THE TRUE-HEARTED. 
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" Favor is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman that feareth the 
Lord, she shall be praised." — Peovbrbs. 



"I have often fancied that the main scheme of the world is to create 
tenderness in man." — ^Arthur Helps. 



** Fray heaven for a human heart." — ^Tenntsoh. 



'*I am constant as the Northern Star, 

Of whose true-fixed and resting quality 

There is no fellow m the firmament" — Shakkspbark. 



"As the eagle flies high above the highest mountains, so does true 
love above struggling duty."— Riohteb. 
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" And Ruth said, Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from 
following after thee: for whither thou gc^t, J will go; and where 
thou lodgest, I will lodge : thy people shall be my people, and thy 
God my Qod : where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried : 
the Lord do so to me, and more also, if aught but death part thee and 
me."— Ruth i, 16, 11 



WHEN Benjamin Franklin was United States 
Minister at the court of France, on one occasion 
he was passing an evening with a company of literary 
ladies and gentlemen, and the 3onversation turning 
on Oriental life, he read to them the story of Euth. 
Charmed with its beautiful simplicity, with enthusi- 
astic expressions of delight, they eagerly desired to 
know in what volume the exquisite pastoral was 
found. It was not a little to the surprise and chagrin 
of these French lords and ladies to learn that it was a 
portion of the sacred Scriptures that had elicited their 
admiration. 

As a purely literary production this simple idyl is a 
gem. How chastely beautiful, how natural and win- 
some, is the diaracter of Buth t There is a f asdna- 
tion in her honest simplicity and depth of affection 
13 
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which you cannot resist. The entire history has for 
us the interest of romance and the instructiyeness of 
inspired truth. 

The whole scene lies amid the conmionest walks of 
humble life, and its lessons are for us who tread these 
crowded paths. There is nothing in the sphere which 
this young heroine of Scripture fills to exalt her above 
the ordinary woman .of our Christian congregations. 
Whatever there is worthy in her character is within 
reach of the humblest among the daughters of hu- 
manity. 

Let us hastily glance at the simple record of her 
life. Our first glimpse of this Moabitish damsel is 
in the full blush of young womanhood. There she 
stands, at the marriage altar, a youthful bride, hold- 
ing lovingly the strong hand of the young Hebrew, 
Mahlon, and pledging to him the devotion of a true 
woman's heart, until death shall separate them. A 
happy pair are those newly wedded ones, standing 
there in the light of hope, shining down the vista of 
the golden years of promise. 

Mahlon was the son of Elimelech the Israelite, who, 
driven by famine, had left the hills of his native 
Bethlehem, and with his wife, Naomi, and two sons 
had sought a new home in the land of Moab. There 
Elimelech, instead of finding a fortune, found an 
early grave, leaving Naomi in sad widowhood in a 
strange land. 
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The two sons became enamored of two of MoaVs 
fair daughters, and married — Chilion took Orpah for 
a wife, and Mahlon the lovely Ruth. 

Of Ruth's parentage we know nothing. The Tal- 
mud says she was the daughter of Eglon, king of 
Moab. Whether this be true or not, she possessed 
the qualities of a genuine princess. And yet she 
was an idolater, worshiping, in all honesty, at the 
shrine of the god Chemosh, and dancing around the 
altars of heathen deities. How ill-adapted to de- 
velop those high traits of character which she ex- 
hibited were her early training and religion, when 
compared with the pure religion of Jesus and the 
surroundings of your Christian home? 

In God's providence, this fair flower of a heathen 
land was taken to bloom under the genial sun of a 
truer and more cheering faith. But not amid the 
scenes of domestic bliss and sunny hours of com- 
munion with the fondly loved alone is Iier character 
or yours to find its most perfect development. Ten 
happy years of life, cheered and charmed by the 
companionship of her husband, pass too quickly 
away; and then comes what, alas! so often comes 
to homes of love and happiness, the dark specter of 
death, Mahlon, the husband of her love, dies ; and 
Chilion, the brother, dies. So false are life's fairest 
promises, so baseless, its fondest earth-bom hopes! 
Now, there sit in that one family circle three desolate 
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widows. Over their hearts sweep the terrible blasts 
of a seemingly cruel fate ; down their faces fall the 
tears of grieving love. What wonder that Naomi, 
bereft of husband and sons, should think of her own 
loved Bethlehem, and sigh to return to its familiar 
scenes and the friends of other days? ' 

Thitherward she commences her journey, accom- 
panied by her two daughters-in-law, who propose to 
cleave to her. But when Naomi reflects more seriously 
on the hopeless prospect before the two young women, 
if they link their fortunes to hers, with a loving re- 
gard for their weKare she advises them to return, 
each to her own mother's house, where plenty and 
comfort await them, rather than to share her poverty. 
Orpah, after a passionate declaration of her devotion 
and a farewell kiss, goes back to her people and to 
her gods. Kuth, with a finer nature and a truer 
love, avows her unchangeable purpose to share Na- 
omi's fortunes even until death. 

Naomi and Euth pursue their weary journey across 
the rapid river Amon, along the shore of the Dead 
Sea, over the ford of the Jordan, plucking, per- 
chance, the oleander and the myrtle from its banks, 
by the ruins of Jericho, over rugged hills and 
thi'ough deep ravines, until at length the dwellings 
of Bethlehem appear to their eager view. 

The return of Naomi is quickly noised about 
among her former neighbors, who greet her with a 
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kindly welcome. She is soon settled in a humble 
abode — an abode of poverty and sorrow, it is true, 
but lightened by the sweets of love and the joys of 
faith in God. 

It is harvest time, and Buth sees the Hebrew 
maidens going to the harvest fields to glean, as was 
the law and the custom for the poor of Israel. With 
an eagerness to render any possible assistance to her 
mother-in-law, she proposes to take her chances 
among the gleaners. IN'aomi assents. Passing out 
of the city gate with trembling hope, not knowing 
whither to direct her feet, she enters a field where 
the harvesters are gathering the ripened grain, and 
all day long, with diligent hand, gathers what the 
reapers leave. The owner of this field is the lordly 
Boaz, a man of an exalted character too seldom met 
with ; he is rich in lands, and richer in the qualities 
of a noble nature; courteous and pious, he walks 
among his laborers, greeting them respectfully with 
the pious salutation, " The Lord be with you ; " to 
which they respond with equal piety and respect, 
" The Lord bless thee." A charming picture is this 
of rural life, an example of intercourse between em- 
ployers and employes, and between all classes, well 
worthy of imitation. 

The eye of Boaz falls upon the diligent, modest 
gleaner, and he inquires of his servant who she is. 
When he learns that she is Euth, the daughter-in-law 
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of Naomi, he speaks kind words to her, bids her go 
to no other fields but his own, and to quench her 
thirst from the leathern bottles of his men. The 
gentle Kuth gratefully acknowledges his kindness, 
and modestly responds, "Why have I found grace 
in thine eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge of 
me, seeing I am a stranger ? '* Boaz answers that her 
self-sacrifice in forsaking her own kindred, and her 
affectionate devotion to her mother-in-law, Naomi, 
are all known to him, and adds : " The Lord recom- 
pense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the 
Lord God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come 
to trust." This word of appreciation and merited 
approbation is to Kuth like cold water to one perish- 
ing with thirst. To be honestly commended for well- 
doing is a joy so delicious and so cheap that one 
cannot but wonder why this sweet cup of blessing is 
so seldom pressed to the lips that are thirsting for the 
refreshing cordial. How many a heart is fainting for 
this sweet word of deserved praise? 

Boaz adds considerate acts to kind words, giving 
Euth refreshments, and bidding his reapers treat 
her kindly and drop whole " handf uls " of the grain 
purposely for the worthy gleaner. 

With light heart and elastic step, though laden with 
an ephah, or more than a bushel, of grain, she returns 
at night and reports to Naomi her success and the 
kind treatment she had received from Boaz. 
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This was a cause of special gratification to Naomi, 
because, as she informed Euth, Boaz was a near kins- 
man of her husband. This marked kindness on the 
part of Boaz awakened hopes in the bosom of Naomi 
that he would fulfill the duty of the nearest of kin, 
and marry her beloved Euth. It was not strange, 
therefore, that she should seek to bring about so de- 
sirable a consummation. If the means she employed 
appear questionable to us, we should remember how 
far removed the whole scene is from the civilization 
of our day, and how inexplicable and oftentimes re- 
pellent the customs of one age and nation seem to 
those of a later age and on the opposite side of the 
globe. 

Among the Hebrew people marriage was regarded 
with universal desire. The perpetuating of the family 
name and inheritance was with them a paramount 
object Hence it was enacted by statute that when a 
man died, leaving a wife without children, his brother 
or nearest relative should marry the widow. To re- 
fuse to do this was an act of reproach, and the person 
thus refusing was publicly disgraced. The duty then 
devolved upon the next of kin. 

Eemembering this custom, we can readily see how 
natural was the anxiety of Naomi that the revered 
name of her family should be perpetuated by one so 
distinguished in Israel as her devout kiosman, Boaz, 
and that her own loved Ruth should be wedded to so 



Digitized by 



Google 



200 OHASACTEB-BmLDINa. 

worthy a man. One cannot wonder at the anxiety of 
the mothers of our own time concerning their dangh- 
ters* future husbands, when he sees the character of 
so many who ajssume the marriage relation, and the 
sad consequences tiiat follow. 

Besides, the well-known virtue and piety of Botz 
were sufficient ground for the perfect confidence 
which Naomi placed in him. 

The part which Buth herself takes in the transac- 
tion is characterized by the utmost delicacy and 
modesty. Boaz himself bears willing testimony to 
her purity and true womanly bearing. And as a re- 
sult he takes her to his heart and home, and makes 
her his honored wife. 

It is a joyous occasion to all ; but no one is more 
happy than the aged Naomi. Boaz purchases all the 
former possessions of her husband, Elimelech, and of 
her two ^oved sons, and honors the name of the re- 
vered dead. All the people and the elders pronounce 
their benediction on the wedded pair. And to Naomi 
they speak words of comfort and congratulation. 

Leaving Euth in her new home, where plenty 
crowns the board and love fills the house with its 
grateful aroma, let us go back in the history and 
glance at some of the qualities of her character most 
estimable and worthy of imitation. 

That strong and brave decision on the hills of her 
native Moab, where she resolves to cling to her aged 
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and sorrow-stricken mother- in-law, reveals a character 
of no ordinary quality. There is in her what, for 
want of a better phrase, I must call Depth of Nature. 
Her character is rooted in a deep, rich soil of true 
humanity. Many natures ai'e truthfully characterized 
by our Saviour as lacking depth. They are like the 
thin layer of earth covering the hai^d rock which lies 
just under the deceptive surface. Shallow and super- 
ficial, nothing ever penetrates them deeply, and in 
them no worthy fruit is ever brought to perfection. 

I will not say that such shallowness of nature is more 
common to woman than to man ; this would not be 
true. But it is true, and complimentary to her sex, 
that this defect is more noticeable and more seriously 
felt when found in woman than in man. A woman 
whose whole being is on the surface, who has no hid- 
den deeps of feeling and thought and aspiration and 
love — a tree decked with showy blossoms, but never 
hung with golden fruit— is felt to be false to her true 
nature and Heaven-appointed mission. Euth reveals 
to us a character nourished and strengthened from the 
unseen depths of an affluent nature which we love to 
associate with woman. The shallow woman exhibits 
no such heroism as that of Euth. 

Here, too, we discover in her that most essential 
characteristic of a true woman — Hewrt. She thinks 
and speaks and acts like one whose inspiring life-force 
is a heart aglow with the fires of feeling, throbbing 
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with the pulsations of love and beneficence ; and her 
whole outward life is but the spontaneous outflow of 
this full, fresh fountain within. 

A nature thus endowed and animated is rich in its 
own resources, and bestows its abundant benefactions 
upon all who come within its charmed sphere. The 
heart is the true regulator and benefactor of life. It 
is pitiful to see — ^as we too often must see — ^ihis great- 
est power of the true woman usurped, and Art sitting 
on the throne where Heart alone should reign. And 
yet how many there are whose entire life is under the 
dominion of this usurper! Nothing is done from 
honest impulse ; nothing is ingenuous, frank, hearty. 
A manifest self-consciousness marks their entire bear- 
ing, and painfully reveals the fact that they are on 
exhibition. Art regulates the dress, the carriage, the 
churchly, the social, and even the domestic life. Art 
makes the tmfriendly and 'imsocial call ; you feel its 
frigid touch in the half-shake of the hand; you see 
its icy gleam in the simulated smile on the face ; you 
hear its falsetto tones in the flippant talk ; its chiUing 
breath freezes you, and you sigh for a warmer atmos- 
phere. It is the cold twinkling of a distant star, and 
not the warm, cheering beams of the glowing sun. 

Sometimes it is not Art, but Intellect, that is the 
usurper of Heart. More sensible is its reign, but 
scarcely less frigid and fruitless of blessing. The 
only inspiration of the life with such is intellectual ; 
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the nature is fed— or rather starved— on cold, intel- 
lectual pabulum, valuable, indeed, in its place, but 
worse than valueless when substituted for the higher 
food for which the heart hungers. 

Sometimes neither Art nor Intellect predominates, 
but the throne which the heart should occupy is held 
by the ungracious goddess of Stoicism — a stolid form, 
which no prayer can move to sympathy, and from 
which no loving word ever proceeds. 

How desolate is the nature over which either of 
these three fake powers presides ! How impoverished 
is every life encompassed by the chilling atmosphere 
of such a nature ! On the other hand, how enriched 
are all they who breathe the genial air which surrounds 
one with a nature like that of Kuth, in which the Heart 
sits queen on her rightful throne, and dispenses her re- 
gal gifts to all. 

Hence the importance of true heart-culture in edu- 
cation. The neglect of this essential part of genuine 
culture, and the giving of exclusive attention to the iu- 
tellect, is one of the most perilous tendencies of this 
age. Such a process may produce a Lucretia Borgia 
in one sphere, and a George Eliot in another ; but a 
Madame Guyon, a Mary Lyon, and an Elizabeth Fry 
will seldom or never come forth to bless mankind 
under its false reign. It is Madame De Stael who 
wisely says that "life is valuable only so far as it 
serves for the religious education of the heart." 
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Let us note another feature in the character of 
Kuth. Devoted affection like that of this yonng 
Moabitess to her aged mother-in-law deserves onr 
highest tribute. Naomi was poor, and could promise 
her nothing for the future. Her words to the two 
young women imply that if they would remain among 
the familiar scenes of their own loved mountains, a 
home of ample comfort and a future of bright prom- 
ise awaited them. But with Kuth, the love of her 
deep, true heart responded to every persuasive argu- 
ment of Naomi, "Entreat me not to leave thee." 
There is an utter unselfishness in this devotion that is 
beautiful to contemplate. 

There is a love which is more passionate than self- 
forgetful. It bums with a self-consuming fire because 
it is not free from the base alloy of self. It gives 
somethiug, but it exacts much, and seldom makes its 
subject or its object happy, but often wretched. 

There is a higher and purer love, heaven-bom and 
heaven-fed, which gives, but asks nothing for its own 
sake, content to be its own reward. A selfish, exact- 
ing, suspicious passion, misnamed love, is the curse of 
its possessor ; a love pure and unselfish is the perpet- 
ual joy of the heart in which it glows, and of all who 
feel its divine warmth. 

Contrast these two daughters-in-law of Naomi 
Similarly situated, how widely different their con- 
duct. Orpah breaks forth in passionate expressions 
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of attachment ; but her nature is not so deep, her love 
not so true, as that of Ruth. Like many another, 
she is easily persuaded, sometimes toward the good 
and true, but of tener in the direction of self-gratifica- 
tion. The persuasion of Naomi appealing to self- 
interest conquers Orpah's devotion. Ruth stands un- 
moved, with a firmness of decision that marks her 
strength of character and depth of affection. 

Orpah can speak loving words ; Ruth can do heroic 
deeds. Orpah can cry and grieve, and give the cheap 
kiss of farewell ; Ruth can endure and sacrifice and 
abide, with cheering words and sunny smilie and un- 
selfish acts, to lighten the burdens of a smitten heart 
Her own true heart gave her to see — what perhaps 
Orpah did not understand — ^the true meaning of 
Naomi's words; that while she loved them so un- 
selfishly as to desire them to consult their own inter- 
ests, she, nevertheless, did inwardly long for their 
companionship. 

A selfish person cannot interpret unselfish love. 
Two hearts must be in happy accord to read the 
meaning of each aright. There is a large part of so- 
ciety that never does and never can understand genuine 
unselfish natures. Those who live under the same 
sky do not by necessity live in the same world. 
Blessed are they who can discern and feel true good- 
ness. Blessed are those homes where true-hearted 
Ruths preside and Love reigns, goddess of the happy 
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home circle. Blessed are those women, found in 
every sphere of life, who, like angels of light, accom- 
pany the stricken sons of men, to illmnine the dark- 
ness of their ways, to sweeten the sorrows of life's 
cup of bitterness, to share the burdens too heavy to be 
borne alone, and to sing the cheering song of hope in 
the night of desponding gloom. 

Yes, it is heart-power, and not any other force, that 
is most impressive and most enduring, even in this un- 
appreciative world. I recall a pleasant visit, made one 
summer's day, to the favorite residence of Josephine, 
in the quiet palace of Malmaison, a few miles from 
Paris. Her gentle, patient love, exhibited through 
melancholy years of suffering and injustice, seemed to 
hallow the place. I wandered through her apart- 
ments, saw the embroidery wrought by her hands, 
swept my fingers over the harp with which she solaced 
her sad hours, lingered in the circular chamber in 
which the unhappy empress bade farewell to earth. 

From that pleasant spot, around which such a 
strange charm seemed to hang, I walked thoughtfully 
and slowly along a shaded path to the little unpre- 
tending church in the adjoining village of Eueil, 
where in undisturbed repose rest the remains of Jo- 
sephine. On the monument of this true woman were 
wreaths of immortelle, placed there — ^as we were as- 
sured by the attendant — by the hands of Napoleon's 
veteran soldiers. Call it weakness, or sentiment, if 
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yon will, that moistened the eyes in the presence of 
that qniet scene, as the vision of those homy-handed 
heroes of many a battle, honoring the memory of the 
gentle and loving empress, passed before ma 

Courage pays its devotion at the shrine of suffering 
love ; physical force surrenders to the higher power 
of the heart The lofty column Vend6me erected as 
a monument of Kapoleon's splendid victories, and 
composed of cannon captured by him in battles, is 
laid prostrate by the devastating hand of the Com- 
mune ; but the tomb of Josephine wears undisturbed 
its wreaths of honor and affection. 

Standing amid these impressive historic illustra- 
tions, meditatiQg on the strong contrast between the 
regard of mankind for Napoleon the Great and for 
Josephine the Good, how forcibly came to my mind 
the words of Bonaparte himself concerning the two 
kingdoms of force and of love : " Alexander, Csesar, 
Charlemagne, and myself founded empires ; but upon 
what foundations did we rest the creations of our 
genius? Upon force. Jesus Christ alone founded 
his empire upon love, and at this hour millions of 
men would die for him. I die before my time, 
and my body will be given back to the earth to be- 
come the food of worms. Such is the fate of him 
who has been called the great Napoleon. What an 
abyss between my deep misery and the eternal 
kingdom of Christ, which is proclaimed, loved, and 
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adored, and which is extending over the whole earth ! ** 
We must rear monuments in human hearts, by true 
love and devotion to humanity, if we would live 
through succeeding ages. 

The cheerful diligence with which Euth applies 
herself to ministries in behalf of Naomi is a charac- 
teristic of true womanly nobUity. Delicately trained, 
perhaps, and unaccustomed to severe physical labor, 
she yet shrinks from no service, however menial. 
She waits not to be urged. It is she herself who 
first proposes to go into the fields and engage in the 
humble task of gleaning, though the place and the 
employment are alike strange to her. She is not 
ashamed of honest work in the humblest sphere and 
of the most unpretending character. 

There are many who wiU work if only the sphere 
be sufficiently exalted, the labor distinguished, and 
the reward abundant and immediate. They wiU reap 
the full harvest, but care not to glean the scattered 
ears. They forget that Christ hallowed and ennobled 
the most menial labor, and that it is the chief glory 
of any act that it is service to God or to men. 

The position which woman occupies to-day under 
the elevating influence of Christianity and the grow- 
ing spirit of equality is a matter of rejoicing among 
the best and most thoughtful minds in all classes. 
The new fields of labor that are opening to her, the 
widening spheres of influence which she is entering 
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and filling with highest credit to nerself and with 
greatest benefit to mankind, cannot but awaken grati- 
tude and kindle hope in the hearts of all true philan- 
thropists. But in the abundant harvest-fields that are 
inviting woman's beneficent labor, in our age, she will 
have need to be patient if her work often stiU seems 
to be more that of gleaning than of reaping. She 
must not forget the real greatness and the true glory 
which belong to the one z& weU as to the other. 

The world is probably more in need of gleaners 
than of reapers. Blessed are the humble Ruths who 
will glean in any field of duty; who, if they cannot 
preach a sermon, or write a book, or deliver an elo- 
quent address, or preside over an efficient organi- 
zation, will cheerfully read the newspaper to a blind 
grandfather, take a fiower to a sick girl, or a loaf 
of bread to a poor and suflFering family, or devote 
their hours to the training of their own children and 
the blessing of their own domestic circles. 

** If you cannot in the liarvest 

G^amer up the richest sheaves, 
Many a grain, both ripe and golden, 

Will the careless reapers leave; 
Go and glean among the briars. 

Growing rank against the wall, 
For it may be that their shadow 

Hides the heaviest wheat of alL 
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" If you cannot in the conflict 
Prove yourself a soldier true, 
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If, where fire and smoke are thickest^ 

There's no work for you to do; 
When the battle-field is silent, 

Tou can go with cheerful tread, 
Tou can bear away the wounded, 

Tou can cover up the dead. 

" If you have not gold and silver 

Ever ready to command, 
If you cannot toward the needy 

Reach an ever-open hand; 
You can visit the afflicted. 

O'er the erring you can weep ; 
Tou can be a true disciple, 

Sitting at the Saviour's feet 

" Do not, then, stand idly waiting 

For some greater work to do; 
Fortime is a lazy goddess; 

She will never come to you. 
Go and toil in any vineyard, 

Do not fear to do or dare; 
If you want a field of labor, 

Tou can find it anywhere." 

The crowning grace of Buth's character, as it is 
that of every other human being, is h&r piety. Love 
to man is crowned and glorified by love to Gk)d. It 
is not alone her undying attachment to Naomi that is 
expressed in those inimitable words of decision: 
"Whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou 
lodgest, I will lodge : thy people shall be my people, 
and thy God my God." Educated to the worship of 
a heathen deity she had seen the superiority of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ruth the True-Hearted. 211 

Hebrew's God to the god of Moab, and the purer 
character of the Hebrew's faith. The pure example 
of the living, the serene trust of the dying, had left 
their indelible impress on her mind, and she, too, 
would be a worshiper of the true God — Jehovah. 
Back to pagan idolatry she will not go. Poverty 
and ton in a strange land, with the sublime joys of a 
heart whose rest is in Gx)d, are better than riches and 
ease with a restless heart unblessed by fellowship with 
the Most High. 

Sadly defective is that character which has strong 
love for earthly friends, but none for the better and 
heavenly Friend. The love that is but earthly is 
Jacob's ladder prostrate on the ground; the love 
whose som*oe and supreme object is above is that 
ladder with one end on the earth and the other in 
heaven, and the angels of God descending and ascend- 
ing in blessed ministries. Heaven and earth must be 
thus linked together to render our life restful and 
lustrous. 

And now, friends, let the study of this simple but 
true and lovable character incite you to emulate the 
virtues of Kuth the True-Hearted. 

Let that strong purpose to cleave to Naomi and 
her people be a type of your firm resolve to link your 
fortunes with Christ and his Church. 

Bemember how from that one seed-act of decision 
sprung a golden harvest of blessing, covering all the 
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after-years of her life on earth and in the other 
country. God gave her the rich rewards of his provi- 
dence and grace — ^a happy home, an honored name, a 
useful life. She became the ancestress of David and 
of Christ, the king of men. So do the destinies of 
time and of eternity hang on the decision which you 
are called to make. 

Make your choice, saying to the Church of the 
living Jehovah, " Thy people shall be my people, and 
thy God my God;" cleave to this holy purpose 
through all the varying fortunes of life, and your feet 
shall be guided through harvest fields waving with 
the ripened grain of Providence, until at last they 
shall tread the illumined hills of the heavenly 
Canaan. 
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JOHN THE BAPTIST 

THE COURAGEOUS MAN. 
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<( We measniie great men bj their diaracter, not by their success." 

— NBPoa 



"He that feeds men seireth few; 

He senres all who dares be true."— Bmhesom. 



"There are martyrs that miss the palm, but not the stake; heroes 
withomt the laurel, and conquerors without the triumph.*' — Sala. 



"The best Christian religious doctrine is the life of Christ; and 
after that^ the sufferings and deaths of his followers."— Riohteb. 
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"Verily I say unto you, Among lHem that are born of women 
there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist"— Matthew 
XI, 11. 

Tll^N estimate greatness by a standard varying and 
-LU. false. It is something to know, from authority 
that is ultimate, what true greatness is. Here we 
have it concreted in the character of John the Bap- 
tist. Christ himself bears infallible testimony that as 
a man he stands among men without a superior. I 
take this to be spoken in respect to the essential 
qualities of his character. It is worth our while, 
then, to look with studious gaze upon this portrait 
which calls forth such high commendation from the 
Divine Man. And if, as we look at this type of 
manliness and true greatness, we shall feel its trans- 
forming influence upon our characters, lifting them to 
the same exalted sphere, happy shall we be. 

I. The outwa/rd history of John the Baptist's life 
may be quickly traversed. There were some strange 
scenes connected with his birth, which invested the 
child with unusual interest and awakened high ex- 
pectations in the minds of his parents. His father, 
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Zacharias, was a minister, attending to the holy duties 
of the temple, and his mother, Elizabeth, was a worn* 
an of rare religious devotion. The bo/s first breath 
was, therefore, in an atmosphere redolent of piety. 
The world loves to repeat its lying adage concerning 
the godless character of the children of ministers and 
pious people generally, but it is a stupendous false- 
hood, with here and there a sad exception. The gen- 
eral fact is, the more godly the parents the better the 
children will be. 

John was the second cousin of Jesus, older by six 
months, and from his birth was regarded as sustaining 
a mysterious and faintly-understood relation to the 
Messiah — ^^ Prophet of the Highest,'' forerunner of 
the long-promised One. 

He was educated under the strictest regime. A 
Nazarite, consecrated to a life of peculiar self-denial, 
his character was formed in a mold of the most rigid 
severity of discipline. His food was of the simplest 
character, his dress of the plainest make. No drop of 
wine or strong drink ever passed his lips. And, like 
Daniel in Babylon, he flourished marvelously under 
this regimen. " The child grew, and waxed strong in 
spirit." 

Whether or not his father died, leaving him an orphan 
in his youth, we do not know. We only know that, 
following his natural temperament, and as a prepara- 
tion for the sacred duties of the priesthood, which he 
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designed to enter, he secluded himself from society 
for a season, and retired to that wild desert region on 
the western border of the Dead Sea. How long he 
remained there before he conmienced his active min- 
istry the sacred history does not inform us. He was 
preparing for his holy mission, and soon this myster- 
ious light of the desert flashed its radiance over all 
Palestine. 

We next see him as the mighty preacher and 
prophet of the wilderness. A strange figure was that 
of this mystical man, living apart from his fellows in 
that desolate region, clad in the costume of the old 
prophets — a garment woven of camel's hair, bound 
about the body by a leathern girdle ; eating the spon- 
taneous products of the desert, locusts and wild honey. 

Yet the multitudes rush out from the cities and vil- 
lages to hear the voice of this strong-spoken man, who 
thunders in their ears the solemn words, " Eepent ye : 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." They hear 
and apparently heed his message, and on the banks 
of the Jordan he administers the rite of baptism to 
gathering crowds as a sign of their repentance. 

One day, while John is administering this sacred 
rite to the thronging multitudes, Jesus comes to him 
to receive the solemn ordinance from his hands. He 
shrinks from such a demand coming from this 
" mightier '' One, whose sandals he feels that he is not 
worthy to unstrap ; but reluctantly he yields. 
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The holy Son of the Highest is thus inducted into 
his ministerial work. John bears willing testimony 
to his superior character. Henceforth the one is to 
" increase," the other, to " decrease." 

Not long after this, John's active ministry is 
brought to a sudden termination. He had been fear- 
less in his denunciation of sin among aU classes. A 
licentious king now crosses his path, and receives 
a just rebuke for his evil-doing from this bold 
preacher. Herod Antipas, tetrarch of Galilee and 
Perea, had recently married Herodias, the self- 
divorced wife of his brother, Philip, while yet his 
own wife was living. For this open violation of the 
divine law of marriage John reproves this wicked 
king, face to face. This prophet of God is evidently 
no advocate of the modem free-love theories and lax 
sentiments concerning the sacred character of the 
marriage relation. Did he live to-day he would 
thunder his scathing anathemas in the ears of the 
violators of this most holy bond. But he pays the 
price of his fidelity, and is cast into a prisoner's cell 
in the castle of Machserus, a fortress on the north- 
eastern shore of the Dead Sea. 

n. Let us leave him there in that gloomy dun- 
geon for a time, while we ponder a little more atten- 
tively the qualities of that great-souled man, which 
elicited such merited commendation from the Perfect 
One. 
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The first element in this character which deserves 
OUT attention is its robust strength. It is no " reed/' 
like those delicate, pithy calamus stalks on the banks 
of the Jordan, shivering and swajdng in the passing 
breeze ; it is rather the strong and stately cedar of 
Lebanon, with roots firmly planted in the heart of the 
mountain. His is no effeminate sonl, such as dwells 
beneath the " soft raiment " of many a richly clad 
and fair-seeming man, whom the world fiatters and 
honors. Beneath that uncouth exterior is hidden a 
stalwart soul — 2l noble, manly character. This is the 
meaning of Christ's testimony to John's disciples. 

He was a m(m, in the grandest sense of that strong 
Saxon word, and no showy pretense or mere sham, 
such as men sometimes put the prefix gentle to, and 
hail 2i& ^^gentlemcmP There was a stalwartness and 
stability in that firmly knit character, typified by 
the rock-ribbed mountains, in whose cooling shadows 
he stood and uttered his strong, bold words in the 
ears of wondering men. No outward circumstances 
could conquer that robust soul. No vacillating mul- 
titude could turn the strong current of his purpose ; 
no promise of ease or gain could tempt him to be 
false to his deepest convictions of right ; no fear of 
prison or death could hush to silence the word that 
needed to be uttered. 

This is an element of true greatness. Bach cm, in- 
dhidmality wnd soUdAMf of dw/racter as ca/rmot he 
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ahaorbed or swayed ly ihepopvla/r mass. He is the 
great man who is borne along by no outward current, 
but impelled by the might of his inner convictions; 
who is molded not by the spirit of the times, but 
stamps his own spirit upon the times ; who is not 
the creature, but the creator, of public sentiment. 

There is no element of character in which the 
men of our time are more liable to be defective — 
none which our young men have greater need to 
cultivate. Our modem civilization tends to effemi- 
nateness. Laxity of parental training and govern- 
ment, enervating social habits, luxury and license, 
disrespect for God's Sabbaths and sanctuaries, skep- 
tical questionings of the old and long-accepted truths 
of Christianity — these and other causes are operating 
among our youth to produce a character as unlike 
that of John's as the bending willow quivering in 
the zephyr is unlike the giant tree of the Yosemite 
Valley. 

Culture of a certain sort we have, and what so- 
ciety is pleased to call elegant manners, but down- 
right sturdiness and strength of character, like that 
of the Baptist and Daniel and Elijah and Paul, is too 
rare in the social circles of the nineteenth century. 

Closely allied to this feature of John's character, 
and co-ordinate with it, was the highest order of 
courage. If there be any one quality of manhood 
which, above all others, puts the crown of honor 
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on a man's head, and the scepter of kingliness in his 
hand, and stamps him with the royal seal of great- 
ness, I hold that quality to be true moral courage. 

And I do not speak of courage as an abstraction — 
that beautiful, visionary, heavenly thing which all 
men praise, but few harbor, in the soul's sanctuary. I 
speak of courage that has a living form and sub- 
stance; that is wrought into the words and deeds of 
daily life; that dares to combat wrong though that 
wrong be concreted in the conduct of a friend ; that 
dares to rebuke sin though the sinner be held in 
high esteem ; that is bold to speak its unconquerable 
convictions though every friend counsel silence; that, 
drawing its inspiration from on high, stands in soli- 
tary might, firm as the mountains of God, amid the 
fierce blasts of opposition, and in the very face of 
ostracism or of death. 

Such heroic courage John the Baptist possessed. 
He exhibited it in the faithful discharge of his full 
duty to all men coming within the sphere of his 
influence. 

As 2kpreacheft^ he is a model of fidelity for all who 
fill the ministerial office. To every class and indi- 
vidual he speaks the appropriate word. He is no 
generalizer, mouthing thundering words about %in^ 
but silent concerning mis. He hurls no thunder- 
bolts at sinners in the mass, while very careful not to 
hit the individual sinner. To the extortionate tax- 
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gatterer he says, " Exact no more than that which is 
appointed you." To the kwless soldiery he says, 
" Do violence to no man, neither accuse any falsely ; 
and be content with your wages." To Pharisee and 
Sadducee he gives warning and counsel ; to all he 
cries, " Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repent- 
ance." Such is the preaching urgently needed to-day 
to stir the slumbering consciences of men. 

It is an easy thing to preach temperance to a con- 
gregation of teetotalers ; to soar aloft on the wings 
of that much-abused bird of liberty before a Fourth- 
of July audience of rabid republicans ; to descant on 
the power of the Holy Ghost in the midst of a con- 
gregation of old-time shouting Christians; to dis- 
course concerning the dignity of wealth to a com- 
pany of millionaires ; to rain fire and brimstone on 
heretics in the presence of believers ; but to do as 
John did, avm stra/igM at the men who sit before 
you — ^preach temperance to tipplers ; the paying of 
honest debts to men whose religion consists in shout- 
ing haUeluias ; the peril of wealth and the curse of 
covetousness to men of fortune ; charity to bigots ; 
faith to foolish skeptics ; making the application of 
every sermon, as Nathan did to David, crying, " Thou 
art the man" — ^this is the test of true courage. 
Such, and such only, are God's true preachers. And 
such only, in unpriestly ranks, as have this spirity 
bear the marks of true manhood. 
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But John had even higher courage than this. He 
could deal thus faithfully with a friend in the more 
private walks of social life. John, the fearless 
preacher, on the banks of the Jordan, is not so great 
as John the rebuker of Herod, probably within the 
halls of his own palace. 

Eecall the circumstances. Herod is brought into 
contact with this popular preacher ; he is impressed for 
the time, as wicked men often are, with the truth he 
utters and the bearing of the man. John acquires a 
strong influence over Herod ; he is feared, respected, 
listened to with pleasure. But he sees this ruler's 
guilty life. Shall he be silent ? This is the counsel 
of expediency. This is the advice of friends, who 
also call themselves friends of virtue and religion. 
" Hold fast to his favor ; keep the influence of his 
great name. Besides, to speak will be in vain. You 
can hope to effect no reformation. You only let go 
your hold upon him and imperil your own life.'' 
These are the seductive voices and subUe influences 
that would charm those lips tot silence. These are 
the insidious forces that conquer pusillanimous souls, 
in like circumstances, the world over, through all time. 

But what is their effect upon this strong-textured 
man? The sighing breeze could hush the mighty 
ocean's roar as soon. He stands before this titled 
ruler with this calm, bold, faithful utterance, " It ia 
not lawful for thee to have another man's wife." 
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That was the one triumphant moment of John's 
life. It cuhninated there in a grandeur whose glory 
streams down the ages and floods the whole earth. 
Had he yielded to the clamor of pusillanimity for 
petty favor and momentary influence, his name and 
memory had sunk to unknown depths beneath the 
floods of following years. One such heroic act gives 
a man influence more potent, honor more imperish- 
able, than a thousand years of temporizing cowardice. 
What though in outward form it cost him his Kberty 
and his life ? It ga/oe him true freedom and immar- 
toLiiy. 

Ah, friends, if in the study of this manly character 
we may but learn to imitate his rare courage, unsul- 
lied honor, and unswerving faithfulness, our life 
shall take on a nobler and diviner form. Then shall 
we learn to TAve the t/ruth^ and not merely to pet it 
with honeyed phrases. Truth of speech^ truth of 
hea/rt^ truth of life — this is what exalts our race and 
imparadises our earth. O for the living embodi- 
ments of truth ! Who does not grow sick at heart 
over the insincerity, the untruthfulness, the syco- 
phantic cowardliness of men ? The flattering speech, 
the deceptive smile, and the base stab in the dark, or 
the equally ignoble silence, when honor calls for the 
word of defense, the double face, the timorous shirk- 
ing of responsibility when duty's voice is clear and 
loud — ^these are the things that make a man lose 
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faith in humanity, and sigh for the reviving breath 
of a purer atmosphere. With what inexpressible long- 
ing and admiration of heart does one turn from these 
to a character like that of John, true as the needle to 
the pole. 

Another element in the character of this strong 
man, found always associated with the highest great- 
ness, was his marked hwndlity. He accepted his own 
divinely-appointed sphere in life, and humbly ac- 
quiesced in all its burdens and deprivations. 

Borne on the crested wave of popular enthusiasm, 
as he is, the multitude are ready to put any wreath 
of honor on his brow. His fame fills the land. 
The learned Pharisees and priests send a delegation 
to him, and inquire if he is really the Christ ? " No,'' 
is his ready reply. " Are you Elijah, or one of the 
old prophets ? " " No," he again bluntly responds ; " I 
am nothing but a voice ; a herald proclaiming the 
coming one — ^the Messiah of prophecy and of promise. 
Pay Trie no honors. Honor and follow hvmP This 
is a summit of greatness to which few of Adam's 
race attain — ^to reject proffered honors, and hide (mis 
9df\n the shadow of the Mightier One. 

There is, moreover, in the life of this rare man, 
such genuine unsdfaJmesa as seldom relieves the 
character of our self-seeking humanity. It is not 
easy for men to yield to another an honored position, 
which they have held, even when age and infirmity 
15 
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force them to the surrender. Few- are the men who 
can gracefully retire from the popular notice and 
favor, saying with inward peace concerning a rival or 
successor, to whom all eyes are turned, ^'He must in- 
crease, but /must decrease.'* 

The fame of Leonardo da Yind at one time filled 
all Italy. His chef-cPcBfiwre^ *' The Last Supper," in 
the convent of the Church of San Maria delle Grada 
at Milan, is to-day the admiration of the world. When 
the weight of advancing years was sitting on this gift- 
ed son of genius he was invited by the Grand Coun- 
cil of Florence to decorate the Council HaU of that 
city with pictures. He dreamed not that there was in 
all Italy an artist who would dare to enter into com- 
petition with him. But Pierre Soderini, who had 
seen some of young Michael Angelo's productions, 
invited this young artist to take charge of the sides 
of the hall. He accepted the invitation. Both 
painters secretly prepared their cartoons and sub- 
mitted them to the judges chosen to examine them. 
Leonardo's were superb ; but those of Michael Angelo 
filled the astonished judges with admiration, and 
they burst forth into enthusiastic acclamations of 
praise. The quick ear of Leonardo caught this cruel 
word, whispered by a member of the Council in the 
ear of a neighbor : " Leonardo is growing old.'* It 
was the death-knell of happiness in the soul of that 
illustrious artist. His past glory was nothing. It 
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waa nothing that his cartoons were ordered by the 
Council to be placed Jmefo those of this new rising 
star, Michael Angelo. He would not be comforted, 
and, after wandering from city to city, died at last at 
the court of Francis L, in France, a broken-hearted 
man. Sad but true example this, of the world's best 
type of human character, and the emptiness of its 
highest honors. 

How diflferent the character of John the Baptist 
In the very height of his fame, with all eyes directed 
toward him as the greatest prophet of the later ages, 
the leader of a strong and growing sect, he turns to 
another, and says to the multitudes, ^^ Behold this man 
who is preferred before me ; for he was before me. 
Withdraw your allegiance from me, and become Im 
disciples. He must increase, but I must decrease." 
Well may the divine Christ say of such a one, 
" Among those bom of women there hath not arisen 
a greater than " he. 

ni. And now let us return to this imprisoned son 
of greatness, and learn some lessons from his dungeon. 

It is not strange that he is there. The prison has 
often been the home of earth's noblest sons and great- 
est heroes, from Joseph and Jeremiah through a long 
line of apostles and martyrs down to the latest cham- 
pion of truth and freedom thus signally honored. 

Look into that prison and learn that the highest type 
of character may co-exist with the severest outward 
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trial and inward etrnggle. It has seemed strange and 
contradictory to many, that a man of John's firmness 
and faith should send those two disciples of his to Jesus 
to ask hinn if he were indeed the promised MessiaJv. 
Commentators have sought to explain the seeming 
contradiction, by assuming that it was not for John's 
own sake that they were sent on this errand, but for 
the confirmation of the faith of these disciples ; that 
they might be assured that Jesus was the very Christ. 

To me there is nothing inconsistent in this conduct 
of John. Its very natni/ralriesa strengthens the sym- 
pathetic bond of brotherhood between him and us. 
Great souls are always subject to great inward throes. 
Is it strange that that ardent, restless nature should 
chafe under such a protracted season of enforced inac- 
tivity ? Think of those long and weary months of 
idleness — shut in from the sight of men ; cut off from 
his chosen work; passing tedious days and slowly 
dragging hours of night; apparently neglected, for- 
gotten by that Holy One, whose most intimate friend 
and forerunner he was — and do you wonder that 
great, swelling tides of troubled emotion swept over 
that imprisoned soul ? 

Then, too, he hears that Christ is working miracles ; 
raising even the dead to life. How natural that he 
should say to himseK, " Why, then, does he not exert 
that mighty power for rwy rdemef Why not throw 
open these prison doors, and set me free from thia 
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dreary, nseless bondage? Can it be that he is the 
Son of God I truly believed him to be? And if he 
is, will it not be well to remind him that I am here, 
sufEering for his sake ? " 

Ah, how many of as have known some such tem- 
pestuous hours of gloomy doubt, and inward strife, 
and agony of soul! And how have we marveled 
that the Power Supreme — Father and Brother — did 
not hasten to our relief I 

It is something to know that a nature so strong 
and pure as that of John has been shaken by the 
same fearful gusts of trial But it is something 
more and better to know that an earnest application 
to Christ will hush these storms of doubt and strug- 
gle. To every such troubled soul come the incon- 
trovertible, supernatural y&<?fe concerning Christ and 
his Gospel. The history of Christianity — ^what it is, 
what it has done — this is enough to quench our 
doubts and calm our fears — a sure foundation for 
our heaven-high hopes. The message from Jesus re- 
establishes peace in John's agitated bosom. 

And now the end is nigh. In those palace-halls 
the birthday of Herod is celebrated by grand festivi- 
ties. Salome, the daughter of Herodias, trip lightly 
in the mazy dance, and the admiring king, in the f oUy 
of his intoxication, promises to grant her utmost re- 
quest, to the half of his kingdom. Quickly consult- 
ing with her mother, that infamous woman bids her 
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daughter ask the head of John the Baptist. To such 
unfathomable depths of malicious wickedness woman- 
kind can sink. Herod keeps the rash promise, 
though he would gladly be released from it. In that 
very hour, as John's now placid mind is meditating 
of things unseen, his prison door creaks on its hinges, 
the executioner enters, and in a moment, opens for 
the waiting prisoner (mother door^ through which his 
pure soul escapes from the dungeon cell of Machserus 
to the Celestial Palace. 

Shed no tears over the sudden and shameful death 
of that heroic man. But weep for Herod, who thus 
basely sacrificed his best friend, and lost his supreme 
opportunity and his hope of salvation. And weep 
for yourselves, who, like Herod, spmn the better and 
choose the base; who prefer the cheating pleasures 
of earth to a life of duty, a death of triumph, a 
heaven of bliss. 

Do you say, that lonely prison and bleeding head 
look little like success? And do you ask, "Is this 
the modd for young men ? " Yes. Here is success, 
the truest and the grandest ever achieved. John in the 
height of his active ministry speaks to the crowd; 
John beheaded speaks to the world, and is crowned 
the prince of men. Herod's name has come down 
the ages linked with infamy and shame. The fame 
of John marches through the centuries gathering 
fresh laurels from the successive generations of men. 
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I Bay not that the character of this great man was 
perfect. If so, it were not human. Jesns alone filU 
the perfect ideal. John was firm, true, manly, and 
courageous. Jesus was all this, and more — ^he was 
gentle and lovable, as well as strong. 

A life to be illustrious need not be long. John 
died at about thirty-three years of age. A few years 
nobly lived may achieve a glorious record. We have 
need often to remind ourselves of the truth contained 
in the familiar lines of Bailey's " Festus : '' 

*' We live in deeds, not years ; in thoughts, not breaths ; 
In feelings, not in figures on a dial. 
We should count time by heart-throbs. He most lives 
Who thinks most, feels the noblest, acts the best." 

You, my friend, may die young, but need not die 
without a monument. But there is no time to squander 
in idle dreams or in fruitless pursuits, much less in 
sin. 

Does not this thought sometimes haunt you, young 
friend, "What is there in my character or life, as 
yet, that is worthy, and that the world will love to 
remember?" Does not the solemn question some- 
times force itself upon your thought, "What, if I 
were to die now ; what record have I left ? What 
character have I formed as a fitting temple for an im- 
mortal soul ? What bridge of hope spans the abyss 
of death ? What beacon-light illumes the shores of 
the unknown country ? " Be it yours, this hour, to 
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rise on the wings of strong resolve, upborne by the 
ever-helpful Spirit of God, to a loftier plane of being, 
in which Christ shall be Copartner and Friend. 

John lived in the dim twilight of that dawning 
day whose noontide glory floods your path. Ton 
may be great as was he in the strong elements of 
personal character, while your character may shine 
with the fuller light and lovelier grace of the " least 
in the kingdom of heaven." 
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THE HONEST SCEPTIC. 
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• If any man wUl do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether 
it be of God."— Jesus. 



"* Behold the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world! ' 

Dght breaks in, peace settles on the air; 

Lol the prison walla are giving way — ^rise, let us go! " — Bushnell. 



"Not Thou from us, Lord, but we 
Withdraw ourselves from thee." — Trench. 



"If there be some weaker one, 

Give me strength to help him on; 

If a blin.der soul there be, • 

Let me guide him nearer Thee! "— WHiTTtEB. 
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"Then saith he to Thomas, Beach hither thy finger, and behold 
my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side; 
and be not faithless, but believing. And Thomas answered and said 
unto him. My Lord and my God."— John xx, 27, 28. 



LEONAEDO DA VINOrS incomparable picture 
of the " Last Supper " presents, in marked feat- 
ures, depicted on the faces of the twelve apostles, the 
striking variety of character in that representative 
disciple band. The distinguished painter but reveals 
facts in this masterly delineation of character. The 
world of humanity, with its various types of tem- 
perament and disposition, was in that chosen circle 
of the Saviour's standard-bearers. The loving John, 
the pragmatic James, the impetuous Peter, and the 
treacherous Judas were there ; and there, too, was the 
skeptical Thomas, whose conflict and conquest fur- 
nish us a fruitful study, with many a valuable lesson 
for believer and doubter, in all time. 

The fact seems everywhere forced upon us that 
the present age is seriously affected by one of those 
periodic attacks of questioning and doubt concerning 
religious matters to which the human race has ever 
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been finbject. The lessons, therefore, which the sub- 
ject legitimately teaches us are pre-eminently adapted 
to our day. Let us study them with candid mind 
and reverent spirit. 

Looking at Thomas as the representative of a cer- 
tain class of honest skeptics, we have presented to us, 
in his relations to the risen Christ, three distinct 
stages of experience ; or rather, there are three acts in 
this life drama, of great and almost tragic interest : 

L TVe have the skeptic perplexed with his doubts. 

n. The skeptic urged to investigate thoroughly the 
daims of Christ. 

in. The skeptic convinced, and the Christian faith 
triumphantly established by incontrovertible proofs. 

L Fi/rst^ theriy we see this struggli/ng disciple wrest- 
Ung with his doubts a/nd (yoermastered Jyy ihem. 

Who is this doubter ? Whence spring these troub- 
lesome doubts? The sacred record gives us but a 
few glimpses of Thomas, yet these reveal his charac- 
ter with striking distinctness and emphasis. 

Called to the distinguished honor of an apostleship, 
he follows with fidelity, if not with fervor, the fortunes 
of the Prophet of Nazareth ; not always, and perhaps 
never, understanding the mysterious God-man, nor 
catching the spiritual significance of those profound 
truths which habitually fell from his lips; yet he 
cleaved to the great Teacher until the bloody, cul- 
minating scene of Calvary, which so staggered his 
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faith as to shroud him in a midnight of distressing 
doubts — a darkness which seemed impervious to the 
Kght of the most convincing evidence. 

The sad scene of the crucifixion and burial of their 
Master over, the other disciples meet together to 
cheer each other's sorrowing hearts. On the evening 
of the third day they are assembled in a room in 
Jerusalem, with closed doors— still trembling for fear 
of the persecuting Jews — when Jesus the risen Lord 
suddenly appears in the midst of the astonished be- 
holders; he breathes his benediction of peace upon 
them, and bids them assure their troubled hearts with 
evidence that their crucified Leader still lives to lead 
them on to other and greater triumphs. 

Joyfully they accept the indubitable proof. But 
Thomas — ^unhappy man — ^is not with his fellow-dis- 
ciples on that auspicious occasion. They hasten to 
him with the glad tidings, but he will not believe. 
No testimony, even of trusted friends, can convince 
him of the truth of such a marvelous event ; no evi- 
dence, save that of his ow^ senses, and that of the 
most emphatic and unusual kind, shall satisfy his 
gloom-enshrouded soul, or dispel the doubts from his 
troubled mind. 

Such is the attitude which he assumes as he is here 
introduced to us, in his questioning and almost de- 
fiant and impregnable position. ^^ Except I shall see 
in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger 
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into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into 
his side, I will not believe.'' Sad and unreasonable 
man — ^how came he to be thus compassed and con- 
quered by a legion of unrelenting doubts? 

There are several types of skeptics with doubts and 
questionings concerning religion which spring from 
various causes. 

There is the indifferent skeptic, too shallow-brained 
and frivolous ever to have given a serious hour to an 
honest, earnest investigation of the evidences on which 
the Christian faith rests ; who prates ostentatiously of 
his unbelief, with the vanity of one who wishes to 
gain a little cheap notoriety. This class of professed 
doubters has always been large, but seems to be on 
the increase, especially as skepticism takes on a pop- 
ular and fashionable form. 

There is, also, the perverse skeptic, whose doubts 
take their rise in a heart corrupted, and a moral nat- 
ure indurated by sin. Sin blunts the keener sensibil- 
ities of the soul, blinds the moral vision, paralyzes the 
faith-faculty, and not seldom curses its victim with 
bewildering doubts, when otherwise the light of 
heaven might shine with radiance on his path. 

Pride of intellect also often dazes its possessor and 
leads him into many a tangled labyrinth of skeptical 
questionings, on the false and foolish assumption that 
he can hdieve nothing which he does not tmderatand 
principle which would make any man question 
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his own being and the reality of every thing around 
him ; question, indeed, his mental processes, and take 
to task his own foolish doubts, none of which he un- 
derstands or can give any such account of as he de- 
mands for a subject of religious belief that is to re- 
ceive his credence. For such doubts and doubters 
there is no cure but common sense and humility ; a 
fair proportion of either of these essentials will open 
the blinded eye of faith to at least a partial view of 
that which cannot be fully comprehended, and a satis- 
fying assurance of the verity of the spiritual and the 
infinite. 

There is another class of skeptics who, let us be- 
lieve, are honest and sincere, but who find it difficult 
to settle satisfactorily the great questions of religious 
belief, and struggle on, enveloped in clouds and bur- 
dened with many an anxious problem whose pressing 
weight gives the heart no rest. To this class belonged 
the apostle Thomas ; and those who fight with him 
in the battle with harassing doubts may learn from 
him some lessons of trust and gain some new strength 
for the contest with this enemy of their peace — ex- 
acting unbelief. 

Let us not be guilty of judging harshly such an 
honest questioner of truth, nor of treating with light- 
ness bis wrestlings of soul. Eather may. we seek, 
with Christly charity, to help such a one into the 
clearer vision and firmer grasp of that truth which 
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alone brings rest and peace to troubled hearts. It is 
not a light thing to stand face to face with the tran- 
scendent questions relating to our destiny — ^the great 
mysteries of the unseen God and the future life ; to 
feel the cold chills of doubt as to the verity of these 
invisible things creeping over the shivering and 
trembling soul. Happy is he who knows nothing 
of such fierce trials of his faith, such mighty wrest- 
lings with the Angel of Hope, that he leave not the 
soul in its midnight of despair. 

A brief analysis of the character of Thomas sheds 
light on the cause of his doubts and those of other 
doubters similarly constituted. He possessed a ma- 
terialistic nature that lived chiefly in the realm of 
the seen and sensible ; he was one of those men who 
demand mathematical proof for every thing believed, 
no matter whether the subject be susceptible of such 
proof or not. This trait is brought out vividly by 
John, in his account of the Saviour's valedictory dis- 
course to his apostles, on that eventful night of his 
betrayal 

While Jesus is talking to them of his going away 
and coming again, saying, " Whither I go ye know, 
and the way ye know,'' it is Thomas who interrupts 
him and thrusts in this matter-of-fact, undisceming 
question, " Lord, we know not whither thou goest ; 
and how can we know the way ? " As much as to 
say, " We have not seen any way. We do not even 
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know where you are going, and how can we know 
about the way to a place until we know something 
more about the place itself? Tell us all about it in 
plain, literal terms." 

This language reveals a striking feature in the char- 
acter of Thomas as plamly as words can picture it 
He belongs to that class of men who must see every 
step of the way before they venture to take one step. 
They naturally "walk'' "by sight," and not at all 
"by faith." They must see every thing, or they will 
not believe ; they must think every subject all through 
as clearly as a mathematical demonstration, or they 
cannot give it their credence. 

The realms of feeling and of faith are departments 
of their nature vaguely defined, distrusted, and rarely 
cultivated. They have no wings of imagination, or 
ideality, or faith, and can never fly ; nothing but feet, 
and must ever walk ; therefore, they must always have 
a tangible and firm foundation beneath their feet, and 
a real, sensible light, making distinct every object in 
their patL 

This was Thomas's mental characteristic It would 
be incorrect to attribute to him superior intellectual 
qualities because of this feature of his mind, and to 
represent him — ^as he has frequently been represented 
by men who are usually more discriminating — as hav- 
ing the r^/foc^^ faculties largely predominating. No. 

Su«h a class of persons may have many exeellences, 
16 
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and may sometimes possess in marked degree other 
attributes of greatness, but that peculiar characteristic 
does not indicate a mind of highest order. It is self- 
limiting rather than expansive ; it is exacting rather 
than broad ; it is confined to the material earth while 
it shuts out of view the vast and flaming worlds 
around and beyond us, with all their inspiring and 
ennobling objects of contemplation and of faith. Let 
no one, then, pride himself on having such a type of 
mind ; but rather let him seek to subdue its material- 
istic perverseness, and train it to more comprehensive 
views and more exalted uses. 

Thomas, also, possessed a melancholy temperament. 
His habit was to view the gloomy side of every sub- 
ject. Another glimpse of this apostle, which the 
evangelist John gives us, brings out graphically this 
element of his nature. Persecuted and hunted down 
by the Jews, Jesus escapes to the region beyond the 
Jordan, accompanied by his disciples. While there 
he receives a message from Mary and Martha, the 
sisters of his friend Lazarus, informing him of their 
brother's serious sickness. Jesus proposes to return 
into Judea. The disciples remind him of the peril 
of placing himself within the power of the enraged 
Jews. But he is persistent in his purpose. Now, 
the sincere yet ever-desponding Thomas steps for- 
ward with his sad, but bi*ave and manly, words, saying 
to his fellow-disciples, " Let us also go, that we may 
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die with him." To his foreboding mind there was 
nothing but defeat and death ahead. He always had 
an eye to see the darkest picture that possibility 
conld paint. He conld see no possible way for his 
Master to escape the wrath of his enemies, and felt 
that he must fall a sacrifice to their malice. It did 
not occur to his ever-shadowed mind that he who 
could hush the stormy sea to silence, and heal the sick, 
and bring to life the dead, might resist the attacks of 
his enemies. No, he must die a victim of their rage. 

But to his imperishable honor be it said that, if 
die his Master must, his was the fidelity to die with 
him. Here come out, in bold and bright relief, the 
nobler qualities of this true man. He was sincere, he 
was loyal, he was courageous. So far as his convic- 
tions were clear, he was true to them. So far as he 
understood duty, he hesitated not to tread its path, 
diflScult and dangerous though it might be. For this 
quality of high honor and unwavering fidelity we can- 
not but feel our hearts drawn kindly toward him ; we 
cannot wonder that the Saviour loved and pitied him. 

Here, then, we have explained in the characteristic 
traits of Tliomas one special cause of his harassing 
doubts. With such a mind and in such a mood he 
sadly, and perhaps silently, accompanied the Master, 
whom he so little understood, on that last journey to 
Jerusalem. It was hardly a surprise to him that 
Jesus should meet with just such a fate as befell him 
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there. But he followed him to the last; and when, 
on the lull of Calvary, he saw the loved form nailed 
to the bloody cross, which was to him the symbol of 
shame and utter defeat ; when he beheld, with his 
own clear-seeing eyes, the pierced hands and feet, the 
wounded side and the streaming blood; when he 
heard the awful cry, "It is finished," and saw the 
lifeless body laid away in the sepulcher, it was an end 
of all hope with him. Expectation perished; the 
light of his life was quenched ; in that dark grave, 
with the strange Man of Nazareth, whom he had be- 
lieved to be at least a great prophet and a coming 
king, now lay buried all that he had loved and built 
his hopes upon. 

And now came upon him, with all their fearful 
force, the horrible forebodings of that melancholy 
mind. A deceived and disappointed man, he had 
had enough of delusion. The associations connected 
with the sad event were all painful to him. Unlike 
his brother apostles, he shunned the company of his 
fellow-disciples and retired from view, cherishing in 
secret his own gloomy reflections. 

Such is a portrait of Thomas before and after the 
crucifixion. And this explains the reason of his ab* 
sence on the occasion of our Lord's first appearance 
to the eleven disciples. like many another smitten 
child of sorrow and victim of depression, he wrong- 
fully retires from society to dwell in the xmillumined 
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priBon-hoTifle of his own beclouded and distempered 

mind. 

Thus we see the skeptic battling with his unbelief, and 
wrapped in the mantle of night's impenetrable gloom. 

How many a man shares with Thomas the dark- 
ness and the bitterness of agonizing doubt? How 
many have no Christ but an entombed Christ ; no 
hope but a buried hope ; no light but the faint, flick- 
ering torch of reason, which only serves to reveal the 
dark, abysmal depths that lie beyond its reach, but 
into which we all must plunge. 

Let such follow the sad-hearted yet sincere Thomas 
another step in his experience and behold how a mer- 
ciful Saviour treats an honest doubter. 

n. The second act reveals to us the skeptic inmted 
to in/vestigate thoroughly the clavms of Christ amd 
thefov/ndations of the Christiam, faith. 

A week has passed since that never-to-be-forgotten 
evening when the first manifestation of the risen 
Christ to his assembled apostles made glad their 
hearts. Meanwhile they have perplexed the doubting 
Thomas with their assertions, and plied him with 
their entreaties. Once more they are gathered in that 
same room, now sacred to them ; and this time, led 
by their loving persuasion, Thomas is with them. 
The door is shut as before. Possibly there is some 
expectation or hope that Jesus will honor the day 
which marked his resurrection — already held sacred 
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among his disciples — ^by again revealing himself to 
them. If any heart cherished such a hope it was not 
disappointed. Again, that well-remembered form 
stands suddenly revealed to them, and again the holy 
benediction, " Peace be unto you," falls in thrilling 
accents on their ears. A solemn hush fills the room 
and awes to silence every lip. All hearts swell with 
unutterable emotions, grateful for one more view of 
their risen Master for the confirmation of their own 
faith ; grateful, also, that now their doubting and un- 
relenting brother, Thomas, may with his own eyes 
behold the transcendent sight. No word is spoken ; 
none is needed. The Saviour knows the struggles of 
that doubt-burdened heart of Thomas's, and, turning 
his eyes with loving glance toward the skeptical dis- 
ciple, he says, in words whose very tones carry resist- 
less conviction to the heart, "Reach hither thy finger, 
and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, 
and thrust it into my side ; and be not faithless, but 
believing." 

Look at that scene, skeptical friend, and learn the 
real attitude of Christ and of Christianity toward 
the doubter, from that day forward until now. Look 
at it, if you are honest in your doubts and earnest in 
your desire to know the truth, and learn what avenues 
invite you to satisfying evidence in presence of which 
the conflict shall be ended and the victory of faith 
triumphantly won. 
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This attitude of the compassionate Christ toward 
the skeptical Thomas is, I repeat, a true representa- 
tion of the attitude which God and the Bible assume 
toward the honest investigator of truth, in all time. 

Christianity invites investigation. Nothing could 
be further from the truth than the charge sometimes 
made against it, that it is dogmatic, unsympathetic, 
and exacting ; demanding belief without reason, and 
hurling its harsh dogmas, with pitiless hand, at troubled 
mortals, only to smite them with despair. No, my 
friend, you have sadly misjudged the loving Christ 
and his tender messages to men, if thus you think of 
him or of his truth. 

To-day, as oh the day of that eventful appearance 
to Thomas, to you, as to that bewildered and ques- 
tioning apostle, he turns with loving glance and 
benignant voice, saying, "Keach hither thy finger, 
and behold my hands ; " and '' be not faithless, but 
believing." 

It is not uncommon for modem unbelief to repre- 
sent the adherents of Christianity as timid and fear- 
ful of honest investigation. There is either a vague 
supposition or, sometimes, a positive assumption that 
Christian believers are afraid to have the hand of 
science reached forth to touch the pierced body of 
Christ, lest the story of his resurrection should prove 
a myth and the unreal foundations of the Christian 
faiih should glide from under the tottering structure 
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of snperstition. Kothing, again I say, conld be 
more nntnie, nothing more nn jnfit. Ko ; Christianity, 
in its very genius and spirit and historic development, 
does not repel, but vimitesj examination ; does not feaa*, 
but chdtUngeSj the most rigid scrutiny. That resur- 
rection body of our Lord has been handled, rudely 
and roughly oftentimes, by the hands of questioning 
Philosophy, and skeptical Science, and ribald Infidelity, 
and respectable Liberalism, through all the Christian 
ages ; but it has never shrunk from the touch, nor 
vanished into unreality. On the contrary, it is ac- 
knowledged to-day, in infidel France, and rationalistic 
Germany, and materialistic America, and throughout 
the world, to be the most real, resistless, colossal, and 
unconquerable fact in the realm of human history. 

Kot only is the skeptic challenged to the most 
scrutiniziDg examination of the claims of Christianity, 
but he is furnished with the most convincing evidence 
of its truthfulness and divine origin. 

He is not mocked with superstitious unrealities, 
nor bewildered with unmeaning mysteries, nor baffled 
by legions of unconquerable difficulties. K he be 
sincere in his search, reasonable in his demands, and 
humble in spirit, he shall find proof that no rational 
mind can reject. You cannot honestly examine these 
evidences but you will be forced to acknowledge to 
your own minds several important facts too often im- 
reoognized by the doubter. 
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First, it is certain that the evidence offered is far 
more convincing than that demanded in respect to 
other matters which we daily accept, and. in the accep- 
tance of which great interests are involved ; and sec- 
ondly, that the evidence offered furnishes the most 
demonstrative proof of which the nature of the sub- 
ject admits. The perverse skeptic demands impossi- 
bilities. He demands a kind of proof of which the 
subject is incapable — ^mathematical proof for moral 
subjects or questions of fact. He forgets, in his shal- 
low philosophy, that moral proof is the ordy proof 
possible in questions of fact. And Chi'istianity is a 
fact. The Bible is a fact. 

You cannot demonstrate the truth of Christianity 
by mathematical formulas, but you can prove it by a 
higher form of evidence. 

No mistake is greater, though sometinfies made by 
men of scholastic pretensions, than the assumption 
that moral evidence is inferior to what is called 
mathematical, or to other kinds of evidence. A 
scholar ought never to be guilty oi such a blunder. 
Yonder is a field ; you say it contains an acre, and ask 
me to give you its value in cash. How do you know 
. it contains an acre ? You have measured it with the 
most perfect mathematical instruments; you have 
calculated its dimensions by the most exact mathe- 
matical rules and formulas. Very well. I do not 
hesitate to take your calculations and to purchase 
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your field, if I want it, and pay you its equivalent 
value in money, if I have it. I can stake a little 
money on sucli evidence as you fumish me ; but I 
would not stake nvy life on it, much less my sotd^ 
with its deathless interests. 

What positive assurance have I that your measure- 
ment is strictly correct ? There never was an abso- 
lutely straight line drawn between two points ; there 
never was a perfect instrument made by human hands ; 
there never was a calculation made by man that was 
not liable to serious mistake. Ko, my friend, neither 
you nor I wiU conamit any great or precious interest 
to the most complete mathematical evidence that the 
most perfect human skill ever presented, when ap- 
plied to any question of fact. 

Sooner far, when we thoughtfully consider the 
subject, will we intrust our highest and in;miortal in- 
terests to the higher evidence which Christ furnishes 
us of his resurrection power and the divinity of his 
holy and saving truth. 

Nay, more : when we think of the multiplied, varied, 
concurrent, cumulative evidence of Christianity — 
evidence from prophecy and miracle; from testi- 
mony and experience; from harmony and adapta- 
tion; from history, sacred and profane; from monu- 
ment and sculpture ; from before the flood and since 
the ascension; from enemies and friends of truth; 
from more than sixty sacred books, written by some 
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forty inspired authors ; from millions of happy lives 
lived by believers in God, and millions of trimnphant 
deaths, with shouts of victory and songs of triumph 
wafted back to listening ears, almost from the In- 
visible Land — ^when we see all these lines of evidence 
converging in one focal point, how can we fail to 
bow in adoring reverence before the truth so over- 
whelmingly proved, accept with joyous and worship- 
ing hearts the Deity so convincingly presented to our 
hesitating faith, and exclaim with Thomas, ^^My 
Lord and my God ! " 

But the skeptic too often rejects all evidence, how- 
ever convincing, prescribes his own unreasonable and 
impossible conditions, refuses to accept testimony, 
thus egotistically assimiing that he is wiser and more 
discerning than many thousands of the wisest and 
most sagacious men the world has ever seen. Such 
was the position of Thomas, for a brief time, in as- 
suming which he was blameworthy, though the sub- 
ject of a sad temperament and a materialistic mind. 

But Thomas also possessed redeeming qualities such 
as many a skeptic does not possess, and these qualities 
rescued him from the thralldom of tyrannizing doubt 

He was a sincere doubter ; he had proved himself a 
true friend and loyal subject of Christ ; and in his 
heart he was still loyal to him, if only he could be- 
lieve that his buried Master had really risen from the 
dead. From such a heart, loyal to the trutli and 
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yearning for the light, the risen Christ is never very 
far ; to such a one shall surely come the revelation of 
the glorified Lord, to scatter doubt and bring the 
jubilee of exulting faith. 

And this brings us to the third act in this historic 
drama of an honest doubter^s life, in which we see, 

in. Tlie skeptic conmnced^ a/iid the great facts 
concemmg Christ wnd Christicmity triurriphcmSy 
established. 

Let us go back to that ever-memorable room in 
Jerusalem where we left Thomas, with the words of 
Jesus falling, like the music of heaven, on his won- 
dering ears. There he stands, at length, face to face 
with the veritable Jesus, whom he had sincerely be- 
lieved to be lying in that garden sepulcher, hard by 
the cross on which he surely saw him die. There 
stands before his very eyes that same loved form 
whose pierced hands and bleeding side had made 
such an indelible impression upon his agonized mind 
that nothing could efface it The unexpected vision 
fills him with surprise and overwhelms him with flood- 
ing emotions. The gentle look, the mild yet half- 
reproving voice, the inviting attitude of Jesus, com- 
pletely disarm him. The great deeps of that true, 
yet beclouded and burdened, heart are broken up, and 
the tides of tender and joyful emotion rise and swell 
in his bosom, sweeping away his doubts and conquering 
the perverseness of his unbelieving mind. 
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In some way unknown to himself, he finds his ex. 
acting conditions strangely unloosing their hold upon 
him; he is breathing a new atmosphere, buoyant 
with hope; he is bathing in a flood of light which 
illumines and irradiates his entire being. He no 
longer cares to touch with his own hand the nail- 
prints and the spear-marks in his Master's body. 

His heart is already overjoyed with all-satisfying 
evidence that it is the real Christ of Calvary. He 
falls adoringly at the feet of his restored Master, 
and with a faith so victorious that it seems to ex- 
ceed that of the other apostles, exclaims, ^^My Lord 
cmdmy OodV^ 

O, happy Thomas, at last released from the 
tyranny and agony of an unbelieving heart 1 O, 
happy brother man, long burdened and wrestling 
with despairing doubts, who will foUow Thomas, in 
like sincerity of heart, to the true and only source of 
relief— the revelation of the now ascended Lord to 
the spiritual eye of the truth-seeking soul ! Such a 
revelation and such relief there are for you and for 
every honest doubter. Coming in the spirit of a 
devout seeker of truth you shall find evidence of 
the resurrection of Christ, and of the whole system 
of revealed truth, which your candor will not per- 
mit you to discard. You shall be confronted with 
facts more inexplicable to your incredulity than to 
your faith ; facts which no theory or hypothesis can 
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explain ; f acsts in creation, in this world of sin, in 
human experience the world over, which nothing but 
God's revelation to man in Jesus Christ can make dear. 

Mystery, is there? Things strange and evading 
your comprehension? Admit it. Where will you 
find freedom from the dominion of mystery? 
Where will you find a key that will unlock so many 
of life's solemn mysteries as Christianity ? Life it- 
self — ^its meaning and its end, its toils and its tears, 
its sin and its woe — death, the gi'ave, the unknown 
hereafter — ^how will you solve these ever-recurring 
problems ? Where find light to illumine these dark, 
dread mysteries? Where but with Thomas, beside 
that mighty Conqueror of death ? 

There, in his holy presence, the fearful mystery of 
life and death is lifted from the soul ; the light that 
irradiates his sacred form covers with its halo the 
whole scene of this troubled life, penetrates into the 
gloom of the grave, and throws its beams far across 
the abyss of death into that unknown country toward 
which our pilgrim feet are rapidly traveling. 

Think not to escape mystery by unbelief. Rather 
seek to interpret it by faith. 

It is related in fabled story that the fearful Sphinx 
beset the highways near the ancient city of Thebes, 
seizing the passing traveler and propounding to him 
her perplexing riddle, failing to answer which im- 
mediate destruction awaited him. So ever, Sphinx- 
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like, destiny meets each traveler on the highway to 
the unknown hereafter and plies him with her bewil- 
dering problems which every one must solve for him- 
self, or, failing, meet his melancholy doom. 

And as the Thebans offei*ed their kingdom to the man 
who would interpret the Sphinx's riddle, and CEdipus, 
a man of penetrating yet humble mind, solved the 
riddle and won the kingdom ; so to him who with 
becoming humility and reverent spirit seeks to solve 
life's great mystery and escape the torturing hand of 
relentless Unbelief is given the wisdom which de- 
livers, and dominion over this world and the world 
which lies beyond. 

But this wisdom and this victory and dominion are 
attained only as, with Thomas, we bow before the 
ascended and ever-revealed Christ and accept him as 
our only Guide and Saviour. 

To the attainment of such a faith and such a vic- 
tory the doubt and triumph of Thomas may help us 
alL Thankful should we be, indeed, for the skep- 
ticism of this questioning apostle, since it brought to 
him and brings to us such irrefutable proof of the 
most stupendous fact in the domain of history. The 
testimony of this inveterate doubter ought to con- 
vince the most skeptical. 

Are any of you, my friends, carrying the oppressive 
weight of a dark and troubled heart by reason of re- 
lentless doubts — questioning the great verities of the 
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Christian faith? Let the testimony of this honest 
skeptic come with its full convincing force to your 
heart. It is not the evidence of credulity, but of in- 
credulity ; not the verdict of an enthusiastic and un- 
reasoning believer, but of an exacting, suspicious 
skeptic — of one who would not believe until forced 
by over-mastering evidence. 

Learn a lesson from this brother skeptic. His 
doubts had a more reasonable basis than ours ; and, 
assuring as was the evidence offered to him, still 
greater is the evidence, still firmer the foundation, on 
which our faith now rests. 

The added centuries have but given us increased 
and cumulated evidence of Christ's divine power and 
Godhead, and strengthened the foundations of our 
holy Christianity. Hear, then, and heed the loving 
reproof of this long-suffering Man of Calvary. Ex- 
amine the evidence so freely and abundantly prof- 
fered. Behold this once crucified but now glorified 
Eedeemer, and hear him say to you, as to Thomas, 
" Eeach hither thy finger, and behold my hands ; and 
reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side ; and 
be not faithless, but believing ;" and, in response to 
this inviting word, surrendering yourself to the full 
force of overpowering evidence, to you shall come 
the supreme manifestation of the risen Christ, and 
with Thomas you may exclaim, in joyous victory of 
faith, " Jfy Lord and vny GodI" 
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THE TRUTH-SEEKER. 
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"Everyone that asketh reoeiveth; and he that seeketh flndeth; and 
to him that knocketh it shall be opened."— jESua 



"lagbt is sown for the righteous."— Psalms. 



"Truth is the highest thing that man may keep."— Chaucbb. 



" I thrive 
On truth, whose sweetness keeps the soul 
Vigorous and pure and good." — Anon. 



" Dear Comforter I Eternal Love 1 

If thou wilt stay with me, 
Of lowly thoughts and simple ways 

ril build a house for theel "— Fabbb. 
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"There was a certain man in Gesarea called Cktmelius, a centurion 
of the band called the Italian band, a devout man, and one that 
feared Grod with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, 
and prayed to God always."— Acts x, 1, 2. 



HEEE we have a man whose social position and 
religious relations are unlike those of any other 
of the subjects of our study ; a man outside of the 
visible Church, yet possessing a character of such 
marked excellence as to be admired of men and ap- 
proved of God. The peculiar personal virtue of 
Cornelius, together with the fact that he is regarded 
as the representative of a large class both in heathen 
and in Christian lands, and that he was the ^^ first- 
fruit " gathered from the Gentiles into the Christian 
Church, give unusual interest to this historic person- 
age as he stands related to the Gospel system, to the 
Church, and to the world. 

I. Let us first look at the scriptural portraiture of 
his character. He was a Eoman soldier, stationed in 
Cesarea, a city situated on the coast of the Mediterra- 
nean sea about thirty-two miles north of Joppa. This 
famous city, called by Josephus " the head of Judea," 
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was built by Herod the Great, with vast expenditure. 
It WBB the official residence of the Koman procurators 
and the military head-quarters of the province. The 
Herodian kings also resided there with their stately 
court. Cornelius was. officially residing in that city 
in command of a company of soldiers which was 
composed of Italians, and not, like many other bodies 
of soldiers, made up of provincial troops, and was 
therefore called the " Italian band." 

Cornelius was a heathen by birth and state rela- 
tions. But his heathen religion had not met the 
wants of his nature, and he had turned from it to the 
true God of the Jews. 

He was devout; he reverenced the Supreme Being, 
and in his inmost soul paid him truest homage. This 
he might do as a sincere pagan ; and in this devout- 
ness and heart worship of the God which reason im- 
perfectly apprehends, the pious heathen of all lands 
may put the blush of shame on the cheek of the utterly 
irreligious man in Christian lands. The heart craves 
some supernatural help; instinctively worships some 
supposed supernatural power. Christendom, strangely 
enough, presents the remarkable and sad anomaly of 
persons flooded with light who yet acknowledge no 
God, exhibit no rever^ce for a Higher. Power, and 
live in total disregard of their religious natures. Cor- 
nelius, heathen though he was, did not thus do vio- 
lence to his better nature. 
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Cornelius was a Godrfewrmg mem. The question 
whether he was a Jewish proselyte, a "proselyte of 
the gate," so-called, has been much discuBsed, with 
strong probabilities against the supposition. He had 
been brought into contact with the Jews, had learned 
much concerning their religion, and had come to 
know and reverence and fear the true God. His 
character was not built upon any mere materialistic 
philosophy that makes all virtue spring from self- . 
interest alone, and rears its monumental works of 
goodness on the deceptive dogma, " Honesty is the 
best policy." The feoft of God was the foundation 
of his character and the inspiration of his life, as it 
is with every true and God-accepted man. 

The influence of this devout. God-fearing man was 
fdt throughout his Jwusehold. A man's religion that 
does not afiect his family is a very weak, sentimental 
thing, not worth the having. If children have no 
respect for the religion of their parents, that religion 
must have had a very defective exemplification, or 
the heart of the child must be exceptionally obdurate. 
The religion of Cornelius made the very soldiers of 
his band devout. They could not but be impressed 
with his reverent bearing. 

There was in Cornelius a happy hlendmg of devo- 
tion cmd of weUrdomg^ of subjective piety cmd of 
objecime goodness. He "prayed," and he "gave 
much alms." If any one thinks that Cornelius is 
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the representative of merely virtnous and upright 
worldlings, building their hopes of heaven on ex- 
ternal works of fair semblance, let such a one pause 
and ponder the inspired record of this typical man. 

He "prayed" — ^not as the flower prays to the dew, 
nor as the parched earth to the freighted clouds. It 
was not merely the instinctive prayer of Nature, nor 
the sentimental prayer of the naturalist, but the in- 
telligent cry of a personal soul to a personal God. 
He "prayed to God." And that not in some mo- 
ment of utmost agony and stress, as does the terrified 
atheist whose fear overmasters his creed; but he 
"prayed always" — ^habitually his soul sent forth its 
petitions to God, while he religiously observed special 
forms and regular seasons of prayer. 

If you, my friend, standing without the Church, 
are hopeful of your state because of the supposed 
companionship of Cornelius, let me ask, Do you bow 
with him in constant pleadings of soul before Jeho- 
vah ? Is prayer to God the Jwhit of your life ? Here- 
in does Cornelius rebuke the prayerless man. How- 
ever such a man may boast of the correctness of his 
life, he can claim no fellowship with this devout and 
prayerful Gentile soldier. 

Cornelius "gave much alms" — not to his own 
kindred and friends alone, the limit of many a 
man's benevolence, but to the despised Jews. There 
are many whose religion is all sentiment and no 
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substance, all breath and no bread. The religion of 
Cornelius had a body as well as a soul, and it had a 
body hecavse it had a soul. Praying and alms-giving, 
united, form a mystic bond between earth and heaven ; 
separated, neither of them reaches the throne of God, 
or lifts the soul to the height of fellowship with him. 
The prayer of faith and the gift of love, like the two 
wings of a bird, bear the heart's burden up to the 
hosom of the Infinite, and come back again like a 
white dove of peace, with a new blessing and a divine 
strength. 

Alms, to be acceptable to God, must be the fruit of 
love, the pledge of the heart's yearning to be true 
and God-like — thank-offerings, aspirations of heart — 
all given, and done with a sense of incompleteness 
and unmeritoriousness. Such, I apprehend, were the 
alms of Cornelius. They had no merit in themselves ; 
but, as an index of the heart's longing and aim, they 
were acceptable to God. But alms offered as pur- 
chase-money for the favor of men, much less the 
favor of God — ^the wealth of the world given thus 
would not ennoble the giver above a selfish miser, nor 
buy one smile of God's approval. Cornelius was nei- 
ther niggardly in his charity, nor inconstant in his 
prayers. He "gave much" and "prayed always" — 
worthy example for men, both within and without 
the Christian Church. 

So much the record says of him in plain terms; 
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more it indirectly reveals in the narration. He was 
sincere. There is a yaluable lesson in the etymology 
of this much-used word. You may recall its origin 
from the two Latin words, sine cera, signifying loithout 
waoiy and originally applied to pure honey. Applied 
to man, it is one of the strongest epithets of true no- 
bility, indicating a regal nature, a heart without guile, 
a character without dross — ^the pure honey of honest 
desire and purpose without the wax of self-deception, 
prejudice, or pride. Such was Cornelius. Every 
step he took was an honest one in the direction of 
duty, as it was made known to him. Blessed is the 
man who stands a peer by his side in this high dis- 
tinction. God loves a true, sincere man, though his 
head be enveloped in clouds of error and of doubt. 

Cornelius was an honest seeker after truth. Pagan- 
ism had not satisfied him ; standing amid her temples 
and gods and splendid rites, he had asked, "Where 
shall I find truth?'' Priests had led him into the 
penetralia of their sanctuaries, but truth was not 
there; to their shrines and altars, but he saw not the 
fair form which he sought ; he wandered through the 
haUs and academic groves of philosophers, but the 
blessed vision came not to his weary eyes. With 
yearning of heart he had fled to Judaism, and in its 
clearer vision of God he had rejoiced ; but even there 
he had not rested, for he felt that the revelation was not 
full, the apprehension was not perfect. So he waited 
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and longed and looked for the completed vision and the 
more perfect knowledge of truth, as travelers on the 
mountains watch and wait for the rising of the sun. 
Probably he had heard of Christ with a yearning de- 
sire to know more of this wonderful Teacher. 

With such a character and in such an attitude Cor- 
nelius was susceptihle and receptwe. There is many 
a man, dissatisfied with old formulas and dogmas, call- 
ing himself truth-seeker and progressionist, who yet 
has in his heart no open door for truth. A doubter 
such may be, but not a devout inquirer, with his 
whole nature receptive, and every avenue of his being 
inviting Truth to enter and abide. 

There are many, like Pilate, whose intellects cry, 
"What is truth?'' but whose souls have no eye to 
perceive it, and no welcome for it. Cornelius cried 
for it, hailed it, and was therefore led on by the 
blessed angel into the fair Kingdom of Truth, down 
to its deepest mysteries, up to its gleaming heights. 

n. God is not indifferent to such a character as 
this ; he meets and reveals himself to such a one, as 
the history of Cornelius clearly shows. 

Cornelius was praying at three o'clock in the after- 
noon, the hour of prayer for Israel, and fasting as 
well as praying, when he saw, in some different way 
from the usual mode of sight, an angel, who called him 
by name, saying, " Cornelius, thy prayers and thine 
alms are come up for a memorial before God." The 
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angel bade him send to Joppa for Peter, who would 
tell him what he ought to do. He immediately 
obeyed the angelic command, and dispatched three 
trusty servants to Joppa, where Peter was at the time 
staying, to bring this honored apostle up to Cesarea, 
that he might learn from his lips the way to light, for 
which his heart was yearning. 

Observe that this was God's response to the prayer 
of that devout, sincere thinker. Not unseen and un- 
rewarded did he offer his prayer, or grope his way 
toward the light. God says, " Thy prayers and thine 
alms are come up for a memorial before '* me. "I 
know thee, and will not leave thee unenlightened and 
unhelped.'^ So it is with every sincere Cornelius. 
** For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro through- 
out the whole earth, to show himself strong in the 
behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him.*' 
Every-where Gt)d seeks the soul that seeks him. He 
will send angels and men to lead such to the truth and 
to the way of life. 

But the angel does not preach the Gospel to Cor- 
nelius. No tongue of angel ever yet preached Christ 
in the ear of man since that first announcement 
of his advent to earth. Man preaches to his brother 
man — ^the sinner saved, to the sinner lost To Peter 
shall be given the distinguished honor of gathering in 
this first Gentile fruit to the Christian Church. But 
even this illustrious apostle is not prepared for so 
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great a missioia. It seems strange to ns that lie ap- 
pears to have no idea of Christianity breaking down 
all party-walls between men, and becoming the uni- 
versal religion. The whole brotherhood of the young 
Church shared with him this Jewish belief concerning 
an exclusive religion. The Gospel had come in con- 
tact with the pagan world in Samaria, and a church 
had also been founded in Antioch ; but, save the 
apostle Paul, hardly another leader in the Church at 
that time cherished any clear idea of Jewish Chris- 
tians and Gentiles uniting and mingling on a com- 
mon platform. 

One of the greatest and gravest questions of the 
early Church was the admission of Gentiles into its 
fellowship. This question constantly appears in the 
Acts and in the Epistles. It required a miracle to 
uproot this prejudice from Peter and from his breth- 
ren, even so far as to open the door for Gentiles to 
come in. 

Peter was lodging " with one Simon a tanner, whose 
house was by the sea-side." The same business is 
carried on to-day in the same place, and the traveler 
is directed to the very site which tradition has marked 
as the spot of the memorable vision. It is certainly 
by the "sea-side," and the waves dash against the 
shore at your very feet. It is not difficult for you to 
accept the tradition. At the hour of noon Peter 
went up to the flat roof of the house — so often a 
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place of resort in Oriental lands — ^to engage in prayer. 
He was hungry as he waited for the call to the noon 
meal, and fell into a trance, in which a plenteous 
meal was presented to his astonished view. He "saw 
heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending unto 
him, as it had been a great sheet knit at the four 
comers, and let down to the earth : wherein were all 
manner of four-footed beasts of the earth, and wild 
beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air. 
And there came a voice to him, Bise, Peter; kill, and 
eat. But Peter said, Not so. Lord ; for I have never 
eaten any thing that is common or unclean. And 
the voice spake unto him again the second time. 
What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common. 
This was done thrice : and the vessel was received up 
again into heaven.'^ 

This remarkable vision was to teach Peter an im- 
portant lesson — ^that the blood of redemption had ob- 
literated all distinctions between the holy race and 
the Gentiles, a distinction which had heretofore been 
symbolized by clean and unclean beasts ; that there 
was a perfect equality between all men — ^as men — 
before God ; that God was the Creator and Friend of 
all — the v/rvi/oersal Father^ — and that Christ was the 
Saviour and Brother of all. Slow to learn this great 
lesson, his Jewish lips cry out in response to the com- 
naand " Kill, and eat," " Not so. Lord ; for I have never 
eaten any thing that is common or unclean." 
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Prejudice is an evil Bpirit not easily cast out of the 
human mind. Haixily yet is the entire Church free 
from its pernicious influence. Even now you wiU not 
seldom hear the cry, " Not so, Lord," from the pious 
lips of the astonished and scandalized disciples. Oan 
a Christian fellowship believers, of aU names, sub- 
scribing to various specific formulas, who yet sin- 
cerely accept Christ as Teacher and Master ? 

"Not so. Lord,'' lustily shouts many a modem 
Peter. Are there not high ecclesiastical walls sur- 
rounding sections of the Church to-day, outside of 
which there is believed to be no true discipleshipand 
no salvation. Yes, there is unquestionably bigotry 
in the Church of to-day. But in his own way the 
radical, the skeptic, the free-religionist, and the ag- 
nostic is alike the bigoted slave of prejudice. 

Let us heed this divine rebuke of all unscriptural 
distinctions in Christ's kingdom. Is it not time that 
we should have done with this unseemly spirit of 
caste in the Church which Christ purchased with his 
own blood, and founded for the publishing and ex- 
emplification of his pure and purifying truth ? Is it 
quite certain that the Master approves of the distinc- 
tions which still obtain in the Christian Church? 
What is the basis of these distinctions? Wealth, 
social position, color, and nameless other foolish 
dividing lines. Are these recognized in that com- 
monwealth,, founded by Christ, in which we are aU 
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eqnally " fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the 
household of faith ? " Does the " color-line/' which, 
north and sonth, divides the worshipers of the same 
Lord and " brethren beloved " in the same " house- 
hold of faith,'^ find recognition in ov/r sacred Magna 
Chartaf 

And if a time Christian expediency has hitherto 
been a sufficient justification of these distinctions, 
are we not far enough on in the Christian ages to 
allow Christian principle to assert its authority 
and to lift the whole Church, over all this re- 
deemed earth, up to its pure and inspiring heights? 
Shall we not, then, speedily batter down all walls of 
pride and class and bigoted exclusiveness, which 
Christ himself has not erected ? Shall not the entire 
Church learn anew this great lesson taught to Peter, 
and henceforth " What God hath cleansed " — ^by the 
blood of redemption and by the sanctification of the 
Spirit — ^that, let no one of Christ's disciples call 
"common or unclean?" 

While Peter hesitated, the messengers from Cor- 
nelius arrived; Peter received them cordially, re- 
sponded to the call, and returned with them to 
Cesarea. Cornelius narrated his vision to the apos- 
tle, who, after the recital, yielded to the heavenly 
teaching, declaring to aU present, "Of a truth I 
perceive that God is no respecter of persons: but 
in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh 
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righteousness, is accepted with him." Then he" zeal- 
ously preached Jesus to Cornelius and to his friends ; 
the Holy Ghost fell on all them that heard the word. 
They were immediately baptized and received into 
fellowship with the infant Church. 

m. How much does all this teach concerning the 
sufficiency of moral excellence for the individual 
character, or the sufficiency of natural religion for 
the race? 

Let us be candid. God does set a value upon moral 
excellence. Good works springing from right mo- 
tives wre good in his sight. Prayer and alms from 
every honest Cornelius go up to God "as a me- 
morial." 

The attitude which orthodoxy has sometimes as- 
sumed toward moral men outside the Church, has 
undoubtedly been unwise, if not unjust. Nothing is 
gained, but much is lost, when Christian teachers 
speak in unguarded terms too disparagingly of moral 
virtues and of good deeds. Whether there be or be 
not a hereafter, it is far better to be moral than im- 
moral, to be chaste than licentious, to be honest and 
honorable than to be false and base. 

And more : true moral excellence in a sincere 
character is an important and hopeful foundation 
upon which to build the Christian and heaven-endur- 
ing structure. Integrity, truthfulness, conscientious- 
ness, incorruptibility, fidelity to obligations, are 
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valnable foundation-stones for a worthy Christian 
character. It ought never to be said or intimated 
in a Christian pulpit that a man is no better with 
these qualities than without them. He is better, 
beyond question, in God's sight, and, if he do not 
^*2^^ in these, he is on a safer road to heaven than the 
vicious and profligate. He will be more likely to 
have an open ear for "the truth as it is in Jesus.'' 

It is not a matter of surprise that thoughtful 9ien 
of this dass are sometimes alienated from the Church 
if they find themselves indiscriminately classed with 
criminals and vagabonds without a word of quaUfica- 
tion or explanation. And this may possibly have 
sometimes happened when the religious teacher was 
hardly aware of the implication which his words con- 
tained, while he was vigorously emphasizing the 
deeper necessities of man. 

Let us, then, put a right estimate on moral charac- 
ter and good works. The misguided religionist says, 
"Good for nothing;" the moralist says, "Good for 
every thing;" Gk)d says, "Good according to the 
spirit that prompts them." 

It is important that this whole question of the re- 
lations between morality and religion, and character, 
should be better understood. The imputation of 
teaching a religion that does not fully recognize the 
value of morality, and positively aid in its develop- 
ment, is a libel upon Christianity. It is the glory of 
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the Christian religion that it alone, among all the re- 
ligions of mankind, contains an absolutely perfect 
system of morals, inseparably connected with the 
warp and woof of its facts and doctrines and duties. 
And it is an historic fact which cannot be gainsaid, 
that wherever Christianity haa been intelligently and 
faithfully presented the highest type of character 
and the purest morals have been its unfailing fruits. 
And yet it is quite possible that the moral element 
in Christianity is sometimes less emphasized than the 
spiritual — its teachings concerning obligations to man 
less clearly recognized and less sharply put than are 
its enjoined obligations to God. But the religion of 
Christ is not chargeable with such confusion of ideas, 
or failure in application of Christian ethics. It is 
not only a Oo^pd of Grace^ but a Go»pd of Cha/r- 
cieter; and so do its true teachers and disciples pre- 
sent it to man. It does recognize all that is good in 
man; but in seeking his highest development it bids 
him beware of trusting his own deceitful heart, and 
of seeking to build his character on the sandy foun- 
dation of self-righteousness. But the Bible every- 
where shows a generous appreciation of honesty, and 
of all the virtues that are sometimes classed under the 
term "natural goodness.'* It goes so far as to war- 
rant us in acknowledging that no thoroughly sincere 
man, possessing moral earnestness, and conscientiously 
following the light he has, will evei miss heaven. 
18 
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The Divine Father will never deny his paternal nat- 
ure by casting off, like an unnatural parent, such an 
honest, faithful right-doer. " In every nation he 
that f eareth God and worketh righteousness is ac- 
cepted of him." 

But conceding all this, in the spirit of Christian 
candor, what is there in this narrative to prove — 
what is sometimes assumed — ^that simple morality is 
all that a man needs to fit him for heaven, and that the 
religion of nature is all-sufficient. Where does this 
interesting history imply that the moralist does not 
need Ohristianity, and that the Grospel is a super- 
fluity ? Do we find any real similarity between Cor- 
nelius, and the moralist, or the naturalist, or the deist, 
of Christian lands ? 

He was no mere moralist; he placed no dependence 
on.good works. He was a devout worshiper of God, 
eminently religious, regarding with high conscien- 
tiousness not only all his obligations to his fellow-men, 
but the higher obligations which bound him to his 
Maker. He was, moreover, listening to catch the 
voice of God, ready to take any advanced step to 
which the divine light might lead him. He received 
the Gospel, was baptized, and united with the Church 
under the influence of the first Gospel sermon that 
he ever heard. 

Where is the man standing aloof from Christianity 
and the Church, however virtuous and noble his 
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character, who can take his place beside Cornelius? 
He gave his whole being to Christ, and his name and 
fortune to the infant Church, when its doctrines 
were derided by the multitude, and its simple band 
of adherents were feeble and despised, though in this 
act his position and fortune were imperiled. You, my 
friend, withhold from Christ, heart and name and 
sersdce, though his truth has been substantiated by the 
cumulative evidence of the Christian centuries, and 
his Church has been crowned with the glorious vic- 
tories of over eighteen hundred years of unparalleled 
history. Cornelius saw and rejoiced in the light of 
this Sun of Hope when first He rose above the hori- 
zon ; you see Him ascending in full-orbed splendor to 
the very zenith — ^flashing his glories over all the 
earth — ^and, with his burning beams dazzling your 
very eyes, wonder if it is not the twinkling of some 
faint star. 

O, friends, let us follow Cornelius to the full em- 
brace of Christ before we claim brotherhood with him ! 

But more : this entire history teaches us that even 
this man's singularly pure character was not in its 
natural state sufficient, and could only find complete- 
ness in Christ. Devout, benevolent, sincere, and 
thoroughly imbued with moral honesty and moral 
earnestness, he yet needed the added grace and 
strength which Christ alone can give. Were his 
condition and character all that could be desired. 
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were he the model man for the ages, why did not 
God leave hhn as he was? The vision, the angel 
message, all the caref ally detailed working of divine 
and human agencies, prove how important it was in 
God's view that Cornelius should have the farther 
light of the GospeL God's eye was upon him, and 
his Spirit had followed him through the years of 
honest search for truth. This fear of God, these 
many and great excellences of character, were not the 
product of nature alone, but of gracious influence 
and of divine help already afforded. The spiritual 
appebite as well as the spiritual pabulum was from 
God. And now God will not leave him until he 
brings him face to face with the " truth as it is in 
Jesus." This is what God seeks to do for every sin- 
cere souL The blessing of sincerity is not so much 
that it saves in itself as that it leads to Christ, the 
only Saviour of men. 

This, then, is the prime thought that underlies this 
entire subject. There is no completeness of char- 
acter, of happiness, or of life, apart from Jesus 
Christ. " For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the 
Godhead bodily, and ye are complete in him" — ^and 
only in him — " which is the head of all principality 
and power." He is the end of all seeking, of all do- 
ing, of all living. Glorious end t Shall you or I stop 
short of it? 

Grant that you are thoroughly moral; is it not 
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better to be Christly too ? Grant that the foundation 
of your character is laid in high moral excellence ; shall 
not the building go up in strength and beauty? 
And what if Christ's hands shall help to lay the costly 
stones, and the Spirit's fingers shall give the struct- 
ure touches of beauty which no human power can 
equal? Can you forbid ? Would you not rather be 
" God's building," and stand the fires of judgment 
and the ordeal of the world to come— enduring and 
glorious — ^than to be the fragile structure of human 
build, only to crumble and fall at the first shock of 
the coming day ? 

What if in winter you say, " The air is crisp and 
bracing, the hearth-fire is cheerful ; I want no better 
climate than this?" Will you shut yourself in 
from nature when spring comes with warm breath 
and warbling birds and blossoming trees and emerald 
fields, and summer with affluent fiowers, and autumn 
with glowing days and golden fruits ? Is it nothing, 
because winter is good, that God shall give you these 
crowning glories of the circling year? You, my 
friend out of Christ, are in the winter of life ; and 
when God in the Gospel of his Son brings you the 
blessed sunshine of spring and summer to thaw the 
icy heart, and make the flowers of Eden to bloom 
again there, and the fruits of Paradise to hang in 
purple clusters, can you prefer the chilling, barren 
winter still? 
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Nay, rather let us each eay, Come, O blessed light 
and fragrant breath of Gospel spring-time 1 Oome, 
O sunny day of summer hope in Christ! Come, 
O refreshing breezes from the heavenly hills, O 
clustered fruit of Calvary's vintage ! Come, O rich 
autumnal fuUness of life and joy in Christ! 

''Dark the night, the snow is falling ; 
Through the storm are voices calling, 
Guides mistaken and misleading, 
Far from home, and help receding : 

Vain is all those voices say 1 

Show me Thy way I 

'' Blind am I, as those who guide me ; 
Let me feel thee close beside mel 
Come as light into my being 1 
Unto me be eyes, All-seeing 1 

Hear my hearths one wish, I pray! 

Show me Thy way! 

'' Thou must lead me, and none other, 
Truest Lover, Friend, and Brother; 
Thou art my soul's shelter, whether 
Stars gleam out, or tempests gather. 

In Thy presence night is day: 

Show me Thy way 1 " 
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THE FAITHFUL DISCIPLE. 
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** Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ" 

— Paul. 



"Feelings come and go like light troops following the victory of 
the present; but principles, like troops of the line, are undisturbed, 
and stand last*'— Bicuteb. 
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** Holding faith, and a good conscience ; which some having put away, 
concerning faith have made shipwreck." — 1 Timothy i, 19. 

THE quiet lakes and hiUs of the Scottish highlands 
have a beauty all their own, which charms the 
beholder, even though he may have witnessed the 
glories of Alpine heights and the dazzling splendors 
of the Orient. So, in the study of human character, 
there is many a valuable lesson to be learned from 
those around whose head no aureola circles, and over 
whose lives no mystic glamour hangs. 

To-day we give our thought to the study of one of 
the more quiet, yet one of the most beautiful and 
faultless, characters presented in the Sacred Record. 
A character not majestically great, as Paul, the peer- 
less leader of the early Christian Church, or Moses, 
the heroic commander and astute statesman, or Dan- 
iel, the immaculate prime-minister, but great in a 
combination of those qualities which, if less brilliant, 
are not less essential to manly strength and genuine 
success in life. 

Besides, this modest young man Timothy is brought 
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all the nearer to us, and the lessons of his life are all 
the more valuable for us, because he stands before us 
lifted to no heights of circumstantial greatness, but 
treads the common paths of humble, faithful service 
which we are called to pursue. He is one of those 
youths, too seldom found, who exalt the lowliest 
walks of life and shine conspicuously by their fidelity 
in every sphere of duty. 

Timothy's early youth, so far as outward circum- 
stances affected it, was not spent under favorable sur- 
roundings. The small provincial city of Lystra, at 
the base of the Black Mountains, in the district of 
Lycaonia in Asia Minor, was probably his home. The 
population was rude and superstitious, accepting fully 
the old heathen mythology, and demoralized by its 
corrupting influences. Had the character of Timothy 
been formed amid such influences as these only, the 
world might never have heard his name. 

But amid that thick darkness of heathendom shone 
one clear light, and that light was in the home of 
Timothy. There the fires of a pure devotion burned 
ever on the household altar. Timothy's mother was 
a devout Jewess, and trained her boy in the Jewish 
faith. His father was a Gentile of Hellenic extrac- 
tion, but whether he died while Timothy was but a 
child, or lived on with nothing worthy of mention to 
mark his influence, certain it is that the mother's 
hand molded the son, and the mother's faith, as is 
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nsnallj the case, wrapped him in its pare, protecting 
folds. 

Into this wild region, with its uncultured pagan 
inhabitants, came Paul and Barnabas preaching 
the new Gospel of Christianitj, on their first mis- 
sionary tour. On this visit we are introduced to a 
scene illustrating the contact of the Gospel with 
heathen superstitions. As Paul preached to the 
crowds gathered about him he wrought a miracle of 
healing on a cripple, lame from birth. The aston- 
ished Lystrians, seeing the lame man leaping for 
very joy, believed the gods of their mythology had 
really come among them. Jupiter was their tutelary 
deity ; without the city's gate stood his temple. The 
commanding figure of Barnabas was at once taken to 
be that of Jupiter himself, while the eloquent words 
of Paul, more slight and less commanding in form, 
marked him as Mercury, the god of eloquence, and 
Jupiter's customary attendant. The whole city was 
in a whirl of excitement. The priest, leading on the 
excited throng, with bulls and garlands for the sacri- 
ficial ceremony, hastened to pay the humble apostles 
divine honors. 

The scene is instructive, as furnishing one of those 
undesigned corroborations of the Scripture history 
which to the impartial mind verify its truthfulness. 
The reader of Ovid's "Metamorphoses" will recall 
the story of Baucis and Philemon, and remember, 
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with added interest, that the Bom^ii poet represents 
Jupiter and Mfercury as visiting, in human form, 
these very regions, and he will oee, in both evangelist 
and poet, the true representation of society, with new 
evidencje that the Inspired Becord is worthy of all 
credence. 

But no sooner does Paul repel their proffered 
honors, with earnest words of Christian reproof and 
entreaty, than there follows a sudden revulsion of 
feeling, and the unlettered crowd which had just 
hailed them as gods now pelt the apostles with 
stones. Paul, the chief speaker, is dragged, bruised 
and bleeding, without the gate, and left for dead. 
A few disciples the words of truth had made, and 
these stood around the apparently lifeless body of 
the apostle, when, as if by another miracle of res- 
urrection, he arose and went with them into the city. 

Among that little disciple band, listening with 
eager interest to every word of the apostles, and wit- 
nessing all these strange scenes, we may imagine a 
young man of slender figure, some sixteen years of 
age, with delicately chiseled features and serious 
face, wearing ever a thoughtful expression. That 
interesting youth was Timothy, the subject of our 
present study. Into his receptive heart the good 
seed of truth dropped ; the dews of heavenly grace 
fell on it, the divine Spirit fructified it, and faithful 
care cultured it, until the whole Christian world has 
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breathed the perfume of its flower and feasted on 
its rich fruitage. 

The missionary apostles departed ; the yonng and 
newly-made disciple remained, at least the one abid- 
ing and abundant reward of their labor, with all its 
attendant trials of stones and scars, of insult and of 
injury. 

It; was not, to the outward look, a hopeful prospect 
for this young convert to Christianity. Not a syna- 
gogue was in the city ; there was no large and en- 
thusiastic Church to stimulate and encourage the 
new beKever ; there were few, if any, congenial and 
helpful associates. What wonder had it been if the 
young man had never been heard of again among 
the ranks of Christian believers ? But he was heard 
of, and when, a year or two later, Paul revisited the 
scene of his labors and persecutions, to strengthen 
the converts, he found this young disciple a strong 
and vigorous Christian, and his associates in the 
little company of believers loud in praise of his 
excellences. 

Every young man, in village or city, in church or 
school, is making his record of character, and is bet- 
ter known, for good or for evil, than he thinks. 
Character is self-announcing, and conduct, be it of 
faithlessness or of fidelity, reports itself without the 
aid of stenographer or press. 

The discerning eye of Paul quickly perceived the 
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superior qualities of Timothy, and he urged him 
to put himself under his tuition and become his 
traveKng companion. For such a youth, under such 
circumstances, to attract the attention, secure the 
confidence, and keep, until death separated them, the 
friendship of the most illustrious man that all the 
ages have produced, argues the possession of the 
rarest qualities, and marks Timothy as one of earth's 
truest noblemen. 

It is not our purpose to linger long on the outward 
history of Timothy, intensely interesting as that his- 
tory is, with all its vicissitudes of travel and advent- 
ure, by sea and by land, in companionship with his 
distinguished teacher and master, the incomparable 
PauL Enough there was in such a life to test the 
character of any man, and if he had not possessed 
the material of which heroes and martyrs are made, 
the historic record would have broken off long before 
the crown of martyrdom was put upon the head of 
either the apostle or his attendant. 

But, as it was, these two hearts and two lives were 
thenceforth knit together by indissoluble bonds ; and 
the faithful servant shared the toil and the glory of 
the chief of the apostles till his final martyrdonu 

We can only allude to that parting scene when the 
youth of eighteen summers, with manly purpose 
stamped upon his brow and tears coursing down his 
fair cheeks, kissed his mother a fond adieu, and, 
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with her benedictions on his head, went forth to his 
untried and strange life-work. 

Rongh paths are to be trodden ; hardships to be en- 
dured ; trials and buffetings to be his daily experience. 
He is soon at Philippi with Paul and Silas, but his 
youthful appearance, it may be, spares him their 
prison fate. At Thessalonica he takes his share of 
the rough treatment which the enraged mob metes 
out to this evangelistic trio. At Berea he joins gladly 
in the work of instructing the willing and studious 
listeners. At Athens, probably, he joins, for a little 
time, his master, anxiously waiting his coming after 
a short separation, and views with wonder the bab- 
bling crowd, the disputative philosophers, and the 
shrines of multiplied divinities. Climbing the Hill 
of Mars and the steep Acropolis, he beholds with 
admiration the peerless Parthenon and the imposing 
statue of Minerva, sharing, meanwhile, the apostle's 
deep solicitude when he sees this center of art and of 
learning wholly given to idolatry. 

He is soon with Paul at Corinth — ^the gay, spectac- 
ular, and corrupt seat of luxury and dissipation — 
beholding sights which shock the Christian sense and 
grieve the virtuous heart — ^the conspicuous temple of 
Venus, with its sensuous worship, on the Acrocorin- 
thus, and many another scene which a youth less 
strong and stable than was he could only have be- 
held with peril of character. His feet soon tread 
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the sacred soil of Jerusalem, and later lie is winning 
friends among plebeians and nobles in classic Home, 
as the salutations in the letters of Paul, written from 
the city of the seven hills, clearly show. 

Sometimes he is with Paul, sometimes he is alone, 
commissioned by the apostle to fulfill some deliqate 
and difficult mission in the Churches which the mis- 
sionary apostle had established. Every-where he 
exhibits the same distinguishing traits, the same 
trustworthy character, and at thirty years of age, or 
younger, he is ordained bishop of Ephesus, the proud 
and splendid city of the East — a post of vast respon- 
sibility, where Christianity and idolatry came into 
strong conflict, and great wisdom was required to 
superintend the struggling Church. 

Looking now at that young man, rising out of such 
surroundings to such a summit of honorable distinc- 
tion, we ask. What was there m his chwracter that 
made him what he hecamef What distinguished 
him from hundreds of other youths, apparently true 
converts of the Christian faith, beginning their Chris- 
tian career under circumstances far more auspicious, 
giving larger promise of splendid years of faithful 
service, yet, alas! making only a sad record of utter 
failure, of inconstancy marked by periodic spasms of 
deceptive promise, or of an indiflEerent mediocrity in 
religious attainment, scarcely distinguishable from the 
avowed worldling. 
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The questioD is important at any time, for the mo- 
mentous interests of the Christian Church and of the 
world are intimately connected with it ; but it is es- 
pecially fraught with interest and importance now, 
when so many young people have assumed the vows 
of discipleship and have taken their places in the Chris- 
tian ranks.* One cannot but tremble while he rejoices 
at the evident trophies of grace, afi he remembers the 
mournful wrecks of Christian faith that lie stranded 
all along the shores of human experience. We 
canpot but unitedly and earnestly implore the Spirit 
to illumine our minds and carry conviction to our 
hearts, with divine force, while we seek with honest 
purpose to learn the lessons which the study of so 
strong and beautiful a character as that of Timothy 
teaches us. 

Timothy stands before us as the representative of 
cha/racter rather than of sentiment in religion. 

The religion of sentiment is a far more common 
article, I fear, even in Churchly circles, than the re- 
ligion of character. The one is cheaply obtained, the 
other costs the price of earnest endeavor; the one is 
a natural growth from a corrupt, though religiously 
awakened, nature, the other is a spiritual product, se- 
cured by human co-operation with the divine agency; 
the one touches the emotiojial nature only, the other 
reaches down to the secret springs of being ; the one 

♦ This lecture was originally delivered after* an extensive revival 
19 
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has respect to dogmas, the other to principles; the 
one regards ceremonies, the other looks to the life; 
the one is fleeting as a morning clond, the other en- 
dures through all vicissitades; the one is a dew-drop 
sparkling in the son to vanish the next hour, the 
other is a diamond flashing forth its brilliance in 
darkest night as in brightest day; the one is false, 
the other true ; the one is bom of earth, the other is 
bom of God, allied to the skies, and aspiring ever to 
its heavenly birthplace. 

Nothing is more common than to mistake the re- 
ligion of sentiment for the religion of character. 
You catch the one by infection — ^by the sympathy 
which flows from crowds, through natures religiously 
aroused ; you secure the other only by bringing tl^e 
individual soul into the presence-chamber of its Gtod, 
there, alone with him, to settle the solemn question 
of duty and destiny, and thenceforth to m^tain con- 
stant and conscious personal communion with the 
unseen but living Jehovah. 

You can readily see how easy it iBtomdsiake a re- 
ligious sentiment, a good desire, a momentary resolu- 
tion, a flow of sympathetic feeling, a gush of tender 
and joyful emotion, for genuine religion; and yet 
such an experience does not radically touch the char- 
acter, does not regenerate the nature, does not recon- 
stract the life-plan, does not reform settled habits, 
does not materially change the life. 
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The Scriptures are full of delineations of such 
fruitless experiences, and fraught with solemn 
warnings against them. Trees with withering leaf 
and fruitless branches, seeds that yield no harvest, 
blossoms fading and f alUng into nothingness, clouds 
without rain, the morning dew so quickly exhaled, 
the shallow soil underlaid with rock, promising 
much, but producing nothing except the stalk — ^these 
and countless others are the sad but truthful images 
which revelation faithfully employs to guard us against 
religious deception and failure. 

Would we might all heed the warning voice and 
learn the lessons of divine wisdom ! But the Church 
goes on, too often with a zeal untempered by 
knowledge, multiplying her professed converts, not 
too numerously, but with all too little mbsequent 
ca/re cmd patient culture to build up stalwart Chris- 
tian character, and utilize, for Christ and for his 
Church the material she has labored so zealously to 
get in hand. 

Let it, then, be understood, and ever kept in mind, 
that no religion is of any worth that does not lay its 
mighty hand of transforming power on the charac- 
ter and mold it into conformity to God's will and 
word. Such was the power of that "unfeigned 
faith" which quickened the heart and shaped the 
life of Timothy, the young Lystrian convert. It 
was a faith that crystallized into character — ^pure, 
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strong, enduring, Christly character, worthy of all 
study and imitation. Let us observe some of its 
more prominent features. 

The character of Timothy was gromided on Script- 
ure knowledge, developed under an enlightened con- 
science, guarded by constant vigilance, perfected by 
assidnous culture. 

Its underlying basis was a knowledge of GocPs 
word. One stroke of the apostle's pen, when writing 
from his Eoman prison to Timothy, reveals a secret 
worth more to any youth than mines of gold : " From 
a child thou hast known the holy Scriptures^ which 
are able to make thee wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus." It was that knowl- 
edge of God's truth and God's ways of dealing with 
men, revealed in the Old Testament, which he had 
so carefully studied, that gave him the attentive ear, 
the thoughtful mind, the receptive heart, as he list- 
ened with that rude crowd to the words of Paul and 
Barnabas. It was that knowledge which prepared 
the heart for the seed of truth and caused that seed 
to remain, yielding its bountiful fruitage of purified 
character, while the " fowls of the air " snatched the 
seed from other hearts. 

There is a sound philosophy in the statement that 
a knowledge of God's word and wiH must form the 
basis and inspiration of every truly religious charac- 
ter. An intelligent idea underlies and inspires every 
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intelligent purpose ; and that idea has respect to the 
object toward which the purpose is directed. A 
right religious decision, having respect to the soul's 
relations to God and its individual responsibility, can 
only rest on some intelligent conception of God, 
some clear knowledge of duty, some conviction of 
God's requirements. 

And such religious conviction and purpose, with 
their resultants of character and conduct, will de- 
pend largely on the fullness of the mind's knowl- 
edge and the clearness of its idea of God — ^his truth, 
his law, his love, his all-helpful power. So true is 
it that " The entrance of " his " word giveth light,'' 
and that " All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the 
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unto all good works." 

And thus it is that one fruitful cause of failure in 
a religious life is ignorance of God's word and indis- 
position to study its inspired truth. The most hope- 
ful sign of modem times is the apparently increasing 
interest in the study of the Bible and the facilities to 
aid in a thorough understanding of its marvelous treas- 
ures of wisdom, more priceless than the wealth of 
worlds besides. But this hopeful sign has its accom- 
panying peril, and awakens in the thoughtful mind 
just apprehensions. The danger of our age is that the 
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Sabbathnschool or the Church, or some organizatioriy 
called by whatever name, will be accepted as a substi- 
tute for parental instruction amdi/ndvoidual simdy ; 
that the parent will commit to some other hand the 
sacred charge of the child's religious training, and 
the individual disciple will trust to his Sabbath Bible- 
lesson for a knowledge of the Scriptures, which only 
patient, daily, enthusiastic study can give. 

That mother, Eunice, daily and faithfully giving 
her child Timothy lessons of divine wisdom out of 
the Book of God, is a picture and pattern which 
every mother and every father of our day should 
ponder and imitate ; and the fruit of that loving la- 
bor, as seen in Timothy's after-life, should encourage 
every parent to like fidelity in pre-occupying the vir- 
gin soil of childhood mind with the vital seeds of 
God's all-fructifying truth. 

And if any young man would stand beside Timothy 
in Christian attainment, let him seek to imitate him 
in Christian knowledge. Let none of us, young 
friends, delude ourselves with the vain hope that 
our religion is any thing more than a mere sen- 
timent if it be not the product of a living com- 
munion with God, through the habitual, diligent 
study and practice of his revealed word. 

But the truth of God is not simply a thing to be 
lea/med; it is rather to be lived; not knowledge to 
be stored in the memory, but to be "hid in" the 
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** heart ; " not truth to be assented to as a dogma, bnt 
tmth to be incorporated into the character, translated 
in the life. It is a fearful thing to " hold the truth 
in unrighteousness," to refuse to yield to its rightful 
Bway, to know what we do not practice, to profess 
belief in solemn verities which have no practical, ap- 
preciable influence over our lives. 

And this leads me to observe that in the character 
of Timothy, as in that of Paul and every other 
worthy man of Bible history or of modern times, 
conscience was the supreme governing power of his 
entire nature. 

Here, again, we touch a vital distinction between 
the religion of sentiment and the religion of char- 
acter. The one seems only to dally with the affections 
and toy with the emotions, while the conscience, true 
monarch of the man and master of his powers, slum- 
bers on in undisturbed indifference, or, if awakened* 
weakly and vainly struggles to gain the ascendency 
which passion and appetite and habit still maintain. 
But true religion makes conscience regnant, puts the 
whole being under its subjection, and thus recon- 
structs character after the new and divine order, 
with the lower, animal nature subservient, and the 
higher and heaven-bom nature dominant. 

By this sign may we know how to distinguish be- 
tween the false and the true in religion. True religion 
has to do primarily and chiefly with the conscience, 
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reaching and tranefonning the entire nature through 
its enthronement ; false and sentimental religion leaves 
the conscience undeveloped and powerless. Do we 
ask what is the process ? x 

First, true religion enUgktena the conscience^ pour- 
ing its rays of divine illumination in upon this divine 
faculty, giving the man clear apprehensions of duty, 
removing the film from his blinded eyes, lifting him 
up above the murky atmosphere of ignorance and 
superstition and animalism, and giving him visions of 
God, duty, possibility, destiny, that ravish the soul, 
and place him in a new world. Thus, true religion 
gives a pure conscience, enlightened, instructed, and 
in harmony with God's truth. Such was the con- 
science of Timothy. 

But this is not all : genuine religion awakens cmd 
stimulates conscience to perform its true functions as 
rightful ruler of the soul's powers, and asserts its 
authority. An awakened and sensitive conscience, 
quick to detect wrong, shrinking from the approach 
of sin, as the sensitive plant shrinks from the touch 
of the hand, is the legitimate and certain consequent 
of genuine conversion. 

Nor is this the total result. True religion always 
and absolutely enthrones conscience / puts the crown 
of royalty on its head, the scepter of empire in its 
hand, proclaims its rightful authority and accepts its 
mandate as law. And it is thus that the superlative 
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value of religion is manifest. It is not so much that 
it gives its possessor a joyous experience on earth, or 
a blissful heaven beyond ; but it is that it brings his 
whole being into harmony with God, and makes his 
entire life an exalted, glorified existence, a sublime 
moral victory. 

When, then, you see one apparently begin the 
Christian life by an avowed acceptance of Christ, 
and by promised allegiance to him, who yet per- 
mits the old habits of self-indulgence, or indolence, or 
negligence of Christian difty, to hold him in their 
grasp, how can you but breathe a sigh as you remem- 
ber that there is one more victim of deception, one 
more stumbling-block in the true path of life. Nay, 
more than that : when you see one thus starting forth 
in a professedly new life, whose heart does not kindle 
with new aspirations and bum with high resolve to 
be and to do all that is best and noblest, you cannot 
but be convinced that he has missed the true con- 
ception of the Christian life and has mistaken some 
sentimental feeling for genuine religion. For when 
the eye of the soul is really opened to perceive Truth 
in her beauty and royalty, and when her solemn voice 
is heard calling on to her illuminated paths and up 
her glowing heights, there is no vision and no voice 
besides that can chaim the willing captive away from 
her fascinating supremacy. 

Toung friends, there is a kind of religion, falsely 
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BO-called, too current in society, which is not only 
false, but so false as to be positively and iinmeasurably 
harmful, because it is a serious hinderance to true 
Christian growth and development of character. A 
religion that does not enthrone conscience, that does 
not 8ta/rt its subject on the way to aU loftiness and 
nobleness of being, and urge him to self-conquest and 
to worthy achievement, is not the heaven-bom fire and 
faith which stirred the heart of Timothy and lifted 
him to such a summit of pre-eminence. 

Conscience must be king. Themistocles proposed to 
the Athenians to bum thp fleets of the allies that were 
in the port of Athens, and thus secure to themselves 
greater glory. " The project is useful," said Aristides, 
"but it is unjust." That simple speech saved the 
Athenians from attempting to secure an advantage by 
an act of injustice. This act and others of similar char- 
acter gave to Aristides his title of " Aristides the Just." 

Trae religion, again I say, puts this rightful mler. 
Conscience, on the throne, and yields to his ennobling 
sway. Nothing can be admitted into the life that is 
not absolutely just and right. 

And thus it will appear that religion is supreme or 
it is virtually powerless; it is every thing or it is 
nothii^; it rules or it misleads; it transforms the 
character or it is a sickly sentiment. 

Thus Timothy, grounded in the tmth, with God's 
word his unerring guide, with conscience enthroned, 
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and his whole life brought under the sovereignty' of 
Duty, grew to pre-eminence in Christian character ; 
grew in favor with all who knew him ; grew in ef- 
ficiency in the Master's work ; grew in all strong and 
worthy qualities; became strengthened in habits of 
self-denial and resistance to evil. 

Timothy did not drifts on the current of his own 
nature, into this exalted excellence. Direct and ear- 
nest endeavor to excel in goodness became the one ab- 
sorbing end, the one all-governing law, of his life. 
Vainly does many a young disciple imagine that 
moral excellence, unlike any other good of life, will 
come to him without diligent seeking. As well hope 
to be a scholar without study, an athlete without 
physical training, a successful merchant without a 
knowledge of figures or letters, as to be a true Chris- 
tian by idle drifting. No, young friends, it is not 
thus the heights of Christian excellence are reached. 

Let Dante teach us that, 

" Not on flowery beds, or under shade 
Of canopy, reposing, heaven is won." 

Let another poet ring in our ears these inspiring 
words of wisdom : 

"No man e'er gained a happy life by chance. 
Or yawned it into being with a wish." 

"We must imbibe the spirit of Timothy, who en- 
dured " hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ," 
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and of Timothy's yet more illustrious teacher, accept- 
ing his motto as our own, " Forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things 
which are before, I yress toward the mark for the 
prize," if we would seize that prize of genuine Chris- 
tian character and exalted Christian attainment. 

There was also a beautiful symmetry in the char- 
acter of Timothy. With such a groundwork of early 
Christian nurture, with such a dominating purpose, 
with such a faithful teacher and monitor as Paul, 
with such a teachable and obedient spirit as Timothy 
possessed, with such readiness to be and to suffer, to 
do and to dare, what else should we look for but a 
character so faultless, a life so true and steadfast. 

There was a never-swerving fidelity to principle; 
there was a never-resting and never- wearying activity 
in well-doing ; there was a constant stirring "up of the 
gift" that was in him ; there was tenderness that mani- 
fested itself in "tears," not seldom flowing, which 
Paul so well remembered in his prison ; there was 
courage which dared to face any foe that needed to 
be faced, and to "fight the good fight of faith;" 
there was a singular unselfishness which won for him 
commendation above Barnabas or Luke or Titus, or 
any of the other companions of St. Paul, who writes 
encouragingly to the Philippians that he hopes soon 
to send Timotheus to them, and affectionately adds, 
" I have no man like-minded, who will naturally care 
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for your state." There was a trustworthiness in this 
young disciple that led the sagacious apostle to com- 
mit to him the most important duties and responsible 
trusts, such as the adjustment of difficulties and the 
settlement of grave and important questions relating 
to the government of the early churches. 

But time fails me, and I cannot further prolong 
the study of the character of this most estimable and 
exemplary young man. I would, my friends, that 
each of you might partake of his spirit and emulate his 
virtues ; that you might be as well grounded in the 
truth of the Inspired Volume ; might study it with 
equal diligence, and practice it with equal applica- 
tion ; might "stir up the gift that is in you," as did 
he ; might begin your Christian life with as high a 
purpose, and prosecute it with as undeviating fidel- 
ity; might "study to show yourselves- approved 
unto God," workmen that need " not to be ashamed," 
as he did; might "flee youthful lusts," separate 
yourselves from all the corrupting and enfeebling in- 
fluences of the world and the flesh, and become 
"vessels unto honor, sanctified, and meet for the 
Master's use." 

Need I remind you of what inestimable value it 
was to Timothy that his religious life, his life of con- 
scientious devotion to truth and duty, reoLched hack 
to his earliest daysf There were no long, black, 
guilty years of sin and willful disregai'd of Gk)d's 
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commands; no ^^ sowing the wild oats" of dissipat- 
ing f oUy to reap forever their abundant and bitter 
fruits; no habits of wrong-doing so strongly in- 
trenched in the nature as to hold defiantly their cit- 
adel in spite of pious resolves and feeble attempts to 
break their fearful tyranny. No ; all this was saved 
by that life of contmrnoua goochieaSj beginning at the 
mother's side and flowing on, uninterruptedly, like 
the music of heaven, to the martyr's grave and trans- 
lation to the skies. 

Ah, my young brethren, it were far better that 
. the Paradise of early innocence shovld never he lost 
than that it should be lost and regained, even if it 
were always possible that it might he regained, or 
certain that such would be the end. Do not for a 
moment believe that squandered years, and wasted 
energies, and indurated hearts, and violated con- 
sciences, and alienated aflEections, and world-loving 
natures, and deep-rooted habits of evil, and impure 
imaginations, are things that can be swept away by a 
sigh of remorse or a tear of sorrow or a look toward 
heaven, and become as though they had not been. 
No, no 1 

" The white stone, unfractured, ranks as most precious^ 
The blue lotus, unblemished, has the sweetest perfume." 

Let these words of the apostle, written for the eye 
of young Timothy, and ever heeded by this rare 
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youth, be also yov^ solemn and salutary admonition : 
" Kee^ thyBdf jpureP 

Timothy achieved life's greatest victory — self -con- 
qtcest. The body was servant, the soul was sov- 
ereign ; the mind was master, the passions were held 
in complete subjection. No man is great without this 
highest greatness of victory over the animal nature. 

So self-denying was this youth, so abstinent, that 
even in that sunnier clime and in those earlier days 
when the fruit of the vine was a very common bev- 
erage, Timothy, though in delicate health and often 
exposed to great hardships, would not touch a drop 
of wine, even medicinally, without being urged by 
his inspired father in the Gospel to treat himself 
with less rigor and use slightly, and as a medicine, 
that which might be advantageous to his enfeebled 
health. 

Would that all our young men would cultivate 
a like abstemiousness, and keep themselves under 
a like rigorous regimen. Call it asceticism, or Pu- 
ritanism, or whatever opprobrious term you please ; 
it manifests a moral earnestness, a strong purpose, 
an exacting self-discipline, which is the very stuflE of 
which manhood is made. And where there is one 
who errs in the direction of over-rigidness, there are ten 
thousand and more whose boasted liberty sends them 
reeling over the precipices of ruin, or keeps them in 
the overcrowded ranks of self-indulgent mediocrity. 
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It is Shakespeare, greatest of dramatists, who 

says : 

" Give me that man 
That is not passion's slave, and I will wear him 
In my heart's core, ay, in my heart of heart." 

Shall we rise with Timothy to this summit of 
power, with the crown of self-conquest on our brow, 
and the great poet's laudation sounding inspiringly 
in our ears? 

Do you ask what came of such a life as this of the 
true and trusty Timothy? What were its results 
on earth, its rewards here, and beyond ? Ah, who 
can measure or recite them ? To be associated with 
the greatest of earth's great men in the founding 
and up-building of the early Church of Christ; to 
share in the toils and trials, in the confidence and 
love, of one so pre-eminent as the apostle Paul ; to 
have his name handed down through all future time, 
honorably coupled with the master-spirit of the ages ; 
to have lived a life so pure and true that myriads of 
youths in the succeeding generations of men shall 
study it as an example and rise to life's sublimities 
while they study and imitate — this surely is a fruit- 
age of life which Gabriel might covet, and the King 
of Heaven himself counted as highest good. 

Let us cherish the memory of this devout and 
noble youth. I can never forget one sunny after- 
noon in May, when passing out the Ostian gate in 
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Borne, and visiting the Churcli of Tre Fontane, the 
traditional site of St. Paulas martyrdom, and return- 
ing with saddened heart and pensive mind, burdened 
with the memories awakened by so many tender and 
precious associations, I entered the great basilica of 
St. Paul's, erected over the spot where his body is 
supposed, not without reasonable grounds, to rest. I 
wandered thoughtfully among its lofty Corinthian 
columns of polished granite. I gazed, half-bewil- 
dered, upon its gorgeous baldacchino supported on 
four pillars of red alabaster, with their gilded capi- 
tals and Gothic canopy, and stood as one in a deli- 
cious delirium, half-dreaming, half-waking, before 
the tomb of that great man of God, St. Paul. 

A hallowed feeling took possession of the heart at 
the thought that I was presumably in the very pres- 
ence of such sacred dust. "Ah, to have seen him as 
he was in those days of his earthly struggle, to have 
shared in his labors and friendship," I said, " what a 
privilege to moiial! To see him hereafter and 
strike hands with him, as I hope to do, brightens 
the prospect of heaven and kindles desire to be there." 
And then, turning, my eye rested on another shrine, 
close by the tomb of St. Paul, less pretentious, but 
full of tender interest, bearing only this one word, 
which suggests a whole history in itself — " Tvmothei^'^ 

Here, then, most fittingly, tradition places, side by 

side, the remains of these two distinguished men, the 
20 
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apostle Paul and his own loved son in the Gospel, the 
faithful Timothy. United in life, knit together by 
most tender and sacred ties, well may they sleep to- 
gether in death, rise together in the resurrection, 
shine together through the unending years of heaven. 
O, illustrious heroes, standing now with that count- 
less throng of valiant victors who have nobly " fought 
the fight " and bravely " kept the faith ! " May we 
be counted worthy to take our places by their sides 1 

"They climbed the steep ascent of heaven, 

Mid peril, toil, and pain; 
O God, to us may grace be prwen 

To follow in their train! '' 
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"But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear 
unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the min- 
istry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of 
the grace of God."— Paul. 



** The man I speak of cannot in the world 
Be singly counterpoised."— Shakespeare. 



" His life's a hymn 

The seraphim 
Might hark to hear or help to sing; 

And to his soul 

The boundless whole 
Its bounty all doth daily bring."— Wasscml 
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•*I hare fought a good fight**— 2 Tikotht iv, 7. 

AMONG the myriad stars that the dome of the 
heavens presents to our gaze, astronomers recog- 
nize not more than twenty as of the first magnitude ; 
among the millions of men who in the long ages of 
time have peopled this earth, a still smaller number 
have earned the high distinction of a place beside its 
most illustrious heroes. In this bright constellation 
of the world^s transcendently great men shines, with 
unsurpassed, if not indeed unequaled, luster, the 
apostle Paul. 

Judged by the qualities of his character anft the 
results of his life, no man, save the Son of God, 
ever trod this earth who was his superior — ^possibly 
none who was his peer. Drop out of human history 
the record of any other life, and the^ijivilized world 
would hardly feel such an oppressive sense of im- 
poverishment. It is not rich enough to bear the loss 
of this regal man. 

How shall we study such a character? How 
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compress into the contemplation of one brief hour a 
figure whose colossal form has filled the world ? The 
very massiveness of such a character oppresses ns, 
and makes us shrink from the hopeless task of 
worthily delineating it. As well might a child at- 
tempt to grasp Olympus in its hand. 

But impossible as the task appears we must not be 
deterred from essaying, it; we cannot afford to lose 
the priceless lessons which the life of such a man 
teaches us. Rich indeed are we, beyond all estimate, 
in having, each for his personal heritage, the record 
of a life so sublimely great, so singularly simple, 
that, though an angel might not measure its greatness, 
a child may admire its beauty and feel its inspiration. 

Truest exemplar of Christianity, greatest of earth's 
benefactors, noblest of its heroes 1 May our hearts 
kindle with like ardor, and flame with like devotion 
to God, and bum with like enthusiasm for humanity, 
while we seek to learn the secret of such sovereign 
power I 

See this man, the marvel of the ages ! Between 
that boy, with frank face and thoughtful look, sitting 
by his mother's side, or playing on the banks of the 
Cydnus in his native city of Tarsus, and that hoary- 
headed apostle who received the crown of martyrdom 
in Rome, were years which have a story to tell — ^a 
lesson which we do well to learn — b, secret worth 
more than all the world's philosophy besides. 
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Fortunately for us the story of that wonderful life 
and the secret of its overmastering power have been 
set forth so clearly by the apostle himself that we 
need not miss their invaluable lessons. 

What was it, then, that elevated this Hebrew youth 
to such a pinnacle of honor and put the crown of pre- 
eminence upon his head ? Can other men, can we, 
claim brotherhood with this stalwart hero ? Can we 
stand beside him in the victorious warfare, do our life- 
work as he did his, achieve victory as did he, and 
leave to succeeding generations an ever-widening 
circle of undying, beneficent influence ? 

A careful study of the man, the leading traits of 
his character, and the governing principles of his 
life, will aid us in answering these questions. 

Look, then, at this remarkable man, as he descends 
from this lofty pedestal of supernatural greatness 
upon which imagination has placed him, and we 
see him standing by our side, a man not at all ex- 
traordinary in appearance, with nothing essential to 
distinguish him from other men, save some marked 
physical weaknesses and defects. There he stands 
unveiled before you. Slender in form, short in stature, 
with features strongly marked, a face beaming with 
animated expression revealing the intensity of thought 
and feeling which glow within, aquiline nose, lofty 
forehead, sanguine-bilious temperament, eyes with 
keen but kindly penetrating gaze, notwithstanding 
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their diseased condition, which somewhat impairs his 
vision, speech so defective that he cannot be a master 
of Ciceronian or of Demosthenic oratory, thongh the 
fieiy force and resistless logic of his words render 
them eloquent and convincing : such in physical con- 
tour and appearance is the conjectural portrait of the 
man whose deeds have revolutiom'zed society and 
whose words are ringing through the world to-day, 
stirri^ the hearts of men with a force which the 
ages have not diminished. 

Surely his strength came not from a commanding 
figure, nor chiefly from any extraordinary natural 
endowments, though these were indeed great The 
principal secret of his greatness and power must be 
sought elsewhere. We must look into that character, 
with its elements of strength compacted and intensified 
by an unseen but not unknown factor ; we must study 
that life, with its mighty forces and inspiration, if we 
would learn the sources whence this great master- 
spirit drew his nourishment and gathered his might 

St. Paul's whole life was under the supremacy of the 
greatest forces that ever energized the powers of man — 
ihe svpremouyy of a regncmt conaciencej the svpremacy 
of an overmastermg moral pv/rpose, the supremacy 
ofanaUromquermgfanih; these are the powers that 
held in their firm grasp all the faculties of that ar- 
dent nature and employed them all for the noblest 
ends that ever engaged an intelligent being. 
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Let us examine a little more closely the reign of 
these three kingly powers over this loyal subject. 

I. Here, then, is a man whose entire being is under 
the av^emacy of conscience. For once, at least, in 
the history of the race, this regal faculty sits on the 
throne and exercises supreme command. For once, 
humanity has a chance to see to what heights of 
triumph a mortal life may be exalted, when the man- 
dates of conscience are always and unhesitatingly 
obeyed, and there is never an occasion for suspicion 
concerning the loyalty of the whole nature to God 
and duty. 

St. Paul differed widely from the millions of men 
above whom he towered, in this : his absolute, un- 
questioning, unremitting loyalty to the Supreme 
Power and to the solemn voice of duty. With other 
men conscience often hsi&theoretical supremacy ; with 
St. Paul its reign was acinial. Other men may waver 
and fluctuate in their obedience to its behests; St. 
Paul is held to this central power as steadily as the 
planets to the sun. This never- wavering loyalty to 
right, as he saw the right, gave to his whole life an 
element of micenty which was utterly beyond sus- 
picion. There was no sham about this man. What 
he seemed to be, that he was. What he declared to 
another, that his inmost soul conmiended as truth and 
attested to its own secret tribunal. 

Underlying every great character and every iUus- 
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trious life is the bed-rock of sincerity. False as are 
the ways of men, prevalent as the faith of mankind 
seems to be in the practice of deceit and pretense, 
wide and ruinous as is the reign of insincerity, yet 
history records not a single really great name that is 
not indissolubly linked with a truly sincere nature. 
No other foundation is firm enough to sustain the 
monumental structure of a grandly noble character 
which shall live through the ages. 

This unswerving conscientiousness and sincerity 
characterized the earlier as well as the later years of 
the apostle — marked the life of Saul, the student and 
the Pharisee, as well as of Paul, the evangelist of the 
new Christian faith. 

Mark that young man as he bids adieu to his Tarsus 
home and wends his way to Jerusalem to prosecute 
his studies in the school of the distinguished scholar, 
Gamaliel. He is no trifler with life's stem verities, 
no compromiser with her solemn duties, no doubter 
of her eternal certitudes ; he dallies not with his con- 
science, toys not with time, and mortgages no moment 
of the future for the sinful gratifications of the present. 

See him as he stands amid the crowd at Jeru- 
salem when the protomartyr Stephen falls amid a 
shower of pelting stones, and the " young man " Saul 
gives his assent to the bloody assault ; see him after- 
ward, as with fiery zeal he pursues the adherents 
of this new religion to the distant city of Damascus, 
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persecuting them to the death. A bitter persecutor 
he is ; a dishonest, insincere man he is not. 

It is time this illustrious man were freed from the 
false imputation under which he has too long rested. 
His own estimate of himself as the " chief of sinners," 
given by his self-accusing spirit because he had so 
persecuted that holy Son of God whom he afterward 
BO passionately loved, has been widely misinterpreted 
as placing the distinguished apostle in a base com- 
pamonship with the vilest and most conscienceless 
vagabonds of earth. 

Let us be candid and just, and let us not distort 
nor pervert the truth for any supposed magnifying 
of the grace of God, or any historical illustration of 
its power to save the worst of men. Thank God, 
there is no question about ihM assuring fact ! The 
New Testament records and the uninspired histories 
of the Christian centuries attest the Gospel's power 
"to save unto the uttermost" the lost and lowest 
among the sons of men. 

No apology is needed for St. Paul ; he never made 
one for himself. I do not propose to defend or to 
justify him. A sinner he was, fighting against the 
crucified Christ, a stanch and uncompromising relig- 
ionist of the Pharisaic school, a zealous opposer of 
what he believed to be a baneful heresy ; but a low 
and worthless character^ a cunning trickster, a 
thoughtless pleasure-seeker, an irreverent despiser of 
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law and order and g09dne8S, a sensualist^ surrender^ 
ing to the behests of appetite and passion, a man of 
low aims and selfish ambition, grasping after the 
world's baubles, sacrificing honor for promotion, in- 
tegrity for gain — ^all this, and much more of similar 
character that makes the commonally of sinful men, 
St. Pcml never was. Nothing cheap, nothing mean 
and despicable, nothing unmanly, ever found place 
in the life of this wonderful man. 

And this sincerily of character and loyalty to con- 
science constitute the basis on which the conversion 
and apostolic life of St. Paul rest. On such a foun- 
dation only could such a superstructure be reared. 

That youth sadly errs who supposes that wasted 
years, spent in an aimless, insincere life, with no ac- 
knowledgment of the sovereignty of conscience and 
no obedience to the voice of duty, com be other than 
an utter and irremediable loss ; can have any other 
issue than wholly to destroy the hope and possibility 
of future greatness and worth. 

Conversion is, indeed, a divine work ; but only that 
heart in which honesty and conscientiousness abide 
does the Spirit make his sanctuary. 

See, now, the subject of our study hastening on, 
with fiery, persecuting zeal, toward Damascus, that 
fair dty of feathery palms and fragrant roses and 
gardens of delight, that sits like a queen upon her 
gorgeous throne in the East. Approaching the city. 
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the midday Syrian sun beating foil upon Hm, an 
unearthly light suddenly envelops him, an unseen 
power smites him to the earth, and a voice breaks 
upon his astonished ear with resistless pathos, saying, 
" Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me ? " 

Listen to the response of this strong-hearted per- 
secutor. I said his whole being was under the 
supremacy of conscience. Behold the proof once 
more. For the first time the light flashes clearly 
into his mind — or dimly, it may be, at first — ^but suf- 
ficient to start the question whether he may not be 
wrong, even in his conscientious persecution of the 
disciples of Christ. What follows the utterance of 
that tender voice — ^the incoming of that revealing 
light ? No parleying with self ; no controversy with 
conscience. An immediate surrender ; a spontaneous 
outcry of an honest though misguided soul, " Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do ? " 

That question reveals the souPs true and abiding 
attitude. That question furnishes the key which un- 
locks the mystery of a life whose greatness is the 
wonder and admiration of the ages, whose fruits are 
to-day feeding and feasting the nations. That ques- 
tion opened the door of entrance into the heart of 
humanity, and made the zealous persecutor the hero 
and ben^actor of the race. 

n. But the life of St. Paul was, also, under the 
dominion of another regnant power — the supremacy 
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of cm overmastermg pv^ose. While conscience 
swayed her nndisputed scepter over the whole realm 
of his nature, a lofty purpose stimulated and guided 
its every faculty and power. 

If Duty is the watchword of every great soul, and 
conscience is its master, so an ennobling purpose 
must impart its quickening energies, and lead its 
willing subject up the heights of moral greatness 
and high possibilities. 

Every man needs the inspiration of a great pur- 
pose and a great mission to lift him above the petti- 
ness and cheapness which are the bane of ordinary 
lives. Some great undertaking, with an element of 
heroism and moral sublimity in it, the very contem- 
plation of which quickens the blood and fires the 
soul and awakens an ever-present sense of the dignity 
and significance of life — ^this is an essential condition 
of all great achievement. 

Such an inspiring purpose and ennobling work 
stirred the heart and stimulated the powers of St. 
Paul. Though nothing low had previously ruled or 
infiuenced him, it happened to him — as it has to 
many another man at his conversion — ^that the su- 
preme purpose of life was formed in that supreme 
hour when the transforming touch of the divine 
hand was felt upon the soul, and life's sublime work 
opened before the clarified vision. 

The answer to that question, "What wilt thou 
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have me to do?" revealed to him, as it does to 
every one who honestly propounds it, a work which 
Divine Wisdom had planned — a work which, in the 
apostle's case, lifted him to the highest summit of 
human greatness. 

His mission was soon well defined. A great pur- 
pose now took possession of this true convert to the 
Christian faith — a purpose high enough for an arch- 
angel, inspiring enough to exalt one to companion- 
ship with seraphs. On the heart and hands of this 
one man, of slender frame, oppressed with physical 
weaknesses, rested the publishing of the Gospel to 
the entire Gentile world. 

Think of that stupendous work, and of the resolute 
purpose to undertake it. You who complain of life's 
barrenness or burden; you who pine in the lean- 
ness of a purposeless life, or pant under the weight 
of difficult tasks ; you who shrink from worthy un- 
dertakings and tremble with timid heart at the sa- 
cred call of duty — think of the apostle's amazing 
work, as the ladder by which he climbed to the 
heights of moral pre-eminence, and learn a lesson of 
courage and patience and fidelity. 

Complain of the magnitude or difficulty of our 
work I As well might the athlete complain of the 
food which gives him strength and the exercise which 
imparts vigor and suppleness to his muscles. Com- 
plain of f Qreign mission work and home evangelization 
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and of too many great enterprises "overtaxing the 
ability of the Church and unnerving its energies !" 
Heaven open our eyes to see that the one prime ecmse 
of our weakness and imperfect success is the lack of 
same greatj commcmdinffj (dl4mspvrmg enterprise, 
resting — ^like the world on Atlas — ^upon the heart of 
every one of us, urging us on to something more 
worthy of ourselves and the greatness of our destiny I 

And that work, on which the purpose of our life 
centers, must be with us — as it was with St. Paul 
— somethi/ng heyond (wr^^fee^; something reaching 
out toward humanity, and embracing in its broad 
beneficence the entire brotherhood of man. There 
was nothing narrow, local, or selfish in this purpose 
and mission of the great apostle. 

Little men live for themselves and grow smaller as 
they tread their daily round of cheap and petty pur- 
suits. Great men live for humanity, and grow to 
commanding stature by the very breadth of their pur- 
pose and the grandeur of their undertakings. 

Ah, friends, when shall we learn that it is the bane 
of our lives that owr moral purpose is so narrow, 
and our life-work so insignificant and self-centered ? 
Happy will it be for us and for humanity if from this 
world-admired apostle we learn to get the selfish spirit 
of the world (mt of our hearts by taking the true m- 
terests of the world t^pon our hearts. 

This high and far-reaching purpose of St. Paul was 
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single, and concentrated npon one (M-eTrJbroGmg object. 
He saw that the supreme need of men every-where, 
and of every man, was a personal saving knowledge 
of Jesus Christ. Every man was a sinner needing to 
be saved ; Christ was a Saviour for every man. To 
bring together, in holy, happy, heaven-enduring 
union, the perishing sinner and the perfect Saviour 
was the one all-engrossing object of his life. It held 
under its uninterrupted sway all the powers of his 
being, all,the hours of his existence. Like the heart 
that beat wijihin that frail but restless body, care- 
lessly sending the crimson currents through his whole 
physical frame, s6 the ceaseless throbbings of that 
great purpose sent the vital currents of holy energy 
and unwearying endeavor through his whole life. 

See him as in the prosecution of his inspiring mis- 
sion he journeys from city to city, from province to 
province, over the vast Eoman empire and the Gen- 
tile world ! No obstacles can hinder him, no weak- 
ness or pain of body deter him, no dangers appall 
him, no powers intimidate him, no enemies conquer 
him, no prisons confine him so as to suppress his 
teachings or bind the word of God which he declares. 

He is under arrest at Jerusalem, because of his 
zealous preaching of the new Gospel of grace ; but 
while borne away from the infuriated crowd of Jews, 
by the Eoman guard, he begs permission of the 
captain, and pausing on the stair-case as he ascends to 
21 
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the barracks in the Tower of St. Antonio, he preaches 
Christ to the maddened throng below, and commands 
a respectful hearing. He has a passion for souls^ 
and he rrmst declare that tmth which bums within 
his heart, whatever circumstances surround him. 

He is a prisoner in the palace prison at Cesarea; 
but he preaches Christ and the terrors of violated law 
to the profligate Roman governors and guilty Jewish 
rulers, who cannot but give him audience. He is a 
traveler on ship-board ; but never for a moment does 
he forget his mission, and whether in calm or storm 
and shipwreck he preaches to his fellow-voyagers, 
and becomes the master-spirit among a motley crowd 
of officers and crew and passengers on a Mediter- 
ranean corn-ship. He is waiting with his ship- 
wrecked companions, at Malta, suffering a forced and 
dreary delay ; but he proclaims there, among the bar- 
barian inhabitants and their Koman rulers, the story 
of the crucified and risen Christ, wins converts, and 
plants a Christian Church. He is incarcerated in a 
Boman dungeon, but he superintends the entire in- 
fant Church, and sends out words of charge and cheer 
which have sounded down the ages and given inspira- 
tion, courage, and hope to millions of weary hearts. 

He is not deceived by the common illusion con- 
cerning a g6iAQu future of favoring circumstances, in 
which men vainly promise themselves they wiU do 
some worthy work; but he does that work in the 
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fleeting present^ however seemingly unpropitions the 
occasion may be. 

Yes, one work, and one only, has this enthusiastic 
apostle to do ; and this one work he lays with solemn 
emphasis upon us, that by it our lives may be en- 
nobled and men may be lifted to fellowship with 
God-^" Warning every man, and teaching every man 
in all wisdom ; that we may present every man per- 
fect in Christ Jesus : " this was his one aim in life ; 
this should be ours as well 

ni. But the supremacy of conscience and of a 
great purpose are not sufficient in themselves alone.to 
produce such a character and such a life as St. Paul 
presents for our study. To these two ruling forces 
must be added another — ^greater than either, and co- 
ordinate with both — the supremacy of oat aUrConquer- 
inff faith. 

No man can reach the summit of power, no life 
can compass the highest results, that is not lifted far 
above the plane of nature into the realm of the super- 
natural. It is the tendency of our age, and the 
special aim of a certain school of writers, to eliminate 
the supernatural from human affairs. In just so far 
as this object is accomplished wiU manhood be 
smitten and the moral stature of mankind be dimin- 
ished. God gave to man spirit wings as well as 
fleshly feet ; he cannot rise to loftiest heights of being 
by plodding ever on the solid ground. He must use 
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the higher as well as the lower faculties with which 
he is endowed. 

St. Paul possessed snperior natural endowments 
and superior culture; he combined in himself the 
three greatest and most vital forces of his age, Eoman 
citizenship, Grecian culture, and the Hebrew relig- 
ion ; but not all of these united would have lifted 
him to such eminence as he attained, nor have 
handed his name down to succeeding generations, 
without the added and greater element of faith in the 
Bupematural— especially the supernatural Messiah — 
which, from the moment of his conversion to that 
of his martyrdom, became the inspiration of his life. 

Faith, real, vital, practical, all-conquering faith, is 
the factor which, more than all others, solves the 
problem of his stupendous achievements. That faith 
seized and held with unyielding grasp all the great 
facts and truths of Christianity, and pressed them 
so closely to his own heart that its every pulsation 
felt their mighty force. That faith held, beyond a 
question, the necessity and the possibility of a super- 
natural change of heart for every man. 

St. Paul hdieved in conversion. He was himself 
a converted man. Never could that sovereign fact 
be blotted from his memory ; nay, more : never could 
its self -evidencing power be separated from his being. 
An historic fact it was indeed, with time and place 
and circumstances and crisis experience all distinctly 
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marked ; but it was more than that : it was a perpetr- 
ated fact^ with evidence as convincing and fruits as 
manifest each new day of his life as when the voice 
divine first charmed his ear and the Spirit's power 
changed the persecutor to a devout apostle. Such a 
marvelous change, blossoming into richest fruits of 
blessing, St. Paul sought, with tender earnestness, for 
every man. 

Friends, nothing more vitally affects our lives than 
our faith or unbelief in this fundamental truth of 
Christianity. Nothing so unnerves and paralyzes the 
arm of Christian endeavor as skepticism in regard to 
the supernatural change and the supernatural life 
through Jesus Christ. 

The Church needs, the world needs, thoroughly 
converted men, who, with quenchless zeal, shall seek 
to bring their fellows into the same divine fellowship 
with a divine Christ. And this leads me to say that 
the apostle's faith united him to a personal Christ in a 
union which was as real and conscious as ever 
joined two hearts together in holiest of earthly fel- 
lowships. 

Christ to him was not a myth, not merely the in- 
comparable Teacher of Galilee, not the theoretic and 
historic Saviour of men ; he was infinitely more than 
that, the ever-present Partner of his life^ the unfail- 
ing Source of his strength. His faith perpetually 
saw this personal Jesus, felt the warm beating of his 
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loving heart, heard his sacred voice in solemn 
command or inspiring promise, and walked with him 
as with an earthly friend. As well separate the spirit 
from the body, the beating heart from the respiring 
Inngs, as separate this inspired apostle from this in- 
spiring Christ. 

What is he, or what is his life, without this 
divine union ? Hear him, as he reveals the secret 
of his power: ''I am crucified with Christ; never- 
theless I live;" and then, checking his utterance 
as though he dare not for a moment think of himself 
as having any life at all independent of Christ, he 
adds, " Tet not /, hut Christ Iweth in me : and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of 
the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for 
me." This is enough. We need no further explana- 
tion of this man's marvelous achievements. An^f thing 
is possible to such a man. Indeed, it is no longer a 
question of humcm ahiliiy at all, but of human co- 
operation with the divine Christ — ^the natural man 
giving the supernatural agency full play and power. 

Yes, St. Paul was "crucified with Christ," "dead 
with Christ," "buried with Christ," "risen with 
Christ," and on his spirit-iUumined mind rested no 
shadow of doubt that he would ultimately be "glori- 
fied with Christ." 

The faith of St. Paul was a genuine, actual belief 
in the Christian creed. The weakness — and must I not 
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add, worthlessness ? — of many a theoretical Christian 
have their cause in the fact that they heUeve nothing. 
Our age is smitten with a mania for skepticism ; the 
great verities of Christianity, if not denied, are held 
by too many — even within the Church — wilii a ques- 
tioning, hesitating faith. Nothing in Christianity to 
them seems real ; nothing inspires enthusiasm, much 
less the heroic spirit. 

Let me utter, my brethren, a note of warning in 
your ears against this pusillanimous faith. Be assured 
its fruit is a pusillanimous manhood. Behold in strong 
contrast with this feeble, enervating faith of our times 
the strong and strength-inspiring faith of the great 
apostle. To him Christianity was not a system of 
negations, but of positive affirmations ; he dealt not 
with probabilities, but with unquestioned certainties. 

Faith with him was not an intellectual assent to 
dogmas ; it was a heart-belief in demonstrated facts. 
It was not a theory which he held ; it was a conviction 
which held hiniy mii\d, soul, body, under its supreme 
sway. It was not a profession on his lips alone ; it was 
a passion burning with all-consuming flame in his in- 
most heart. Hence the realness of the whole system 
of Christian truth to this apostle. Sin, death, the 
doom of the impenitent, were all dark and terrible 
realities to him ; over against this fearful background 
stood the sublime verities of Christianity — Christ, 
salvation, eternal life, shedding their inspiring light 
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upon the midnight gloom — a rainbow spanning with 
its arch of hope the black, vaulted sky of sin. 

Yes, it was all real to him. He hdievedj and there- 
fore he spoke with an earnestness that forced its way 
into men's hearts. He believed, and therefore he 
prayed with a fervor of devotion that made the 
heavens bend in blessing over him and bathe him 
with their holy light and surround him with celestial 
guards. He believed, and therefore he wept over 
lost men tears of love and sympathy which burned 
conviction into thoughtless minds and opened a door 
of entrance for the truth into stubborn hearts. He 
believed, and his faith sent him as an embassador 
from the Supreme Power to guilty men every-where, 
bearing messages of reconciliation and promises of 
pardon and heaven. 

Do we think that Christian effort was something 
other and easier to him than it is to us ? Follow him 
in his accustomed toiL He is in Ephesus, the proud 
center of Eastern splendor. For three years the 
apostle tarries in this city. It was a part of his 
wise policy to take and hold the great cities for 
Christ. How does he spend those years? There 
is much to attract the lover of art, the philosopher, 
the scholar. St. Paul is fitted by nature and by 
culture to enjoy all that wealth and learning and 
the aesthetic taste can furnish. But there are per- 
ishing men here, groping in ignorance of the true 
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God and dying in their sins. It costs him some- 
thing to gain access to them. The great Temple of 
Diana — one of the world's seven wonders — ^is here; 
the city is devoted to the worship of the false god- 
dess, and its business is largely involved in the sup- 
port of the false religion. Every effort to gain a con- 
vert to the truth excites hatred and persecution. Yet 
he heeds it not ; fearless and tireless, he walks the 
streets and visits the thoroughfares of the crowded city, 
catching the ears of men, if he may, as they throng 
the marts of trade or pass back and forth to the 
stadium, the theater, the agora, or as they saunter on 
the porticoes of the vast temple. 

He is often mocked, and sometimes mobbed. 
It is nothing to him. Other men might abandon 
so disagreeable and hopeless a work, not he. Now 
and then some one more thoughtful than the others 
listens to his words. How he follows such a one 
with loving zeal and unwearying effort! How he 
seeks out his residence, though it be of the humblest 
character, visits him at his home, makes his im- 
passioned appeal, or reasons with convincing logic, 
beseeches him with the earnestness of one seeking to 
save another's life ; nay, let us not withhold the whole 
truth : the strong, manly, cultured apostle weeps over 
the stranger with the tenderness and affection of a 
mother for the child of her love, and lingers with 
importunate entreaties far into the hours of night ! 
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This is the fruit of the apostle's faith — ^a faith that 
manifests itself by works. No wonder men could 
not resist such tender and tearful entreaties. I. am 
not painting a fancy picture. Hear this true and 
sincere believer as he himself tells the story of his 
labors in Ephesus. A Church was planted there. 
Such zeal and efEort would establish a Christian 
Church anywhere, would fill the world with trophies 
of the cross, and speed the coming of the millennial 
day. St. Paul afterward met the elders at Miletus 
and spoke to them these truthful words, which por- 
tray in graphic colors his character and his labor: 
*' Ye know, from the first day that I came into Asia, 
after what manner I have been with you at all sea- 
sons, serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and 
with many tears, and temptations, which befell me by 
the lying in wait of the Jews : And how I kept 
back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have 
showed you, and have taught you publicly, and from 
house to house, testifying both to the Jews, and also to 
the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ." 

That is the way in which the most eminent man 
of the Christian Church did his work and achieved 
his greatness and success. How stand we beside him 
as respects the genuineness of our faith measured by 
the zeal and sacrifice of our life ? 

Sacrifice I Ah, that was something more than a 
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romantic sentiment with this trae-liearted man. Hear 
him still further as he gives us another glimpse of 
his real life while he talks to these Ephesian brethren : 
" And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Je- 
rusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me 
there : save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every 
city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me. But 
none of these things move mej neither count I my life 
dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with 
joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the 
Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace of God." 

It is no marvel that the people who reaUy knew 
this glorious man loved him with an ardent affec- 
tion. It is no wonder that as he " kneeled down, 
and prayed" with this disciple band, " they all wept 
sore, and fell on Paul's neck, and kissed him, sorrow- 
ing most of all for the words which he spake, that 
they should see his face no more." 

Such is an imperfect sketch of the character and 
life of this greatest hero of the Christian Church. 
So small a tribute to so great a man, so poor a por- 
trait of so grand a subject, only illustrates the vast 
distance between the actual and the ideal in our best 
endeavors. Could I have portrayed the character of 
St. Paul as the picture hangs in its ideal grandeur 
before my mind and lends its potent charm to almost 
every hour of life, it would have been a widely dif- 
ferent picture from this. Perhaps it might have 
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seemed that there was much exaggeration in the color- 
ing. It is better we shonld feel that the picture falls, as 
it does, far below the origkiaL Thus may we realize 
in greater force the value of his inspiring example. 

IV. St Paul, better, perhaps, than any other man, 
illustrates what the spirit of Christ can do for a mortal 
man, and what such a man, fully possessed of that 
spirit, can do for the world. The vital point of 
difference between the apostle and the mass of man- 
kind — shall we not sorrowfully say? — ^between him 
and ourselves — ^is in this: He treated Christicmity 
as a fact; they amd we treat it as a fiction; he be- 
lieved it, we assent to it; he lived it, we profess it; 
it accomplished its purposed and legitimate end in 
him, it is restrained in us ; in him we see its strength 
and abundant fruits, in us, alas ! weakness and barren- 
ness of results. 

Shall we learn from him the lesson we so greatly 
need to learn ? Shall we henceforth let Christ and 
his truth have their rightful supremacy over our lives, 
that the world may see the most powerful argument 
for the Christian faith and the most convincing evi- 
dences of its divine power? 

This is the greatest need of our age. Its skepticism 
must be met and vanquished by the all-conquering 
argument of a positive, aggressive, consistent faith, 
lived, incarnated, in a multitude of living "epistles 
known and read of all men." 
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Think not the day is past for such great deeds and 
great results as the life of St. Paul presents. His 
mission, as the first apostle to the heathen world, was 
peculiar ; but a mission not less inspiring calls us to like 
devotion and heroism. Never has there been an age 
that summoned Christian men to greater enterprises, 
presented greater opportunities, and demanded greater 
endeavor than does the age in which we are living. 

Our present type of Christianity has too little of 
the heroic element in it to be a thing of power; 
shorn of suffering and of heroism, it is shorn of its 
strength; crowned with the world's honor, sharing 
the world's fellowship, living in the world's ease, it 
is robbed of those mighty victories which the apostle 
Paul won, and which may be won again by a like sur- 
render to its sovereign sway. " Crucified with Christ," 
sharing in " the fellowship of his suflferings," living 
" conformably to his death." Are not these almost 
unmeaning phrases with us? 

We might, indeed, follow Christ to death were that 
the only alternative ; but to follow him through all the 
insidious temptations of our modem society, in a life 
of entire obedience and conformity to his spirit— <5an 
we do that? Do we do that, as did this self-renounc- 
ing apostle? An ease-loving Christianity, a pleasure- 
seeking Christianity, a Christianity of eminent re- 
spectability, may do for a sunny day in a sinless 
world; but O, my brethren, this world of sin and 
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sorrow and death imperatively demands a Christianity 
of genuine self-sacrifice ! Who will enter the heroic 
lists, emulate the great apostle, and like him win the 
pre-eminent honor? 

I cannot but believe that the fires of a hofy ambi- 
tion to do like valiant service, and achieve like grand 
results, are kindled in the heart of many a youth be- 
fore me. 

Let not that ambition exhaust itself in a sickly 
sentiment of admiration for this pre-eminent character, 
but rather may it urge you on to a worthy imitation 
of his undaunted spirit and self-surrendering life. 

How strikingly St. Paul illustrates the^ superiority 
of moral greatness over any other type of greatness ! 
How strongly has this great apostle endeared himself 
to the whole Christian world! What other name, 
save that of the Man of Nazareth, does the Christian 
Church cherish with such grateful affection? 

Go to the shrines of human greatness; visit the 
scenes amid which the world's illustrious men have 
lived. You are in Athens, center of ancient civilization 
and culture, "the eye of Greece, mother of arts and 
eloquence." You climb the Acropolis, and walk amid 
the storied ruins of the Parthenon, with memories of 
Pericles and Solon and Phidias, and a host of states- 
men and warriors and philosophers ; your eye sweeps 
over the surrounding country with the sunmiits of 
Hymettus and Pentelicus in full view, and visions of 
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the heroes of Marathon and Salamis floating before 
you ; you walk along the banks of the Hissus, through 
the agora, amid the scenes where Socrates, Plato, and 
Aristotle taught; you stand in the Pnyx, where 
Demosthenes stirred the hearts of the Athenian popu- 
lace with his fiery philippics ; all Athens' great and 
distinguished dead live and move before you. But, 
if your heart be as mine, no other spot in that classic 
city will hold you under its magic spell as does the 
rocky summit of Mars Hill where St. Paul met the 
proud philosophers, and with masterly words of logic 
and persuasion preached to them Jesus and the resur- 
rection. 

You will love to repair to this retired height at the 
close of each busy day, and, with the vision of this 
peerless apostle and his wondering audience before 
you, you will linger there until the sunlight has 
faded from the rugged form of Lycabettus, and the 
sentinels of the sky have lighted their watch-fires ; 
and with a flood of holy and tender memories you 
will return to your lodgings amid the deep and weird 
diadows of the night. Yes, great as are the heroes 
of Grecian story, gi*eater stiD is this hero of the 
Christian faith. 

You are in Rome, seat of empire and center of 
classic history and art for many a century. You 
climb her seven hills ; you walk among her silent yet 
eloquent ruins. A thousand thrilling memories throng 
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the mind. The long array of her distinguished men 
passes before yon. Yon stand in the Forum where 
Cicero's stately periods delighted his listening audi- 
ences ; you visit the massive Coliseum with its curdling 
memories of blood and martyrdom ; you walk amid 
the ruins of the palace of the Csesars ; you recall the 
tragic story of Brutus and Julius CsBsar ; you think 
of Horace and Livy and Tacitus, of the learned and 
the great, until the mind is dazed and reality seems a 
dream. But with this swelling tide of historic asso- 
ciations sweeping over you, I say again, if your heart 
be like mine, no figure will so completely fill the 
horizon of your thought, no memory will so stir the 
fountains of feeling, as that of Paul, the apostle, the 
prisoner, the martyr. 

The scene of his apostolic labors, of his imprison- 
ment and martyrdom, the place where he wrote his in- 
spired epistles, how strangely has this wonderful man 
filled this classic city with his history ; how strongly 
does he hold you under its resistless fascination ! With 
loving enthusiasm you trace his footsteps through- 
out the city. You linger on the Appian Way 
where he first entered it ; you visit the churches of 
St. Pudentia and St. Clemens, because of their asso- 
ciation with his name ; you go down into the crypt 
of the church of San MaHa via Lata, on the spot 
where it is supposed he was first confined, and read 
on the stone pillar the inscription taken from the 
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apostle's exulting prison letter, " But the word of 
God is not bound ; " you pass over into the Ghetto, 
the Jewish quarter, and walk with stifling emotions 
through the church of Scm Paolo m Alio regola^ the 
not improbable site of that never-to-be-forgotten " hired 
house," in which, as a liberally-treated prisoner, he 
lived for two years, preaching Christ with untiring 
zeal to all who would give him audience. 

You go down, with lighted torch in hand, into the 
dark and famous Mamertine prison, where tradition 
locates his closer confinement, and standing there in 
the circular dungeon cut out of the solid tufa rock, 
dripping with the gathered damp of ages, you see, 
with a vividness which seems like reality, the aged 
veteran sitting there shivering in the chill air, without 
the much-needed "cloak" "left at Troas," writing, 
with words of tender appeal and triumphant assur- 
ance, to his loved son in the Gospel, Timothy ; and as 
the vision fills your mind the tear-drops will be 
silently wiped from moistened eyes. 

One moi:e place you cannot but visit with deepest 

feeling and tenderest interest. You pass outside the 

Ostian gate ; you think of that day in the early June 

when the Italian sun shone brightly on the sad scene 

as the aged apostle was escorted out of that gloomy 

prison by a guard of Eoman soldiers. You see him 

as with firm step he passes along, amid the jeers and 

jests of the motley crowd. The company have soon 
22 
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reached the limits of the city walk and are on the 
Ostian Way. This same pyramid of Cains Cestins, 
standing to-day by the gate, looked calmly down upon 
the apostle as he marched bravely out to meet his fate. 
The hour has at length come. The itinerant's jour- 
neys are ended ; the missionary's labors are finished ; 
the apostle's sufferings ai'e over ; the last charge has 
Ibeen given ; the last prayer offered ; the last tear shed ; 
the last scourging received ; the battle-scarred warrior 
receives his discharge ; the long-confined prisoner gains 
his release. The executioner's sword parts the aching 
head from the suffering body, and St. Paul is no 
more a citizen of earth, but the chiefest saint in the 
martyr throng of heaven. No more a citizen of 
earth, did I say ? Let me recall that word. He be- 
gan to live, in that hour of his martyrdom, a new and 
more victorious life on earth ; he lives to-day, in the 
hearts and lives of multiplied thousands, and his life 
will flow on with ever-increasing power through the 
ages of time. With saddened heart and subdued 
feeling and possibly tearful eyes you enter that im- 
posing mausoleum of " St. Paul without the walls," 
where tradition has placed the body of the great 
apostle, and read in a new light the inscription placed 
upon his tomb, " For me to live is Christ, and to die 
is gain." 
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AND SELF-CONTROL. 
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••Keep thyself pure.**— PAUib 



•' Trae dignity abides with him alone 
Who, in the silent hour of inward thought, 
Can still suspect and still revere himself 
In lowliness of heart." — ^Wordsworth. 



" The bravest trophy ever man obtained 
Is that which o'er himself himself hath gained." 
— Earl of Stirling. 
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** He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that 
ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city." — Proverbs xvi, 32. 



THE world has combined to put honors on the 
heads of military heroes. Victories won on gory 
battle-fields are commemorated in song and story and 
monumental shaft. 

Westminster Abbey and St. Paul's Cathedral in 
London, sacred temples tliough they are, largely com- 
memorate the deeds of such secular heroes. But the 
sacred Scriptures, with higher wisdom and more just 
discrimination, put the brighter aureola of fame 
around the brow of the moral victor. Above all con- 
quest of cities and states is the greater conquest of 
self. 

Nor is this the language of hyperbole, but of un. 
qualified truth. Greater is the man who conquers 
himself^ who rules his own spirit, and brings his whole 
being under the supremacy of will, than he who takes 
a city. Greater in his character, deeds, results. Let 
us give a few thoughtful moments to a subject so 
worthy of attention. 

Here is a young man ; the fire of intelligence flashes 
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in his eye and glows upon his countenance. Tou try 
to cast the horoscope of his future. "What will he 
he f What will he efo in this great world? We need 
not look into the heavens above him, nor at the cir- 
cumstances aroimd him ; if only we can measure the 
forces within him, the question is answered. Nine 
tenths of all the factors of the problem are in himseK ; 
and he will solve it for himself, and not another for 
him. This is a trite saying, unquestionably ; so are all 
maxims of mathematics and of philosophy; neverthe- 
less, every new comer on the stage must learn them 
for himself. So must he learn this more important 
truth. He is a magazine of power, for good or for 
evU; how will it be directed, how utilized? He has 
startling possibilities. JEe may be a Qurfield or a 
Guiteau, a Paul or a Nero. 

The outcome of his life will depend chiefly on the 
answer to two questions : What he thinks ofhimsdf; 
what he does with himself. K he mistakes in these 
two respects, cherishes false and unworthy views of 
himself, or permits misrule and disorder to run riot 
with his own powers, not all the friends on earth, nor 
all the friendly powers in heaven, can make a man of 
liim, or make a success out of his life. 

To put the same truth in positive form, let us say 
that the two closely-related and all-essential conditions 
of genuine manhood — which means always genuine 
success — are self -respect and self -control. 
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What a/re these two transcendent qualitiefl? and 
what are ^^ fruits they yield ? 
L Sdf -respect. 

1. Entering into self-respect as a constituent ele- 
ment is a sense of the dignity which belongs to hu- 
manity. The self-respecting man sees ever, and feels 
as well as sees, the wide distinction between a rational 
and an irrational being; sees the one crowned with 
God's image and honored with God's companionship; 
and, lifted above his animalism by the consciousness of 
such exaltation, he repeats to himself as often as pas- 
sion's voices allure him, and the lower forces ply 
him, I a/m a mam,, 

2. Another element of self-respect is the sense of 
one's mcUviduoMty^ and the consequent maintenance 
of one's selfhood. One is forced to the belief that 
few men have any just appreciation of the value of 
their individual being, or see in it any special meaning 
or power. It is amazing how willing most men seem 
to be to sink their individuality in the sea of popular 
sentiment. Forgetful of their own selfhood, they 
follow the crowd in its last crazy impulses, no matter 
where or what for, or with what consequences— be it to 
hear the latest aesthetic dilettcmte or the last imported 
specimen of Old World impudence or immorality, or 
to do some outre thing by way of distinction, forget- 
ting that this is the very way by which fools have 
advertised themselves through aU time. 
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Distinction, in such a wofld as this, is gained, not by 
following the multitude, but by standing aside in 
your own personality, while the vulgar crowd sweep 
by ; not by gliding along with the popular current, 
be it in State, or Church, or society, or college, but 
by resisting that current, however rapid it may be, 
and keeping your own footing, though all the cowards 
and poltroons who float by you should taunt you with 
the cowardice which they so conspicuously exhibit. 

There is no more humiliating evidence of imbecility 
than when a young man oflEers to himself, or to an- . 
other, as reason for his conduct, the cheap and silly 
excuse, " They all do it." What is that but a pitiful 
confession that he has no personality to maintain, that 
he has lost Mmsdfva the mob, that he is a feather 
floating on the tide, and not a rock, withstanding its 
force? What if they do "all do it?" Who is this 
mighty " all ? " " The mass, that is to say, collective 
mediocrity," says Thackeray. 

That is an excellent reason for 7wt doing a thing, 
unless there is some wise reason of an independent 
character why you should follow the multitude. Said 
Horace Bushnell to his younger brother, who had 
been to a cheap show, and came home crest-fallen, 
" The next time that you see the whole world doing 
something, be sure not to go with them unless you 
have "some better reason." That was the germ of 
ptrong independence out of which grew the sturdy 
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manhood of that remarkable thinker. The sooner a 
young man learns that there are in this world more 
silly people than wise, more weak than strong, the 
better are his chances of being a man. 

I am not afraid of a young man who has enough 
individuality to do a little of his own thinking and 
acting, on an independent basis. There is, to be sure, 
a little peril in it, but vastly less than in seK-annihi- 
lation or absorption into the mass. The world, in 
friendly or unfriendly spirit, can be safely trusted to 
take the surplus conceit out of him, and then there 
will be a substantial residue of independence and 
manliness left for a good working basis. 

3. Along with a sense of the dignity of one's being 
and his real individuality comes an insight into the 
significcmce of his life — ^what it is, what it means, 
what it embraces, whence it came, how far it reaches, 
what infinitudes and eternities it takes in, and conse- 
quently its grandeur and its mystery. 

4. And in immediate connection with this view of 
life's significance comes the overmastering thought of 
its measureless responsihilities. This distinctively in- 
dividual being of whose wealth you are now becoming 
thoroughly conscious, with all the dignity and depth 
of meaning embodied in him, stands related to other 
equally great and worthy beings; nay, greater and 
more worthy. What are these relations to other 
beings that touch and inspire your life? What 
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obligations, rights, duties, arise thence ? The great 
questions of ethics and of religion spring spontane- 
ously in the mind when one begins to know and 
rightly to estimate his own true self. 

5. What should follow, as a related sentiment, but 
the thought of life's sdcre&ness f Surely a being of 
such dignity, so dowered and distinguished by God, 
with such powers within him, and such destiny before 
him, must possess a sacred character. ^^ And this is my- 
self," says the thoughtful young man, in whom this 
quality of self-respect is beginning to get a firm 
footing. " I am such a being as this. I am this mys- 
tery of mysteries, this miracle of miracles, this magis- 
terial possessor of powers so high and possibilities so 
great that an angel might covet them. I must carry 
myself as befits one of such distinction. A rational 
man, I must not consort with the brutes, nor give 
place to irrational acts. I must not be a trifler, an 
idler, an imitator, a trickster, a parasite, a seeker of 
cheap pleasures and petty honors. There is power in 
me, there is meaning in my life, and there must be a 
purpose. God has a place for me, which I must find 
and follow. There is a high destiny before me, which 
I must not miss." And so life's greatness and majesty 
begin to stretch away into infinite reaches of an ideal 
world, which is, nevertheless, more real than this, and 
which sends back its voices and its potencies to cheer 
and to strengthen the receptive mind. 
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6. And out of these elements, this sense of the 
dignity, the individuality, the significance, the respon- 
sibility, and the sacredness of one's being, comes what 
I have said was one of the essentials of genuine man- 
hood — a profound sdf-reypect. 

No man can see himself in these lights without 
feeling that there is too much that is great and sacred 
in his nature and destiny to permit him to misuse a 
life so richly endowed. He cannot dally with toys, 
nor play the clown, nor prey on a community to the 
worth of which he contributes nothing, nor invade 
the rights of others, nor occasion any necessity for 
them to set a police force over him to restrain his 
disorder, nor do aught which the truest self-respect 
and most delicate sense of propriety forbids 

Nor is there connected with such self-respect any 
measure of self-conceit, but rather the opposite. He 
who rightly respects himself always respects others — 
their opinions, rights, interests. It is the man that 
has no genuine self-respect who is so inflated with 
self-conceit that he regards neither the rights of man 
nor the claims of God. 

II. From such a view of one's self and the life he 
must live, legitimately follows the other essential 
quality of manhood which I have mentioned — self- 
oontrdy or edf-govemmervt. 

1. Imagine such a youth before us, with such views 
of himself, and such sentiments inspiring his breast. 
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What will he say to himself but this ? — If such is my 
being — so great in significance and sacredness, in 
design and destiny — ^there must be some strong power 
to jpreside over it; it must be brought under wise 
and firm rule. This ship of destiny on which I have 
embarked, with so costly and priceless freight, must 
have some steady hand at the wheel or be wrecked. 
This commonwealth, with manifold powers and inter- 
ests, must have a governor holding it under firm 
sway, or anarchy and ruin will ensue. Here is a 
miniature state — nay, world. Some kind of govern- 
ment is a necessity. What kind shall it be, aad by 
whom administered? Who shall be ruler? Not my 
parents, nor my teachers ; they are not always with 
me ; not God alone, even, for he has committed this 
charge to me ; who but myself f Besides, this gov- 
ernment must enter the heart, and control its desires 
and aflEections; the mind, and bring into subjection 
its thoughts. Who but myself can administer such a 
government ? 

It is the day of days in that youth's life when this 
great purpose possesses him: "I must be my own 
master ; I must bring myself into subjection ; hence- 
forth I undertake the task. Grateful for help from 
every source, mine is the responsibility, and neither 
God nor man shall witness any faltering in my honest 
endeavor." Then the will mounts the throne, seizes 
the scepter, and asserts his magisterial power. The 
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work of self-government thus seriously undertaken, 
you will seek to make no compromise with any hostile 
power, either within or without. 

2. Installed governor over the commonwealth of 
your own being, by decision of your own will, you 
will ask. What is the scope of the government to be 
maintained? It must always seek your own highest 
interests. It must invariably respect and seek to pro- 
mote the real interests of others. It must recognize 
the Supreme Power who made you what you are ; 
and it must unwaveringly fulfill all obligations arising 
from this highest of relationships. 

3. With this broad platform upon which to stand, 
possessing in your own mind all necessary legislative, 
executive, and judicial powers, what generic or specific 
laws will you exact and enforce for the government 
of your life? Since it is the commonest and clearest 
maxim that no government should violate the rights 
of others, nor antagonize its own interests, you will be- 
gin by enacting this great law 6f prohibition, namely : 

Nothmg deleterious to cha/racter — either your own 
or that of (mother — shaU ever he jperTndtted. If in 
earnest, you will write this law down — ^possibly upon 
paper where you can read it daily — certainly on the 
tablet of your heart. Not an unchaste or unchari- 
table word, not an impure or improper act, not a 
habit harmful in result or tendency, will find tolera- 
tion. 
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But this strikes at once at a hundred indulgences. 
Well, let it strike ; the heavier the blow the better the 
result, the greater the final victory. 

Standing in this attitude toward yourself, you wiU 
not need parent or teacher to beseech you to discard 
the cup of intoxicating beverage, or even the filthy and 
poisonous weed in which men love to indulge. Tour 
own manly wiU asserts its behests, and they are 
obeyed. You are not dependent on the uncertain 
honor of political demagogues to protect you with a 
prohibitory law. You have one of your own. Not an 
unseemly word nor an unbecoming act that your 
mother, on earth or from the serene heights of heaven, 
could not witness with joy, shall at any time or place, 
by free volition, mar the beauty of your life. 

You need not the presence of teacher or monitor to 
deter you from unworthy acts. You are your own 
monitor. You can sit in the recitation-room, or mingle 
with your fellows in the meetings of class or school, 
with no one to check and no unbecoming act to 
be checked. Every-where, always, in solitude and in 
the throng, walking the street, conning your lessons, 
recreating with associates, the ever-operative law is 
upon you by self -imposition. 

And you are growing strong and great under its 
rigorous exactions and self-executing efficiency. Pas- 
sion may clamor ; natural propensities may rise ; ap- 
petite, ambition, apparent self-interest, former habits, 
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may make their appeal ; aasociates may jeer ; but the 
will is inexorable, and the character is untarnished, 
and manhood is ever in the ascendency. 

No words can measm-e the greatness of this victory 
of self-control. The truth of inspiration is strikingly 
illustrated in not a few of ear&'s vaunted heroes. 
They conquered cities and countries, but did not con- 
quer themselves. 

Alexander subdues the world's empires, but fails 
in subjugating his own heart. Napoleon gives ad- 
mirable maxims by which others conquer, and his 
overmastering ambition sways all his other powers, 
but that selfish ambition leaves his own heart un- 
subdued. Hercules laughs at the world's impos- 
sibilities, and slays the mighty monsters, but yields to 
the seductions of impmity and of forbidden pleasures. 
Samson smites the Philistines, bears oflE in triumph 
the gates of Gaza, and yields in unmanly surrender 
to the charms of Delilah. Surely "he that ruleth 
his spirit is better" — ^greater in all the elements of 
real greatness — " than he that taketh a city." That 
was a true saying of the Emperor Valentinian: 
"Among aU my victories, one only comforts me 
now." "What is that?" asked his friend. "I have 
overcome my worst enemy, my own heart." 

" But this kind of life," says one, " would destroy all 
manly spirit" Unfortunately, this too common ob- 
jector reveals the fact that he is yet living in a realm 
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into which conceptions of true manhood have never 
entered. He confounds unmanly Kcense and disorder 
with manliness. The poles are not more widely sepa- 
rated. The young man who has mastered himseK is 
the manliest fellow among aU his associates. None 
equals him in generosity, in nobleness of being, in 
good-will to all, and in ready service for his fellows. 
And when the fitting time for recreation and athletic 
sports comes, he can leap as high, and run as rapidly, 
and walk as far, or perform any other manly physical 
feat as vigorously and valorously as any of his mates. 

" This is a fine theory of manhood and of life," 
says another, " a really beautiful and lofty conception, 
but it is idecilP 

Yes, and " ideals are the world's masters " has been 
wisely said. Fortunate is the youth before whose 
mind this ever-present ideal is kept, holding him 
under its magic power and charming his life into 
order and beauty. Unhappy is the youth who brings 
his life under the supremacy of no such ideal, but lets 
in chaos and confusion to mar its harmony and to 
blast its hope. 

But true seK-govemment does not stop with self- 
restraint. It summons its subject to high activities, 
and demands the right exercise of every power to the 
fullest measure of its ability. It involves the highest 
self -development, putting all one's faculties to their 
utmost tension to make the most and best possible 
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out of one's self. It implies, also, the largest help- 
fulness to others, and makes a man a benefactor as 
well as a conqueror. No moment wasted, no power 
]>erverted, no opportimity omitted — ^this is its great 
and ever-active law, filling one's being with all labor, 
and crowning it with all rewards. 

III. It is now time to consider briefly what are the 
fruits of such seK-respect and self-government ? The 
inswer in part has already been anticipated. 

1. All the higher powers of your being are en- 
nobled and given their rightful sway ; all the lower 
are rightly held in subjection. What qm be the re- 
sult but that strength, development, greatness, with 
all their wealth and worth, shall come to one's entire 
being. 

The conscience becomes supreme and its dictates 
are unquestionably obeyed. Every doubtful act is ad- 
judged at this high tribunal, and decided in accordance 
with heaven's laws. All the moral powers are in full 
development and play. There will be no Mephisto- 
phelean monstrosities. 

The will is chief executive, and gains commanding 
force in the exercise of its recognized authority. 

God comes in as an active power, a real factor in 
practical life, and the whole being is brought under 
his sway and lifted into his glorified presence. 

The entire man is at his best, every faculty in hand, 
held steadily to its appointed work, achieving ever its 
23 
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great triumphs. No power is left to riot and destroy ; 
no territory of one's nature lies waste or uncultivated ; 
no rebellious foe is permitted to lurk within and 
conmiit his ruinous ravages in this fair heritage of 
heaven. 

2. And thus is realized the real end of all true 
education. We shall find even such authority as 
Herbert Spencer in full agreement with us here. 
" In the supremacy of self-control," says he in his 
"Social Statics," "consists one of the perfections of 
the ideal man. Not to be impulsive, not to be spurred 
hither and thither by each desire that in turn comes 
uppermost ; but to be self-restrained, self-balanced, 
gdvemed by the joint decision of all the feelings in 
council assembled, before whom every action shall 
have been fully debated and calmly determined — ^that 
it is which education, moral education at least, strives 
to produce." 

This is the one determining quality on which suc- 
cess or failure in after life most depends. Failing 
here, your failure is absolute and irremediable. Suc- 
cess here is success assured henceforward. 

Here are two youths — ^the one is coUiege-bred, but 
without self-government; the other was never in a 
college, but knows and possesses the power of self- 
control. For all worthy work in life the latter is im- 
measurably superior; he will make a better banker, 
manufacturer, legislator, general in the army, or 



Digitized by 



Google 



Sdf'Bespect and SeLf-Ccmtrd. 355 

president of the republic. Knowledge of Greek 
and mathematics and Latin is valuable, but placed in 
the balance against self-control it has not the weight 
of a feather or the worth of a farthing. But tfrue 
education embraced self-control, and, with other ac- 
quisitions, gives the scholar great advantage. 

William Pitt was once asked what quality was 
most essential for a Prime Minister. One of the 
party said, "Eloquence;'' another, "Knowledge;" 
another, " Toil." " No," said Pitt, " it is Patience ; " 
and patience with him had its real meaning of self- 
controL In this quality he himself excelled. There 
is an instructive monument to this great statesman in 
Westminster Abbey. Pitt stands erect with extended 
hand ; another figure represents Anarchy writhing in 
chains at his feet, while a calm-browed figure repre- 
senting History is writmg down the record of his 
victorious achievements for posterity to read. 

There is pressing need for other Pitts to conquer 
self, and then conquer their fellows in this disordered 
world. Anarchy and Wrong yet ravage the land. 
They need strong, self-conquered men to put them in 
chains. And be assured, impartial history waits to im- 
mortalize the name of the great moral heroes of to-day. 

3. It is this quality of self-control which pre-emi- 
nently prepares one for great emergencies which may 
come to every one in life. President Hayes, in an 
address delivered to yon on this platform, assured us 
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that while men often wondered at the conrage and 
self -poise exhibited by some men in moments of great 
trial, and perhap peril, as a general in battle, a ruler 
in times of excitement and mob-rule, it was but the 
result of a life-long habit of self-mastery. Supreme 
ability to stand firm in such a crisis hour is but the 
gathering up and bringing into use of the accumulated 
power which years of self-control have garnered up 
in stoi'e for just such an emergency. He who has it 
not, surrenders. He who has it, seizes the scepter 
and wins the crown of victory. 

4. These are truths applicable to every one, what- 
ever his vocation, wherever he may ply it. There is, 
I think, a peculiar propriety in giving them the 
thought they merit during our college life. 

If there is one mistake more common and more 
fatal than others in our school-days, it is that of dis- 
connecting the present and the future — college-life 
and world-life. Do we not practically think there is 
no very intimate connection between what we a/re and 
what we do here^ and what we shall be and do when 
once the college is left behind ? This is the perilous 
sophistry of college reasoning; now we can trifle, 
play the boy, give the spirit of young America full 
play, allow youthful propensities largest license, let 
them riotously exhibit themselves in numberless and 
nameless ways, even trench upon the proprieties, not 
to say the moralities, which are current in the outside 
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world. Why talk seriously about such trifles ? We 
sometimes count it folly to be wise or serious 
concerning these peccadilloes, that do not mean any 
harm, and are only ebullitions of exuberant spirits. 
We may even almost resent the Puritanic spirit, as 
we think it, which kindly asks us, thoughtfully, to be- 
ware of these pettinesses. 

Nevertheless, the great moral law is upon us as 
universal as the law of gravitation, and as inexorable 
as fate. " Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap." Tou can no more snatch a pebble from gravi- 
tation's grasp than you can separate the minutest act 
of life — ^within or without college walls — from its 
inevitable effect upon character and destiny. 

" Sow an act, and you reap a habit ; sow a habit, 
and you reap a character ; sow a character, and you 
reap a destiny." That is the law of our being. Tou 
can hold back Niagara with the palm of your hand as 
easily as you can arrest the force of this law. There is 
not a moment of college life which is not linked with 
all the years that follow; not an act of trifling or 
disorder or unmanliness that does not project itself 
forward and touch the outermost verge of your future 
being. 

TFAo will go forth into the whirl of life but your 
own proper self? TF/ia^will you be but yourself? 
Suppose there are young men who go from a meet- 
ing of college, class, or society where there have 
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been loud voices caUing, boisterons exlubitions of 
personal likes or dislikes, confusion and disorder, 
various displays of rudeness and uncouth manners, in 
which they have participated, or, at best, have quietly 
tolerated. They go out into society ; the same men 
are soon called to participate in a meeting of citizens 
on public business ; the rough and rowdy element 
will always be present. What will these college men 
carry with them but the habits and manners which 
they acquired and exhibited in college ? If such has 
been their training in college, what will they be but 
a part of the mob when mob-rule is rampant ? What 
will they do but join in the rudeness which habit has 
made second nature to them? What will they be 
but tJiemsel/ves f 

And so in the largest number of cases the college 
trffler will be the worthless citizen ; the college rowdy, 
the town disturber of the peace ; the college trickster 
and schemer, the political demagogue, be it in Church 
or State. 

On the other hand, if a young man goes from 
college — ^as may I not hope all of you and all others 
will ever go from this University ? — Shaving behind 
him years of training, under the ennobling influence 
of self-respect and self-control, what will he be in 
private life but the well-balanced^ gentle-mannered, 
pure-minded, strong and worthy citizen that society 
greatly needs and waits to honor ? 



Digitized by 



Google 



Sdf-Bespect amd Sdf'Control. 359 

6. These are the qualities out of which men are 
made. It would be difficult to name a really great 
man in ancient or in modem times that did not 
possess them in marked degree. 

Socrates, calmly conversing with his friends, with 
the death-bearing cup of hemlock in his hands; 
William the Silent, noted for his calm courage and 
unconquerable determination, as Mr. Motley says, 
** the rock in the ocean, tranquil amid raging billows ; '* 
the Duke of Wellington, "at Waterloo and else- 
where,'' giving "his orders in the most critical 
moments without the slightest excitement, and in a 
tone of voice almost more than usually subdued." 
These are but specimens with which the pages of 
history teem. How conspicuously these qualities 
shone in the first President of the American nation, 
the illustrious Washington, every youth knows ; and 
how not less conspicuously were they exhibited in the 
character of the latest chosen to that high station, the 
lamented Garfield, is already widely known to the 
civilized world. 

One finds it difficult to conceive of Garfield as ever 
being other than an earnest-minded, well-mannered, 
self-poised youth, respecting himself, and command- 
ing the respect of all who knew him. Such he was 
on the farm, in the humble home, the district school, 
the academy, the college, the army, in Congress, and 
in the Presidential mansion. And in his manly 
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character and unparalleled advance to multiplied and 
distinguislied honors he speaks to-day, and will con- 
tinue to speak, to American youth, calling them, with 
earnest, solemn tones, to respect themselves, that 
others may respect them ; to master themselves, tliat 
they may command others. 

Here, then, let us pause in the impetuous rush of 
life's passionate tide, and hear and heed these voices 
of wisdom which call us to their serene heights. Let 
us hear the octogenarian " Sage of Concord " as he 
tells us that " self-respect is the early form in which 
greatness appears ; " that " it is our practical percep- 
tion of the Deity in. man." Let us listen to Napo- 
leon, better adviser than exemplar, giving advice to 
his brother. King Joseph, of Spain : " I have only 
one counsel for you — Be master J " Let us listen to 
England's poet-laureate as he sings in words as beau- 
tiful as true : 

"Self-reverence, self-knowledge, self-control, 
These three alone, lead life to sovereign power." 

Above all, let us hear the world's Saviour and the 
world's Conqueror, as he reveals to us the secret of 
the greatest victories and the greatest possessions in 
these words of measureless meaning: "The meek 
shall inherit the earth." 

THE END. 
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EDITION. 



From Bishop J. F. Hurst, D.D., LL.D.: "As a work which will 
help to make the most and the best oat of the average jomig man, I would 
not know where to go to find its eqnaL Its intensity is all needed, and its 
scope is broad. I trust it will have a wide circulation, and help many a 
yonng mind to start aright, that it may go aright." 

From Joseph Cook : " Noble, eloquent, incisive, inspiring, timely — 
these are the words that spring to my lips as I read your volume on * Character- 
Building.' It ought to DC as acceptable to young men as the waters from 
the superb spring on your University grounds are to thirsty lips." 

From Rev. Dr. T. L. Cuyler, D.D., Pastor of Lafayette Av. Pres- 
byterian Churchy Brooklyn, N.Y. : " Among the multitude of new books there 
is room for one more volume like ^ours. The young people of America need 
just such a book of guidance, and it ought to be circulated hj the thousands. 
It is fresh and forcible in style, as well as Bible-inspired in its whole spirit. 
May God bless both book and author." 

From Rev. Wm. V. Kelley, Pastor St. John's M.E, Chmoh, Brooklyn, 
N.Y,: ^The book is an illustrated life-manual, following which no one can 
possibly go astray — an inventory and exhibit of the quauties that make the 
stuff and capital of genuine manliness. ... . It is marked bv elevation 
of sentiment, dear discernment, a strong g^t for moral analysis, skill in ^r- 
traitnre, effective illustration, cultivated imagination, irresistibJe reasonmg, 
home-reaching appeal, and fervid spiritual i)ower. It is stimulant, tonic, and 
full of noble mcitements. Above all its thinking there is a sky, the lignt of 
wMdi lies on every page and up into which all its sentences look." 

From Wm. G. Williams, D.D., LL.D., Prof, of Greek in Ohio 
Wesleyan University : " The Church and the public are much indebted to Pre- 
sident Payne for this volume of his Sabbath afternoon lectures ; and the book 
will, no doubt, meet a hearty welcome not more for the reputation of the 
author than for its intrinsic worth. Most of these discourses I heard when 
delivered in the college course y and I have now gone through the volume 
with renewed and increased interest. I am sure that the reader, and especi- 
ally the youthful reader, of this volume has never had more eloquent, earnest, 
and impressive appeals to his conscience or more useful helps toward the for- 
mation of character." 

From Ex- President Frederick Merrick, Lecturer on Natural Be- 
ligion^ Ohio Wesleyan University: **An excellent book; sound in doctrine, 
wise in practical suggestions, attractive in style, admirably adapted to guarr 
the voung against the seductive temptations which beset their path, and tu 
awaken aspiration for whatever is pure and ennobling. Teachers would do 
well to recommend it to their pupils, and parents to buy it for their children." 
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From C. A. L. Reed, M.D., Editor of the Clinical Brief: "I havo 
read ' Guides and Guards ' through, and I now take the liberty, on behalf of the 
generation to which I belong, of thanking you for writing such a book. It 
serres a dual purpose : it brings us into ramiliar, yet resf^fnl, relationship 
with the great Bible characters, and teaches us the great moral principles 
that underlie character. You have fairly dissected these patriarchs, and 
exhibited to us, on the point of your scalpel of criticism, the stuff of which 
men are made." 

From Rev. J. H. Baylies, D.D., in the Western Christian Advocate: 
^ The book contains no writing that is carelessly done, but much that is 
excellent, while many passages are graceful and eloquent, and would not b« 

out of place among the gems of ^glish prose literature The 

essays and lectures of a former president of the Ohio Wesleyan XJniyersity 
have been widely read and as widely admired, and it is praise enough to say 
that Dr. Payne's book is not an unworthy successor of Dr. Thomson's public 
cations in the same general field of literature. It is an excellent work foi 
Church and family libraries, as well as for ministers of the Gospel ; and if al] 
our young people would read it, they could not fail to receive from it valu- 
able instruction and pure impulses The book is published in fine 

style by our Book Concern, and this writer will be surprised if it does not 
have an extensive sale." 

From Rev. L. R. Dunn, D.D., Author of ** Sermons on the Highei 
lAfc!* in Zion*i Herald: " The subjects are well and wisely chosen, and are 
presented in a dear and forcible stvle. .... No one can read them 
without profit. Parents ma^ put them into the hands of their children ; 
teachers may give them to their pupils ; Sabbathnschool labourers may furnish 
them to the youth of their care ; and employers ma^ place them before their 
employ^, with the assurance that their teachings will help to build up a cha* 
racter of nonesW, truthfulness, purity, and goodness. It is well, in such an 
age as this, to nave such a book to guide and guard our young men, and 

young women too, in building up a clutracter for God and eternity 

we can commend these lectures to our young people in every place, and trust 
that the characters which they form wUl be after the modefs so faithfully 
presented in them by the genial and cultured author." 



OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 

New York Christian Advocate : "A work of unique interest ; . . , . 
it bears the suggestive title, * Guides and Guards in Character-Building,* ai d 
consists of a series of fifteen discourses on representative Biblical personage % 
whose virtues were exemplary, or whose vices serve as beacons of warmn c. 
In a succession of effective word pictures, Dr. Payne has vested his subjec a 
with new life, and the reader lives and acts with them amid Oriental su ^> 
roundings in past centuries." 

The Christian Guardian, Toronto^ Canada: ^'To those who kno^r 
him, the name of the author is a sujficient index to the character of the sei • 
mons. Those who had the pleasure of hearing him a year or two ago in th^ 
Elm Street Church, and later in the Metropolitan Church, will be pleased t*> 

know that this volume is within their reach These discoursei 

are practical, eloquent, and intensely interesting. No young man can reatl 
them without bemg greatly benefited." 
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OpinioTis of the Press (continued). 

Zion's Herald, Boston: "There are very few animated speakers 
whose published discourses give any adequate idea of the effect of the utter- 
ances of the orator or preacher himself upon his audiences. There is a mys- 
terious magnetism about the man that the t^pes fail to retain. But Dr. 
Charles H. Pa3me, of the Ohio Wesleyan University, has succeeded very 
happily in incarnating himself in a series of sermons delivered before audi- 
ences of students and young people. These discourses were written to be 
preached, and they preserve much of that forensic force which characterized 

their delivery President Payne is a successful college president, 

but his throne of power is the pulpit. Sere he has won his high reputation 
and accomplished lasting results. These sermons are living oracles, direct, 
amply illustrated, eminently practical, often rising to persuasive eloquence, 
and altogether forming an admirable body of wholesome counsels for young 
men in ordering their lives and planning for the highest usefulness and hap- 
piness. It is just the volume to place in the hands of a youth as he leaves 
his home to enter upon his studies and preparation for life, and equally useful 
will it be when given to the young man commencing his business career." 

Methodist Quarterly Review: "This yolmne, the ripe fruitage of 
Dr. Payne's labours through many years as pastor and president, will be very 
accepteble to his wide and numerous circle of friends and admirers, both East 

and West In the Mount of Revelation, namely, the massy and 

towering pile of Scripture history. Dr. Pajme finds a gallery of sacred por- 
traitures, the * Guides,' for the promotion of a noble structure of character. 
.... Beversely a train of other characters, examples to avoid, models to 
shun, patterns to reject, furnish the * Guards.' .... Their narratives 
are ^phically related, their characters artistically drawn, and the traits to 
admire and imitate, or to loathe and avoid, are drawn with a skilful discrimi- 
nation and a fine success. The lessons are applied with great practical power, 
and no youn^ man with right feeling and purpose will fail to find in these 
pages rich stimulus to form his character to excellence and success." 

Northern Christian Advocate : " A number of admirable lectures, 
nearly all of which are based on Scriptural characters, all thoughtful, sug^s- 
tive, discriminatmg.and entertaining, are brought together in this convenient 
volume. The object of the author is to aid in * the building of a strong cha- 
racter, and the living of a true life.' The special qualification of even a 
scholarly writer, such as the author is, for writing such a book is an atten- 
tive study of tne Word of God under such incentives as are furnished in 
earnest pastoral labour. The work is weU done. This book should be in the 
hands oi all our young people." 

The Independent : " They are strong and telling addresses, breathing 
the earnest spirit of the times and dealing with life as it is. They were 
delivered in the main to young men, to Chautauqua congregations, and on 
occasions which precluded the possibility of success without a large endow- 
ment of the preacher's power." 

Western Christian Advocate: "We are pleased with Dr. C. H. 
Payne's volume of addresses and sermons, which have recently issued from 
the press. It is thoughtful, well- written, and timely. Commg from the 
president of one of our important institutions of leammg, we hope it will be 
widely circulated among the young people of Methodism, and that it will 
afford our zealous and anxious pastors a valuable aid in impressing upon the 
voung men and women of the Church the supreme importance to them of 
building up a symmetrical and noble character. Pastors will help on their 
work by recommending to intelligent and thoughtful young people the pur- 
chase and the attentive perusal of this volume." 
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Opinions of the Press (continue), 

Canada Methodist Magazine, IbrontOj Canada: *^ Those who have 
had the pleasure of heariDg President Payne's admirable lectures in Canada 
will be glad to have this volume from his pen. It is marked by the same 
vigour of thought, the same grace of expression, the same loftiness of purpose, 
which diaracterized his spoken utterances. These discourses have a unity of 
subject which is rare in a continued series. They all illustrate the great 
theme of character-building. Among the types chosen to illustrate this • 
theme are : Joseph the Incorruptible Young Man ; Moses the Uncrowned 
King ; David : From the Sheepfold to the Throne ; Absalom the Fast Young 
Man J Solomon the Brilliant Failure ; Daniel the Uncompromising Young 
Man ; Lot the Self-seeker ; Ruth the True-hearted ; and other instructive 
t^pes as, Johu, Thomas, Cornelius, Timothy, and Paul. The lessons of these 
lives are clearly delineated and strongly enforced. We commend the book 
especially to the study of young men." 

California Christian Advocate: " Dr. Payne is thoroughly practical, 
evangelical, and true to the avocation of the teacher. The subjects involve 
characters actually historic .... The setting forth of such men in a 
true light is a great work, and this Dr. Payne has done.** 

Philadelphia Methodist : "Truth is presented plainly, logically, and 
with incisive words, and being delivered in the hearing of many youths, who 
are forming character for the future, they deserve a wider mission, that we 
trust may bless many a household in helping to build up the character of 
young persons upon a sure foundation. Dr. Payne is too well known to need 
commendation. We hope his book may have a wide sale, and do much good." 

The Delaware Gazette : " We must confess to a pre-judgment of the 
book. .... Remembering how on the occasion of their delivery to the 
students of the University these lectures had so thrilled the immense audi- 
ences gathered, we wondered if they could ever speak with the same power 
and impressiveness as when to the eloquence of thought and language was ' 
added me personnel of the speaker, the intense conviction, the earnestness of 
manner which ever so impressed the truth on those who listened. And so, 
with honest expectation of realizing a loss, we began with the distinguished 
author the study in this book form of these characters ; and as we read, so 
very vivid and beautiful seemed these portraitures, warm and glowing with 
the light of the nineteenth century turned full upon them, while so rich and 
valuable were the practical lessons drawn from each, that it was with new 
and increased appreciation we arose from this review prepared to recommend 
this book very heartily, not only as most charming reading, but as an invalu- 
able contribution to the religious literature of the day." 

Iowa Methodist : ** The style of the book is fascinating, and, though 
of the highest literary merit, will interest the young. It should have a wide 
circulation among all classes. Dr. Payne is one of the prominent educators 
in the Church, and is a polished writer and a strong thinker." 

Baltimore Methodist : " In this volume the distinguished author dis- 
cusses religious character in its principles and fruits. The leading characters 
of the Old and New Testament are delineated in a scholarly and spirited 
manner and with a beauty of style and practical application worthy of all 

patronage The sketches are made with a master hand. No one 

can carefully pursue them without great encouragement to virtue,, fidelity, 
and success. Young men and young ladies are directly addressed. One book 
like this is worth a thousand novels for teaching true excellence and to stir 
the soul to noble deeds. Our young men will rise to greatness under such 
stimulus." 
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WORKS BY W. M. THAYER. 



HODDBB AND STOWGHTON hare issued 

A SHILLING EDITION 

OP 

FROM LOG CABIN TO WHITE HOUSE, 

THE STOET OF FEESIDENT QAEFIELD'S LIFE. 
By W. M. THAYER 

With Fine Steel Portrait. Hundred and Thirtieth Thousand. 
This Shilling Edition isidenticalwith theEditionpreviously issued at Is. 6d. 
Cloth Editions at Is. 6d. and Ha, 6d. may also be had — suitable for presents. 

II. 

M/th Humsand, handsoTnely hovndy 5*. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON: 

HIS BOYHOOD Ain> MANHOOD. 

WUh SUel Fortran, 

"The character of "Washinsrton was a very noble one, and his life may well be 
taken as an example by boys. The biography is written in a lively and pleasant 
tone, and without amr of the dryness which is too often the accompaniment of this 
form of literature, while the details are all strictly historical, the characters are 
made to hve and breathe."— 5to»uiord. 

" Mr. Thayer has before this displayed exceptional skill as a biogrrapher, and he 
repeats his success with the present volume. The story of Washington's life is told 
rather by means of a series of anecdotes and incidents than in the formal way 
generally adopted, and a very graphic and entertaining narrative is thus pre* 
8ented.»^-£oc^. 

III. 

Tenth Thousand^ handsomely hov/ndy 5*., rvith Portrait. 

THE PIONEER BOY, AND HOW HE BECAME 

PRESIDENT. 

THE STOEY OF THE LIFE OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 

Many of the details of this work were furnished by President LiNCOLir 
himself, and by his early associates and friends. 

*' Mr. Thayer is not merely a biographer, a compiler of dry details, but he invests 
his subjects with a halo of delightful romance, and the result is as pleasing as the 
most imaginative book of fiction. So cleverly has the author done his work, that 
the result is a combination of pictures from the life of this great man, with humorous 
anecdote and stirring narrative."— ^^ocM^y. 

** The author has done his work thoroughlv well, and the result is a book of exciting- 
narrative, of humorous anecdote, and lifelike portraiture." — Dail]/ Telegraph. 

IV. 

Crown %vOy handsomely houndy 3#. 6<f. 

TACT, PUSH, AND PRINCIPLE: 

A BOOK FOE THOSE WHO WISH TO SUCCEED IN LIFE. 

" A very interesting book, which may stimulate many a young nature of the 
ardently practical kind to steady and determined exertion."— x>ai7y Telegraph. 

'* Fewabetter books could be imagined for presenting to a youth on his entrance 
upon the duties of active life. We pity the young man who could read these pages 
without being wonderfully helped.'^— CAri«*ia». 

London: HODDER AND STOUGHTON, 27, Paternosteb Row. 
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NATURAL LAW IN THE SPIRITUAL WORLD. 

By Henry Drummond, F.G.S., F.R.S.B. 
Eighth Edition (^Twelfth Thousand)^ Crown 8ro, Is, 6d, 

*< This is one of the most impressive and suggestive books on religion that we have 
Tead for a long time. No one who reads the papers entitled * Biogenesis/ • Degenera- 
tion,* * Eternal Life/ and * Classification/ to say nothing of the others in this volume, 
will fail to recognise in Mr. Drummond a new and powerful tesucher.**— Spectator. 

"Most noble and interesting. Mr. Drummond writes perfect English; his ideas 
«re fresh, and expressed with admirable felicity/' — Literary Churchman, 

"A most original and ingenious book, instructive and suggestive in the highest 
degree/'— i^oM^MifomiMf. 

BOOKS FOR YOUNG MEN. 

TALKS WITH YOUNG MEN. 

By the Rev. J. TH.VIN Davidson, D.D. 
Crown Svo, ds. 6<f. 

Contents: — The Glory of Young Men — Called to a Kingdom — 
Wanted : a Man /— An Artizan, yet a Gentleman — Putting Away 
Childish Things — Master of One's Self— Setting Out in Life — Young 
Men from the Country — The Eyes of a Young Man Opened — True to 
the beligion of One's Fathers — Better than a Sheep — Hungry Stu- 
dents, or Death in the Pot — The Way to Get On in the World — 
Doing Ecerythi/ng Thoroughly ^ the Road to Success — Starting on the 
Right Rails — Beginning Well, hut Ending III — Buried with the 
Burial of an Ass — The Right Sort of Friend — Companionship nrith 
Fools — The Con^clusion of the V/hole Matter, 

ARCHBISHOP LEIGHTON: 

A SELECTION FROM HIS WBITINGS. 

Edited, with Memoir, by Wm, Blair, D.D., Dunblane. 

With Etching, square 16w^, 3*. M, 

" Will henceforth be ranked with the choicest biographic gems in our language/' 
■—Qla^ow Mail, 

ENTERING ON LIFE. 

By Cunningham Geikib, D.D., Author of " The Life and Words of 
Christ," etc 

New Edition, 3*. 6<?. 

A YOUNG MAN'S SAFEGUARD IN THE PERILS 
OF THE AGE. 

By the Rev. W. Guest, F.G.S., Author of " Stephen Grellet," etc. 
Thirteenth Ihousand, Fcap, 8t?o, 2s, ^d. 

Sir W. M* Arthur says :— " I have circnlated many of your * Safegaards.' I know 
no book like it for young men.** 

"Written by one who thoroughly understands young men, has a deep sympathy 
with the trials and perils to which they are exposed, and taking his stand by their 
8ide, gives them as the result of deep thought some right manly and loving advice." 
— Record.. 

** It has rarely been our lot to read a book which we have so much enjoyed, and 
could so unhesitatingly recommend." — Sword and Trowel, 
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